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Clinical Flustrations 


DISEASES OF THE ABDOMINAL 


VISCERA. 
By STEPHEN H. WARD, M.D. Lonp., 


HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST, VICTORIA-PARK. 


ABSCESS OF THE LIVER. 
(Continued from p. 143.) 


Wuew abscess of the liver effects an opening into the lung 
by adhesions with, and ulceration through, the diaphragm and 
its serous investments, other symptoms arise in addition to 
those already enumerated. There is, first, a pseudo-pneu- 
monia excited at the base of the right lung, extending but a 
short way up, and marked by crepitation ; dulness on percus- 
sion; bronchial respiration; some cough and hurried breathing, 
and slight expectoration of mucus tinged with blood. There 
is no deficiency of the chlorides in the urine, as is usually the 
case in true pneumonia. When the abscess has effected a com- 
munication with the lung there is suddenly a discharge of a 
large quantity of matter, having a peculiar brick-dust colour. 
The appearance of this is, as Dr. Budd remarks, quite charac 
teristic. ‘‘ There is,” he says, ‘‘no matter like it expectorated 
in any disease of the lung itself, and I believe that its appear- 
ing is pathognomonic of abscess of the liver, or at least of ab- 
scess perforating the lung.” Mr. Busk, in a letter te me upon 
the subject, confirms the view of Dr. Budd. In six of my 
cases the abscess terminated by opening into the lung, and in 
every case with a fatal result. In four of these the ex- 
pectoration had the brick-dust colour; in one of the remaining 
cases it had more of a mahogany colour, and a distinct bitter 
taste to the patient. Dr. Budd has noticed the large quantity 
of matter expectorated in these cases. My own experience con- 
firms his statement. In the case of a captain whom I saw in 
consultation with Mr. Coward, in Stepney, the quantity of 
matter brought up in three or four hours was sufficient to half- 
fill a large chamber utensil. 
in illustration of abscess opening into 

a admitted on board the Dreadnought Aug. 24th, 
1860. Was in the hospital five weeks back with symptoms 
< ore of the lung; and was di relieved, at 
the of eleven days. Since then he has engaged on 
board his ship in dock. Eight days back, when at work, he 
felt something give way in his right side, and two or three days 
back he had rigors; otherwise has been pretty well. When 
he first ted himself, he had returned from the west 

no ; ree years ,in 
he had suffered tron the for some months. 

On admission, there was dulness on percussion on the right 
side, beginning a little above the nipple in front, and covering 
a large area bebind ; vocal resonance slight ; moist and rather 
large crepitation, most marked in the act of iration, heard 
anteriorly and posteriorly. Expectoration thin froth 
matter tinged with blood, and having a very bitter taste. No 
deficiency of chlorides in the urine. Weak rapid pulse, and 
an aspect of ague cachexia. He was ordered milk and beef- 
tea, some brandy, a dose of morphia at night, and to keep 
quiet in bed. 


Oct. 24th.—Amount of expectoration much increased, but 
the'same in appearance. There is large crepitation over bases 


The ex ion continued in considerable quantit to 
Nov. when began to diminish and his ctadition 
prove. On December 5th he was reported as gaining flesh and 
strength, and the expectoration as still sanguineous, but scanty. 
He was allowed a little meat, in addition to the nourishing 
fluid diet on which he had been exclusively kept thus far. He 
continued to improve for more than a month, and there seemed 
a fair prospect of recovery. Unfortunately, however, in the 
early part of January, 1861, matters became worse, and on 
Jan. 14th the report was: ‘‘ Expectoration »ach more profuse, 
reddish-brown colour, and purulent; dulness over right 
side to two inches and a half above the nipple ; loss of appe- 
tite ; anxious aspect ; diarrhea.” On the 2lst he com 
of pain in the right shoulder, and there was pain on pressure 
over the right hypochondrium. From this period he gradually 
sank, and dlied on Feb. 21st. 

At the autopay the left lung was found to be adherent to 
the parictes, but healthy. Right lung adherent below to the 
ribs and diaphragm. ‘The ribs were divided so as to take out 
the liver and lung together, but in removing these thick 
healthy pus escaped to the extent of about a pint. On 
dividing the liver and lung vertically, a large abscess was 
found occupying the upper part of the right lobe of the liver, 
and extending by a Jarge opening through the diaphragm into 
the right lung. The walls of the abscess were irregular. The 
large intestine presented only a few old cieatrices. 

I introduce the following case to show that hepatic abscess 
may occur in this country as au idiopathic affection. At any 
rate, the a:.tecedent history, and careful examination during 
life and after death, failed to reveal a pywmic origin. The 
record of the case is short, but sufficient. 

J. H——., a small tradesman, living in a low, damp district 
contiguous to the Wandsworth-road, was seen by me, with 
Mr. Powell, in May, 1861. He had not been a drinker, had 
never been out of the district in which he lived, and had not 
suffered from diarrhea or dysentery. He had been il] for some 
time, and when I saw him was intensely jaundiced, had an 
anxious, hectic look, = pulse, pain over the liver, and occa- 
sional severe rigers. ‘The patient died soon after, and Mr. 
Powell forwarded me the following report of the post-mortem 
examination :—Thoracic viscera 4 Peritoneum covered 
with lymph, glueing together the bowels and opposed surfaces, 
easily separated, and showing a recent origin. Intestines 
healthy. Liver closely adherent to the diaphragm. On cut- 
ting into it, it was found to be riddled throughout with ab- 
scesses, varying in size from a pea to a walnut; in i 
tissue soft. At the upper and back part of the right lobe was 
a larger abscess, which would probably have penetrated to the 
lung had the man lived longer. 

On analysing my twenty-two cases, with reference to the 
mode of termination, I find that the abscess in ten effected no 
opening, six opened into the lung, one probably into the 
and five pointed externally, Of these, one opened by 

, the others were opened by the lancet. 

Etiology.—There is no doubt that a large number of the 
cases of abscess of the liver met with in this country are ex- 
cited by contamination of the blood with pus from suppurative 
inflammation of the veins induced at some distant pomt. In 
one of my cases there were many small abscesses in the liver; 

ints of matter on the spleen, surface of the peritoneum, and 
in the lungs, and, for apparently the exciting cause, an abscess 
in connexion with the urethra. Such pyzmia not un- 
frequently occurs after surgical operations. Budd cites three 
cases of Dr. Jackson’s at Calcutta, in which it followed an 
operation for the removal of piles; and Mr. Bedford, assistant- 
surgeon at the Dreadnought, informs me of a case which oc- 
curred there, ir which the operation just alluded to was also 
followed by slight deposition of pus in the liver. In one of Dr. 
Budd’s cases there were in the liver, lungs, and 
joints from phlebitis after bleeding. Admitting, then, abscess 
of the liver as a symptom in connexion with general pyemia, 
we come next to the question of its association with dysentery. 
Dr. Budd, following, as Frerichs remarks, views first 
forward by Ribes, is of opinion that the exclusive cause of 
suppurative hepatitis is transmission by the portal vein, and 
the veins going to form it, of pus or vitiated secretion from an 
ulcerated intestinal surface. Ulceration of the bile-ducts or 
stomach was present in two or three of his cases, in which 
dysentery was absent. No doubt the association of the disease 
with dysentery is frequent. In fifteen cases of Dr. Budd's the 
state of intestine was not noticed in two, but in eight out of 
the remaining thirteen there were ulcers in the large intestine, 
in two in the stomach, and in one in the gall-duct, There was 


of both lungs posteriorly, but more marked on the right side, 
where there is deficient expansion and inereased vocal 
0, 2349. 


dysentery in both of his two cases at King’s College Hospital. 
K 


oF 
| 
4 
PARYSICIAN TO THE SEAMEN’S HOSPITAL “DREADNOUGHT,” AND TO THE | a 
| 
| 
Aug. 27th. — Expectoration much the same in quantity, | 
lent, containing some blood, and of bilious odour ; cough | 
; signs not altered. 
On the 3lst the expectoration continued in considerable | 
quantity, and was of the peculiar brick-dust colour. It varied | 
in amount, but maintained the same appearance through | 
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pels rn. # nine cases recorded by Annesley, twenty-one were 
with dysentery. In fourteen out of the twenty-two 
cases of which I have notes, dysentery was t. 

cease there was general pyxmia, in another 

pyezmic origin. Bristowe some time 

cases of ulceration of intestine and abscess of the liver which 
had occurred in St. Thomas’s Hospital, and found the propor- 
tion of the latter to the former to be small. In thirty-two 
cases of tery there were abscesses of the liver in four, and 


out epatic 
and cited by Waring, there was no ulceration of large intestine | in 
in one-fourth. Morehead records seventeen cases of abscess of 
liver where there was no implication of the intestine, and seven 
where the dysentery was secondary to the hepatic affection. 

Ii hepatic abscess be excited by phlebitis in connexion with 
intestinal ulceration, —— I would ask, is it so rare a sequence ? 
At the Dreadnought it has certainly not occurred in more than 
five per cent. of the cases of well-marked and severe dysentery. 
It has never occurred in connexion with the ulceration of 
typhoid fever or phthisis. ‘Ths Ged may be 
are, I think, the follo 

I. That in some of the cases in which the dysentery had 
been the prior affection the — theory may be admitted, 
although in these cases the may have been merely an 
ee and induced by the same causes as 

2. That in the cases in which the hepatic sbecess has neodanty | 


bly, as M rehead su 
being probably o ggests, a 


(To be concluded.) 


ON SUBCLAVIAN MURMUR. 
By THOMAS PALMER, M.D. Lonp. 


known about the sound; and a of 
— was thrown upon it by his own extended observations 

and remarkable acumen. It should be read by everyone 
wishing to understand the question. 

In 1864, by the courtesy of the Editor of Tae Lancer, a 
or April 2nd, in which I recorded certain observations I 
made on the same subject under a different . The aif. 

ost usively investigated among patients at medical 
on 
tom, observations were made wholly among persons 


ect health. 

remarks, I desire to bring forward the 
and to give additional 
reason for sige arin Vian murmur, once looked on 
rom causes little ascertained, and 


ir rele enomenon com- 


to the working classes, has been examined 
with a view to certificates of health. In each of these I 


ducing 

It may be observed that, in the column for 1864, the 
portion of instances of murmur is larger than that for be aan 
years. This is chiefly owing to the fact that I did not 
xa uately estimate the effect of raising the arms to 


recently bj jan murmur occurred wi range respiration 
the arms quite down. I that I did not keep an ecoount 
involved in much obscurity as regards its causes, nature, and ly of the i ow ym ist. Had I 
In that separately o: instances I exclu from my 
indications. that year = most interesting comprehen- done so, and added them, the number of cases of the murmur 
sive essay upon it, by Dr. B. W. Richardson, appeared in his | would be increased by more than half. AD wee males tabeea> 
“* Asclepiad,” in which was collected all that was previously | sixteen and forty-five years of age. 
Trapzs. 1864. 1865. 1866. 1867. Tora. 
wel Left. Both | Men. Left|Both | Men.’ Right, Left./eoth,| Men. Men. Left.|Both. 
outa, 49381) .. | 1] 1 5 | 916 
Shopmen, shoemakers, 
2 | 2 1 14 77] 3 |] 5) 3 
Gav 
.. | 3 | ..] 67) 2 | 10) 4 
About horses 3 1 23733; 1 | 2/1 717 
Painters, bers, 
2 4) 8 2) 2 fas) 2 | 1] 7% 6 
Smith 
7) 1 1} 10 1 8 1| 1] 33) 1] 2 
harness makers, 2 6; 1 1 5 1 3 
4unknown ... 
Totals 129, 7 | 17| 13 |139| | 6 | 10| 3 | 12| 4 [497] 23 | | 28 
From this table, the accuracy of which I have taken every | every fifth man of the trades mentioned was found to be a 
to ensure, it will be seen that out of 497 working men, | subject of the sound. Looking, further, at the relative pro- 
R02, or 20:52 per cent., ted the murmur in the precise | portions in each year to one another, the numbers are suffi- 
and well-defined form I have described above—that nearly | ciently alike to make it most probable that a similar result 


| 


the dysenter was secondary hity-one 
y to be met with amo 
uently, among that class at least, valueless per se as 
bof of disease. In the paper alluded to, I gave the nume- 
results of one year’s experience on the subject up to that 
h. Since then a considerable number of persons, chiefly 
me 
have 
thed for the murmur. The result for the several years 
be found in a tabular form below. To save space, I have 
ped together sundry trades in one class, where they seemed 
semble one another in their character as affecting muscular 
lopment, and therefore bearing on the question whether 
Ulceravion OL 1ntestine OF Other evidence OL pyemic Origin, | or not the subclavian, or any other muscle, be an agent in 
the disease must be regarded as idiopathic ; the exciting ca 
OL system maduced Dy i in the trop) 
or by other depressing ‘a 
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EF 


es wo forms—one where that bone is raised by 
anticus and medius in inspiration, and another where 
the murmur is heard when the rib is at rest in its natural 
tion. Pressure from below by this bone being common to 
these forms, and constituting the cause for the murmur 
that I have forward, these two varieties will, for the 
present, be consi together. 

Explanation and support for this source of subclavian murmur 
will be found by considering—Ist. That in a large number of 
instances the sound is only heard, and in nearly all most dis- 
tinctly beard, during inspiration, the very essence of the 
mechanism of which process consists in the elevation of the 
ribs generally, and notably of the first rib, as a fixed point for 
the intercostals of the others to act from. In these cases the 
sound usually falls as the rib does. The slightest elevation of 
the bone trench on the calibre of the artery resting on it, 
and give rise tothe murmur. 2nd. That the subclavian lies 
on the surface of the first rib, which is usually grooved for it, 


it 


tribution of arteries and the outlines of bones, as well as their 
smalier variations of mutual relation, be borne in no 
difficulty will be found in accounting for the permanent exist- 
ence of this murmur where so trifling a deviation will produce 
it. 3rd. That the mutual relations between the and 
the first rib are the main cause of the murmur is further 
by a consideration of the fact, that the sound is much more 
uently heard on the /eft side than on the right. This cir- 
cumstance appears to me to be due to the difference between 


the courses which the two arteries follow with ref to the 
we bones ; the 


from these diseases which each of us annually sees, the mur- 
mur is so seldom heard? Were it the result ordinarily of 
either of these diseased states, we should be continually meet- 
ing with it in its natural and constantly-searched situation— 
under the clavicles, If, indeed, we are to be guided by Dr. 
Richardson’s statistics and mine, disease would seem to di- 
minish the uency of its occurrence: for he, in 989 male 
patients at the Royal Infirmary for Diseases of the Chest, found 
only 48 instances, or 4°75 per cent.; while I, out of 497 in 
health, found 102, or 20°52 per cent. The di ies be- 
tween these numbers even would be farther considerably in- 
creased if I counted, as he did, those cases heard only when 
the arm was raised to a right angle with the thorax. No doubt 
here some undetected fallacy underlies the difference. The 
deeper and fuller respiration of healthy operatives may ex- 
plain it, by the greater range of motion of the first rib which it 
produces, 

Southwick-street, Hyde-park, 1565. 


SOME NEW METHODS OF TREATING DIS- 
EASES OF THE CAVITIES OF THE NOSF. 


By J. L. W. THUDICHUM, M.D. 
(Continued from p. 


Ill. Dilatation of the Nostrils. 

I have repeatedly found it necessary to permanently dilate 
the nostril, in order to obtain access to the cavity for instru- 
ments. Three methods can be employed for this purpose. 
The first consists in the imtroduction into the nostril and in- 
troitus of the cavity of as many stems of the laminaria digitata 
as are required to fill it. They soon begin to swell, and effect 
a enlargement of the nostril and of the imtreitus by 
pushing the cartilaginous septum on one side. The second 


as that which is termed Liston’s speculum, and which has the 
power of pushing on one side, and, if necessary, of breaking, 
the cartilaginous septum. For this operation no general in- 
strument can be described, but a special instrument must be 
adapted to each particular case. Great care must be taken to 
make the fulcrum surface of the instrument, which has to rest 
on the ascending branch of the upper maxillary bone, as large 
and well to the parts as possible, in order to 
bruising on t! sharp f this bone, which would otherwias 
be unavoidable. The third mode of dilating the nostril is by 
a perpendicular incision on either side of the median line. 
Happily, the necessity for this extreme measure is exceedi 
rare, but in a few severe cases it is by far the most m 

to the patient, and leads ———— to the desired result— 
namely, the possibility of introducing instruments for various 
operations, particularly the removal of hard polypi or tumours 
and exostoses. 


IV. Operations for Nasal Polypi. 
The operation for nasal polypi, as hitherto practised in all 
wths by means of a pair of forceps, ways, more 
scatintbadly wham I was obliged to perform it myself, appeared 
to me most of surgery. The 
bruising injury to nose were very great; one 
or other of the shell bones was mostly broken ; the bleeding 
was always profuse ; and the suffering of the patient was so 
extreme that it required the test energy on his part and 
on that of the operator to enable him to endure to the end. 
Very commonly the patient and operator had the mortification 
of finding the polypi to grow a second and a third time, or to 
relapse even more frequently than that ; many persons who 
had had one taste of the operation dreaded its repetition, and 
kept their polypi. The operation could not be ameliorated so 
long as the instrument used for it filled the entire introitus of 
the nose—so long as the blades of a forceps, however thin they 
ight be, had to be opened in a narrow and unyielding canal— 
Shiadients be seized could not be seen at the time 
of seizure. A usual result of the proceeding was that small 
polypi were j into the narrow parts of the cavity, 
were thus made the certain origin of subsequent growths, 


| 

4 
== 
would flow from totals derived from a more extended series of 
stances, as it four years successively in 
numbers closely approaching one another. 

As the back numbers of Tux Lancer are not in the hands § 
ae tne readers, I must, to make my object and | q 
meaning i i recapitulate my views as to causes of | q 
who has read Dr. Ri "s essay,—I believe it may be | 4 
This, in effect, takes two forms: Ist, the action of the sub- | 
clavian muscle pressing it against the first rib; and 2nd, the | 
diminution of ita calibre from below by the same bone, elevated | 
im inspiration, or unusually close to it by nature. Of these : 
two forms, the first is that adopted by Dr. Richardson to | i 
éxplain the occurrence of the murmur in health; the second 
was, so far as I know, put forward for the first time in my : 

hat one series of cases may be due to the first-mentioned i 
cause is probable from the fact that in some men the act of ON 
raising the arm to a right angle with the trunk is sufficient to ; 
then is in a state of contraction. That another series of in- 
stances exists, due to some other cause besides muscular pres- 
sure, is shown by the fact of a large number of them occurring ; 
while the upper extremities are at perfect rest; so large a 
number, indeed, as to constitute the whole of the cases given 
for the last three years, for they were found in persons with : 
the arms by the side exclusively. Were muscular pressure 
it would be heard vastly more frequently 
on the right side than on the /éft, and this would especially i 
obtain among working men; the converse is, however, noto- qa 
riously the fact. This second and other cause, which I believe 7. 
to be the most effective and general in its operation, as well as t 

herent, absolute, and unconditional in its nature, is a . 
method is forcible dilatation by means of such an instrument ' 
2, | 
is- | 
and hooks over rn 
ikely to feel the effect on its calibre of an upward movement, | ’ 
or too close proximity of the bone than the ight subclavian, | 
which pursues » nearly horizontal course from the innominata. | 

I entertained hopes that when I had accumulated a con- | 
siderable number of observations, I should have been able to | 
counect the murmur with some callings more than others. 
Five handred have not enabled me ; recollecting that so large | 
abeyance, the ditficu ity of doing so increases. 

Nearly ali the men ing the numbers in the above table | 
are still under my observation ; nc undue proportion of heart | 
or lung disease has appeared among them. 

of 
cases of phthisis and heart-disease is a fact worth 3 
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MR. KEMPTHORNE ON A CASE OF OVARIOTOMY. 


or so-called relapses. In almost all cases the sense of smell, 
which had been only impaired by the polypi, became totally 
lost after the operation. 1 therefore threw aside the forceps 
ther, and endeavoured to apply the electro-caustic me- 
which had not heretofore been used for this operation, 

and was rewarded with the most perfect success. Indeed, 
ions in the nasal cavity may now be made to vie in de- 

with operations upon the eye, and the opprobrium so 
acutely felt by most surgeons with whom I have an oppor- 
tunity of conversing, is now removed from this chapter of 
science, and from this drawer of the surgical armamentarium. 
The operation for nasal polypi, as now performed by my new 
is represented in the accompanying engraving. Be- 


sides the medical lantern and the specula (already described) 
it requires the following apparatus :— 

1. Platinum-wire loop-carrier and pulley, with handle. The 
loop-carrier must be so thin that, while it is in the nostril, the 
eye can see the interior of the nasal cavity. It is therefore 
made of two very thin gilt brass tubes, isolated from each 
other by a layer of unspun silk wound round the tubes and 
varnished with shellac. The part of the loop-carrier which 
during the operation remains outside the nose is so bent aside 
or downwards that it is neither iu the way of the eye nor in 
that of other instruments. This loop-carrier is fixed in the 
conducting handle, which bears the windlass. The handle 
and windlass which I use are copied from Middledorpf’s in- 
strument, made by Pischel of Breslau, exhibited in the last 
London Exhibition, and now in the possession of St. Thomas's 
Hospital. 

2. An electrical battery of five large Grove’s elements, 
mounted in the best style, with platinum plates and gilt in- 
corrodible connexions. e power yielded by such a battery 
is sufficient to make any n y length of platinum wire 
white-hot ; it is serviceable for all other electro-caustic opera- 
tions which occur in surgical practice ; and such a battery has 
therefore, at St. Thomas's »ital, taken the place of the 
much too powerful and unwield y, and in the working much 
less economical, instrument supplied with the Exhibition in- 
struments from Breslau. 

3. Connector and conductors. Formerly, wherever the 
electro-cautery was applied the services of a special assistant 
were required to establish connexion and let the current pass. 
This was so highly inconvenient that I had an instrument 
made by the aid of which the operator could at any time make 
and interrupt connexion by means of his foot. In the engrav- 
ing the right foot of the operator is in the act of pressing down 
the button fixed in the end of the board on which the battery 
stands, and on the under-side of which the circuit is by this 
action established. A spring in connexion with this button is 
made of such strength that the mere weight of the foot does 


[Serr. 5, 1868. 
not bear it down ; it is necessary to put the foot strongly on 

e will now su ev ing to as in 
engraving: the ra toa burns brightly, and the mirror fixed 
over the shade before the eyes of the operator throws a 
brilliant light into the nasal cavity of the patient ; the head of 
the patient is resting against the assistant, who steadies him- 
self By means of his left hand upon the back of the chair, and 
with his right holds the speculum upwards, ing his thumb 
gently upon the patient’s forehead ; the loop of soft platinum 
wire is introduced into the carrier, and connected with the 
windlass ; it has been white-hot a moment before, and is now 


platinum, can 
entire. There is usually no bleeding, and the place where the 
polypus was attached is marked by a white stripe or spot. The 
patient has suffered some irritation from the instrument, and 
rhaps been obliged to sneeze, but after the use of his pocket- 
handkerchief is quite ready to proceed to the extraction of the 


(To be concluded.) 


CASE OF SUCCESSFUL OVARIOTOMY. 
By JOHN KEMPTHORNE, F.R.C.S. Enc., L.R.C.P. Lonp. 


Mrs, W-—, of Pillaton, Cornwall; in her fiftieth year; 
above the average height. Married in 1845; her husband died 
in 1865, of albuminuria and ulceration of the larynx. She 
had always been a healthy woman. Menstruation became 


irregular six years since, and ceased in 1864. Never had any 
children, nor any miscarriages. She believes that the ovarian 
tumour began when the catamenia became irregular, and was 


sixj years growing to the time of the operation. She was 
tapped at the Royal Albert Hospital, Devonport; and again 
about four months afterwards by myself, when a large quan- 
tity of thick, oily-looking, chocolate-coloured fluid was drawn 
off. I tapped her after an interval of three months once more, 
and fifty-three pints of fluid were removed. On the day of the 
operation, two months afterwards, she measured forty-four 
inches round the abdomen by the navel. She had used warm 
baths every night for a week previously; and on the day pre- 
ceding there was slight diarrhea, which cleared out the 
bowels. 

On the 29th of May, 1868, she breakfasted well between 
§ and 9 o'clock, and was operated on at l p.m. She took no 
vious y warm e a 
iethonlay iacammnanin, which had been ordered from Coxeter 
of London, were provided for the occasion : 


a cool = Everything is ready, and the operation proceeds. 
The platinum loop is passed over the polypus ; it is then con- 
stricted round its ogo by means of the windlass ; connexion 
tS is made with the foot, and after a slight hissing noise indicating 
a! the burning off of the pedicle of the polypus, the growth, most] 
EEN 
: 7, 
S 
= | = 
= 
=/ = x Shs = 
i trocar, with hooks and india-rubber tube (not required) ; 
Spencer Wells's forceps for grasping the pedicle (not used); 
Baker Brown's clamp; four yards of silver wire; two Baker 
Brown’s tubular needles; two actual cauteries, &c. These 
were laid out ready to hand, and covered over. Everyone 
| having quitted the room, the patient, who was in an ad- 
joining apartment, was requested to dress herself for the 
operation. The dress consisted of a pair of fiannel drawers, 
worsted stockings, flannel vest, and flannel dressing-gown. 
As soon as she entered the room, Mr. Kerswill, junior (of 
St. Germans), came to her and placed ber under the influence 
| of chloroform, with the assistance of his father ; when I joined 
| them, accompanied by Mr. Brown (of Callington) and Mr. 
D. Thompson (of Launceston), who arranged themselves, the 
one on 1ny right and the other on my left, to assist me. Basins 
of hot water were placed conveniently near to immerse the 
hands before touching any of the abdominal organs; flannels 
also were provided, to be used in keeping back intestines. 
Tho. hot, and the intestines collapsed by the pre- 
vious diarrhea, none of these helps were much in request. | 
I have been thus minute in detailing the preparatory pro- | 
ceedin ee, as I shall be in describing the occurrences of the case 
through its several stages to its final successful issue, for this 
reason : that country practitioners, who live some distance from 
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<pinattete an send their cases there to be 


them for themselves. Their brethren in large 

nected with hospitals, seldom get the privilege of having good 
surgical cases in their hands. It therefore behoves | 
them Sotieay off their diffidence, and give their ts the 
advantage of their skill in their own country : oy 
attention to particulars, there a oe 
not obtain some of the success which their more fortunate 
brethren who are hospital surgeons carry off. 

Having ascertained there was no urine in the bladder by a 
catheter, an exploratory incision of four or five inches was 
made below the umbilicus. On opening the peritoneum on a 
broad steel director, a little ascitic fluid oosed thre the 

i The tumour, which was found adherent to ab- 
by ascalpel, and the fluid allowed 
basins, which filled two buckets, esti- 
mated to hold four or four and a half gallons, the tumour bei 
ually separated from its attachments by the fingers, 
— oo as its contents — removed. — Brown 
pson supported the a omen, pressed on e tumour, 
and ——— any escape of fluid into the abdominal cavity. 
The incision was finally extended several inches upwards above 
the umbilicus, when extensive adhesions to the abdominal 
organs were laid bare. Some were easily broken down by the 
fingers. One large adhesion, just below the stomach, was 
clamped, and cut through by the actual cau’ about three 
inches, as well as another situated on the right side. The final 
y mame lay across the pelvic cavity ; some were broken 
and Pa to inches clam and secured on the right 
(probly one of the pedicles), and a pedicle of four inches on | 
t was separated by the clamp and hot irons. On re- 
moving the clamp from the left pedicle an artery bled, which 
was at once secured by a needle carrying silver-wire, which 
was twisted, cut off close, and left in. As the different adhe- 
sions were cut through by the irons they were allowed to fall 
back into the abdomen. I did not consider it necessary to 
scrutinize very minutely the anatomical attachments of the 
tumour, but contented myself by taking care that every im- 
portant part was out of the way of the clamp. Having satisfied 
myself that there was no bleeding, for which purpose I used a 
sie very sparingly, I closed the abdominal walls with twelve 
ver 


ater were used, 


She was removed into bed within an hour 
operation. About an hour 
afterwards the pulse was 84. She complained of pain in the 
abdomen, and expressed her fears to her sister that the tumour 
pepe ages ne A suppository of half a grain of acetate 
I visited her the same night at 
ond another supposi 
May 20th Pulse 96 at noon ; at 10 P.M., 110. There had 
been some sickness and vomiting since my ’ midday visit ; for 
Sareniediod ate ilute acid to be taken 
every hour unti v a supposi of half a grain of 
acetate of morphia was given. = 
3lst.—Pulse in the morning, 115; at night, 118. Taken 
beef-tea plentifully since Satarday ; but as it to make 
= sick, it _ omitted in favour of simple ee food 
milk. su itory of two grains of m repeated. 
June Ist.—Pu Pulse in the morning, 112; at “night, 104. A 
deal of flatus in the abdomen. No tympanitis ; and no 
erness on pressure. itory to be omitted. 
2nd.—Pulse, in the morning and evening, 100. Vomited a 
little. Four sutures removed. Two 


ps of 
of the 


3rd.—Pulse 95. Vomited twice in the morning. 
to be given three times a day, con 
of quinine and ten minims of 
94 at night. Vomited once in the afternoon. 
i of mutton-chop sucked during the gS 
Three sutures removed. 
—Pulse 85 at noon. Vomited once very slightly. Bowels 
Ate some 


nd toe very slghly. Appetit improving. 


A draught | resul 
three grains of disul- 

ilute sulphuric acid. 
A few 


| Ao 0 ee the bowels acted again slightly. ‘Ato some rabbit 
rated upon, when they have the opportunity of conducting in Two 


towns, uncon- | sutures taken out. 


5th.—Bowels 


relief. 


Sickness and spasm of 
lest two or t days. Appetite good. 
6th.—Removed another suture. Pulse 84; appetite good ; 
bowels once in the night. Continue _— draught. 
7th. — remaining sutures taken out. ps well; appe- 


—Nettle-rash produced by eating new 
green peas on the 6th. ond 
offensive. Dressings of carbolic acid and water to be used. 
%th.—Pulse 85. Nettle-rash Bowels acted. Matter 
discharging from the wound. linen bandage to be used for 


a day or two. 
10th. — discharging from the wound and needle- 
Carbolic-acid dressings to be continued; and a 
t, containing iron and citrate of quinine (ten ‘grains), 


to be taken three times a da: 
11th.—Wound partly healed, but 


tient looks better, and expresses herself 
12th. 90. in the morning, from beer 
rather stale. Wound discharging healthy 
13th. “PPalse 105. A little hardness and swelling observed 
on the right side of the abdomen, extending to the wound. 
14th.—Diarrhcea five or six times. Suppository of two grains 
of opium used. Matter discharging from wound and needle- 
no Pulse 97; appetite good. Has not taken any 
dy since the first two or three days; prefers port wine. 
15th.—Pulse 100, Bowels acted twice. Swelling continues 
on the right side. — a little coated. Says she has a 
little thirst. Urine higher coloured; appetite unimpaired ; 
wound healing. Repeat opiate su sitory. 
16th.—Pulse 100. Hardness and swelling continue. Bowels 
acted once. Two drachms of oo © chinchona to be 
taken four hours in some port win 
97. Bowels acted Takes nourishment 
f 
1sth.—Pulse 100. Bowels not acted. Sick once after a cup 


of tea. 
ad third of abdomen softer. Bowels 


22nd.—Pulse 77; eae sat up five minutes. 

J ‘appetite 

1lth.— Walked out half a mile. Quite well. 

Sept. 2nd.—Continues quite well. 

I consider the success of this operation to be entirely due to 

wn. 
Callington, Cornwall, September, 1568. 


DESCRIPTION OF A 
PORTABLE HOT-AIR AND VAPOUR BATH. 
By SURGEON-MAJOR WYATT. 


I DESIRE to avail myself of the columns of Tue Lancer to 
submit to the notice of the profession an adaptation of a 
portable bath, for hot air, simple or medicated vapour, which 
I think will be found to be more generally available than any 
= have been hitherto employed. 

y 


i} 
anc © Many-tailed Dandage was 
flannel roller bandage was placed 
around her merely out of compliment to the expressed wish of 20th.— Pulse 93; wound nearly healed; appetite good ; 1 
one of the ——_ —. which got loose in the night, and | swelling softer. 
was not reapplied. The tumour lay athwart the abdomen, th oo ees <= f 
incipal part to the right side. It was one large cyst contain 
small cells scattered over its internal surfa i 
r and a littie turpentine muiniste : @ one in the : 
—_ and the other in the evening. A little mutton-chop | 
sucked. 
ting from the defects in the different forms of apparatus } 
at present for the local and 
rticular parts of the y, ially when i ; 
by vaporised drugs is desirable; and I consider that, 
whether for one requirement or the other, the most convenient : 
position, and that from which it may ly anticipated the patient | 
will derive the greatest amount of benefit, is by employing . 
the bath when {n the horizontal posture in bed, the sheets 
.— ' being removed during the process. ‘ 


810 Tue Lancer,) 


PORTABLE HOT-AIR AND VAPOUR BATH. 


The hot-air bath has been long known to, and used by, 
fe meg but I have always felt that its power of eon- 
ing many states of diseased action, with or without the 
addition of drugs to the vapours, has received at present but 
a very partial recognition ; and I recollect well hearing, many 
= ago, when stationed in Ireland, that astute physician, 
late Sir Henry Marsh, aay that he considered the power 
of cutaneous absorption under the influence of high tempera- 
tures would, sooner or later, be ripe te have a greater 
counteracting influence on the effects of many diseases than 
the present generation of practitioners conceded to it. Of the the 
truth of this statement I have a growing conviction ; and I 
May venture ‘Sodde aap with some confidence from my experi- 
vapours, w ve with ti 
benefit in the treatment of many supposed b 
dependently of the specific cutaneous affections. I have found 
it to be invaluable in the treatment of aeons and gouty 
a of either the acute or chronic form ; also in bronchitis 
and renal affections; and latterly I have witnesred its bene- 
ficial effects in a remarkably obstinate form of diabetes. I 
lowe by th yment (as soon as the dia) has been 
moe ) of the hot-water bath at a temperature of 98° Fahr., 
which can be conveniently arranged in the ordinary slipper 
bath by the bedside, and into which the addition of A mond 
ae tash will in many cases be found of very material 
fover ts to express ves as nant y soothed after bei 
lifted into this, and beg to be allowed a ition. But 
will not presume to address those readers of Tue Lancet who 
are better able than pp to discriminate at estimate the 
physiological action of remedial agencies. I desire merely to 
claim for this particular form of air and vapour bath a degree 
of portability and usefulness which, so far as I can ascertain, 
has not been hed by other forms, the objectionable 
of think, been effectually in this. 
has been objected to, for constant use, on 


i of 
the requirements 
by this sim 


I may remark, in conclusion, that, 
eration of a medical character, all 


1 can only say that when the 


reg 

son 
obviates tendency to the tilting f beneath the 
clothes of the u w is covered with thick felt, and 
or vapour, when it is required for the 
only. The spirit lamp is so contrived that the flame can be 
extinguished without any effort of the attendant roe blow it 
out; and the perforated diaphragm above the lam 
so that Se ae ‘the hot air 
casily permeates), on a small dish fer subhmating powders, or 


if for of moist vapour only, in 2 ved which is 
to held hall @ pint of water This commences to 


boil im ten minutes after the lamp is lighted, and becomes 

in forty minutes. 
ith regard to the employment of mercurial fumigations, 

believe that the most successful method is, first te produce a 
tle diaphoresis over the entire cutaneous surface by the 


ascend and to be 

into the most favourable condition for a’ 

for by mercury is 

the abso he mineral is much assisted by the 

voles te the week, of the bub The 

made of wood and iron in sections, being contrived for packing 
and portability, and the whole apparatus when packed in » 
tin case weighs only twenty-two pounds. 


A. Tube, perforated and covered with 
felt. 


B. Loose perforated diaphragm, upon 
which can be placed vessels to contain 
chemicals and liquids for evaporation, 
which should be removed when simple 
hot air is used. 

C. Door, to slide, to which is attached 
the spirit lamp and extinguisher. 

D. Sliding weight, to counterbalance 
projecting tube, A. 

E. Hinged door, which should always 
be kept closed while the bath is in 
operation. 


Durtwe the week ending August 22nd the deaths 
in Liverpool were 330, or 1 above the corrected av’ of the 
last ten years, and 46 above the corresponding week in 1867. 
Zymotic disease carried off 136 persons. 


Dr. Nexaton has been summoned to visit M. Mon- 


talambert, who is seriously indisposed. 


t 
| bath is subsequently used the effeet is precisely of an —_ 
| character (I presume from endosmotic action), and t ite 
| soothing infnence will conduce to sufreshing deep, whese thie 
| has been by drugs 
administered internally. 1 e employed the hot-air 
for many successive nights, and a distinguished physician has 
informed me of an instance where it was used every night for 
in the dish on the diaphragm. The vapour soon begins to 
A 
iW 
il 
il 
| = 
——— 
| 
i. 
| 
} 
Orts LUrkis va an ve well 
domestic contrivanee, with the use subsequently of the hot | 
or tepid water arranged by the bedside in a common slipper 
under my supervision by Mr. Nettleton, ironmonger, of Sloane- 
square. 
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prolapsed bladder. The pains increased i 


between the wells of the sestnm and vaginn, 


e forefinger of m 
two ers of right hand 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 

CASES ILLUSTRATING THE TREATMENT OF H ZMORRHOIDS 
AND PROLAPSUS OF THE RECTUM. 

(Under the care of Mr. Henny Gare.) 


hid 


hly arrests any bleeding. 


wa 
a catheter, 


or offshoot 
much de- 


ears ; 
pains at 7 o’c 


; first prego 
sent for me at 8.30 4. M 


1 


with 


if 7 
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tive, and not fully developed. It had a hare-lip and cleft 
REPORTS OF MIDWIFERY CASES. palate. 
Mrs, G——, aged thirty-five years, sixth 
Br OMAR COURT, LE.GP. for me at 5 4M. on the 15th of March, 1868 
t at first was . &h 
Tue following reports of midwifery cases which lately oc- 
curred in my practice may prove interesting to some of my | bowels were moves, she had a sensation of ful 
fellow-practitioners in the country, who, like myself, are often | was something that wanted to pass, and prev 
compelled to trust to their own resources in time of difficulty, | emptying the rectum. The tumour felt soft 
on account of the delay in obtaining a second opinion. was covered by the mucous membrane of the \ a 
five _ F nty t her | feel the os uteri high up in front of the tumou .) 
eized the | presentation. 
lash, and = completely, 
he vertex present 
ith my fing mt of urine 1 
os o 
which 
The head 
re 
pontraction 
"OL t 
de; ere 
n allow exh and 
roduced, wi for 
he blades | 
a. i at 
I delivered ild's 
were rem¢ The 
concluded free 
he cranium en, 
ring each | 
lders would 
nd hooked 
firm. I the 
not 
| 
by 
be 
On 
di 
at 
and the thi 
ne cy, passed three 
ve of the sacrum, and, hig 
head turned towards th 
position for passing the Deen the OF abvending practic 
ae a at this hospital are familiar with the method i 
one of hd by Mr. Henry Smith for the treatment of 
ith a littie care | introduc d prolapeus of the rectum. This process, to- | 
the back of the fetus u lescription of the instrument used, was first iq 
0 he profession in Taz Lancet of Oct. 4th, 1863. 
gers and the back of the child, and pushed it i e use of what is termed the ‘‘ hemorrhoidal 
gush of water ensved; the head then collapsed : off 
mainder of the monster was expelled at the nex are then successively cut off by scissors, 
ta followed in ten minutes; and the wom ps of the tumours are thoroughly cauterised by 
y well, only requiring an opiate the first nigh an earlier period nitric acid was used for the i 
of monster.—The first half was a bting the bleeding, but on one oceasion some i 
in every reapect, with a large, firm, well-develop 
o! i two ve i 
leped, end tent mith has now used this method of treatment very 
without nails. It had no arms, but was attached mest severe end 
Ey ite chouller to the firet child and on the opposite shoulder lapsus of the the 
wes plowed such as to cause its adoption to a great extent h in this 
the arm should have grown. Root ane sory Nea, ae country and the colonies. Of the numerous cases which have 
would hold a pint and a half of water. The eyes were occurred in the hospital, there has not been a single instance 
A 
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where any bad result whatever has taken place, and only one 
instance in which the treatment failed to cure the disease. 
The merit of the plan consists in its being free from danger, | 
and in insuring for the patient a very short convalescence as 
com with that following the use of the ligature. In by | 
far the majority of the cases the patients have left the hospital | 
on the fifth day, or within a week; and in several instances © 
Mr. Smith has performed the operation in the out-patient — 
room, but, except in some cases, he does not recommend this, 
as perfect rest after the cperation is very desirable. When 
mucous nembrane alone has to be removed, the pain is so 
slight that Mr. Smith never administers chloroform; but 
when, as is often the case, there is a considerable amount of 
skin to be removed, he employs anwsthesia. The absence of 
anything like severe pain on the use of the cautery is ac- 
counted for by the fact that the clamp is lined on the back of 
the blades with ivory, so that the heat is not transmitted 
through the metal to the surrounding parts. 

We will insert a few cases, to illustrate this mode of treat- 
ment, from Mr. Smith’s case-book. 


was applied to the entire surface of the prolapsed bowel with 
the — —, The + from pooch at the anus was next 
removed in long deep slips at right angles to the orifice. 
The bowels were kept locked up for four ‘nok oben they were 
acted upon by castor oil without the least prolapse. The 
wounds slowly healed, and produced a firm cicatrix. The 
patient was kept in the ital for a month without the least 


ap ce of prolapse, it is to be hoped that the cure 
will be permanent. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
TWO CASES OF OPIUM-POISONING. 
(Under the care of Dr. Rapcuirre.) 
Tue interest of the following cases lies in the employment 
of belladonna as an antidote to opium. The notes were fur- 
nished by Mr. C. T. Winckworth, the house-physician. 


Ellen H——-, aged thirty-nine, was admitted Aug. 11th, at 
10.30 a.m., having taken about three drachms of danum 


| a quarter of an hour before. She was scarcely sensible. Skin 
very cold; pulse small and slightly increased in ees 
tixed ; 


| was very sleepy, and 


breathing shallow ; pupils very much contracted, and 
said there was a mist before her eyes and 
she could not see. Ordered an emetic of sulphate of zinc, 


| after which she had strong coffee and was walked about the 
| ward.—2.30 p.m.: Turpentine and castor oil enema, mustard 


poultice to the pit of the stomach, and ten minims of tincture 
belladonna every half-hour. To continue — strong 
acting 


ptom | coffee. — 6.30 p.m.: Pupils moderately dilated, 


the bleeding. | No bad 


In the following case there is presented an instance of one 
of the worst forms of prolapsus, and one but rarely seen. It 
was the case we have alluded to, where the operation by the 
clamp failed to produce a cure. Mr. Smith was of opinion that 
he did not remove enough of this prolapsed membrane. And 
it is probable that the removal of a greater amount of skin at 
the first operation would have been more useful. The effect 
of the treatment by a combination of the nitric acid with very 
free excision of the relaxed skin is well illustrated here. If 
this treatment had not succeeded, Mr. Smith’s intention was 
to use the clamp again much more freely than he did at first. 

Casr 4.—Mrs. W——,, aged fifty, was admitted in the early 
part of July, under the care of Mr. Henry Smith. She had an 
enormous prolapse of the rectum, consisting apparently of the 
entire coats of the bowel. The mucous membrane was smooth 
and vascular, and scarcely at all altered in its texture. The 
tumour was nearly the size of an infant’s head, the sur- 
rounding skin was loose and thick, and the anus was so dilated 
that the entire hand could be introduced. The affection had 


been the source of the greatest mi to the woman for many 
beanie the care of Mr. Smith, 


acid to the mucous membrane, and a free removal of the 
the anus. 


On July 11th, chloroform being given, strong nitric acid 


slowly. The mixture ted every hour and a half for five 
doses. Bowels open in the evening. Was frequently aroused 
skin and she perspires freely 

Aug. 1 —Skin is warm, ires very ; 

pils act properly ; tongue dry and furred ; is thirsty; throat 
= no appetite ; bowels open ; pulse 72 and soft. — 2 p.m.: 
Repeat the mixture with gentian every four hours. — 6 P.M.: 
Throat very dry ; numbness and sensation of ing in the 
hands and forearms. Ordered to omit the mixture. To have 
half a drachm of sal volatile and the same quantity of spirits 

13th. pretty ight ; tongue a little cleaner ; 
less thirst = dryness of the throat; no appetite; bowels 
ee still numbness in fingers and arms ; 

Martha G-——, aged sixty, was admitted A llth, at 
11.15 a.M., suffering from the effects produced by sixpenny- 
worth of laudanum, which she said was nearly equal to two 
tablespoonfuls; she subsequently told her attendants that she 
had taken it at 11.30 the previous evening. She was insensible, 
but could be aroused by shaking. Her skin was very cold; 
pupils contracted toa pin’s point; pulse feeble; breathing very 
shallow, both chest and a’ en being almost immovable. 
Ordered an emetic of mustard and water, introduced by means 
of the stomach pump; and an enema of strong coffee. Was 
kept awake by being frequently shaken, and the sides of the 
chest flapped with cold cloths.—2 r.m.: Ordered an enema of 
turpentine and castor oil; a mustard poultice over the epi- 
pam ces and ten minims of tincture of belladonna every — 

-hour. To be kept awake by shaking, &c. 

August 12th.—10 a.m.: Still very drowsy, but answers 
when spoken to. Skin warm; tongue dry and brown. She 
is thi ; throat . Bowels open once. Pulse 66, 
weak. ing less ow, and chest moves more b 
Can see better than yesterday. Slight headache. Pu 
slightly dilated after nineteen doses of belladonna. Repeat 
the mixture every two hours, with gentian.—9 p.m.: The mix- 
ture every four hours. 

13th.—Tongue still coated ; throat dry; no ite; bowels 
not open ; 72, stronger; pupils act well. Says she feels 
much stronger and better. 
14th.—Slept well last night. Skin warm; tongue moist 
and cleaner; throat less dry; she is not so thirsty; bowels 
open; appetite returned; no headache; pulse 72. Pupils 
regular, and act well. She is convalescent. 

NECROSIS OF THE COMPLETE CIRCUMFERENCE OF A PORTION 
OF THE TIBIA; REMOVAL; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. Francts Masovw.) 
This was the case of a man aged forty-six, who eighteen 
sustained a 


in 1850) fell from an omnibus, and com- 
of the loft log at about ite middle, and a simple 


Cast 1.—M, C——, aged forty-eight, suffered from bleed- a | 
ing _ for fourteen years; the hemorrhage has continued 
for three days at a time, and has latterly burst out after walk- 
ing avy distance. On examination, a mass of bright vascular 
hemorrhoidal tumours was found protruding from the anus. 
On the day after admission (July 20th), the bowels having 
been weil cleared by castor oil, the tumours were successively 
seized by the hooked forceps, embraced by the clamp, and 
then cut off; the actual cautery was applied to the base of 
each, bleeding being completely arrested. No bad sym 
followed the ——- The bowels were kept locked 
— uatil the 23rd, when they were acted upon by castor 

She was discharged on the 26th. 

Casz 2. — J. C——, aged sixty-one, terribly blanched by 
hemorrhage from the rectum, was admitted into the hospital | 
July 19th, with a large prolapse of the entire circumference of 
the mucous membrane of the gut. The operation was per- | 
formed a | 20th. The clamp was applied to as many as five | 
segments of mucous membrane. Cautery also was used. The 
hemorrhage was completely controlled. No bad symptom 
followed. The bowels were acted upon by castor oil on the | 
23rd ; and the patient, although much reduced by the previous 
hemorrhage, was able to go out of the hospital exactly a week | 
after the operation. | 

Case 3.—J. C——., aged forty, admitted into the hospital | 
on April 17th. On examination, four large internal hemor- | 
rhoids, of a bright vascular character, protruded at the anus. 
The operation was performed on the 18th, four tumours being 
removed. Cautery completely rere 
symptom followed, and the patient w 

— of mucous membrane, and excising some slips of skin 
around the anus. But the relief was only partial, and it 

was Mr. Smith’s intention to perform a second operation ; but 
the patient remained away until the present time, when she 
returned with her disease quite as bad as before. As the 
mucous membrane was so entirely py and as the pro- 
lapsus seemed to depend greatly upon a laxity and weakness 
of the anal orifice, Mr. Smith determined to try the effect of 

skin 
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fracture of the right. In three months he quite recovered, 
and remained perfectly well until October, 1867, when, with- 
out any apparent cause, an abscess formed in the site of the 
injury in the left tibia, which subsequently burst. On ad- 
mission into the hospital, there were several sin.ses leading to 
bare bone, from which exuded the peculiar fetid discharge cha- 
racteristic of necrosis. On Feb. 4th, 1868, the patient having 
been placed under the influence of chloroform, Nir. Mason re- 
moved a piece of the tibia, about four inches in length, having 
wormeaten edges, and consisting of the entire circumference of 
the bone. The patient made a most excellent recovery; and 
although the leg was somewhat weak, he could, when he left 
the hospital (about two months after the operation), bear his 
weight upon it. The site of the operation was completely 
filled up with solid material. Mr. Mason took occasion to 
remark, that the case was interesting inasmuch as the whole 
circumference of the bone was involved. Such cases were 
rare. He also alluded to a point of tical value, upon 
which there has been much discussion of Jate—the chance the 
patient has of a reproduction of bone or other material in 

of the necrosed portion. When he was last seen, in July, there 
seemed good promise of a most useful limb. 


WEST LONDON HOSPITAL. 
CALCULUS VESICZ; LITHOTOMY ; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. Atrrep Cooper.) 
Ws are indebted to Mr. Wyman, the house-surgeon, for the 
following notes :— 
H. W-——, aged twelve, a tolerably healthy-looki 


ing boy, 
was admitted into this hospital April 13th. For the last 


year he has had symptoms of stone. Three weeks before he 
was admitted as an in-patient he was examined at this hospital 
by Mr. Cooper, and a stene was detected. From the time of 
his admission till the operation—seventeen days—he had no 
symptoms whatever. 

April 30th.—Mr. Cooper removed a large uric-acid calculus 
(seven drachms, sixteen grains) by the lateral operation, using 


rectangular statf. No hemorrhage followed the operation. 

May Ist.—The patient has passed a good night. Pulse 108. 
Skin cool ; no thirst. ‘The urine comes freely by the wound. 

3rd.—Going on quite favourably. The bowels not having 
acted since the operation, a dose of castor oil was given. 

8th.—-A little urine passed by the urethra to-day. The 
wound Jooks indolent, and was touched with nitrate of silver. 
As the wound showed no disposition to heal, — 
of nitrate of silver was repeated every morning, a lotion 
of sulphate of zinc—three grains to the ounce—ordered to be 
used. A mixture containing quinine and ide of iron 
was also ordered. 

2ist.—The urine has ceased to come by the wound, which 
is still, however, very indolent. 

June 11th.—A drachm of cod-liver oil, with the same quan- 
tity of iron wine, to be taken three times a day. A lotion 
containing a drachm of potassio-tartrate of iron to four ounces 
of water to be applied to the wound. After this the wound 
began to heal, and is now (June 25th) nearly well. The boy 
is allowed to get up and go out of doors. 

i 


29th.—D: 
FUNGATING TUBERCULOUS TESTICLE ; RECOVERY. 


J. 8S——, a labourer, aged twenty-two, was admitted into 
the hospital, under Mr. Cooper's care, on March 18th, 1868. He 
has noticed enlargement of his left testicle for about two months. 
He has now a | fungating mass more t an inch in 
diameter, con’ with his left testicle. The granulations 
are large, and disposed to slough. The man is thin, and has 
cicatrices about his jaw, the result of old strumous abscesses. 
There are also evidences of tubercle at the apices of both 
lungs. Chlorinated poultices ordered to be applied. The 
patient put on full diet, with wine and cod-liver oil. 

April 9th.—The granulating mass is cleaner, but not much 
smaller. Two grains of quinine, with five grains of iodide of 
potassium, to be taken three times a day. 

15th.—The fungus bas not diminished in size. Equal parts 
of tincture of iodine and water to be painted on every morn- 
ing. Under this treatment the granulations became gradually 
smaller, the skin contracting and covering the sore, which had 

uite healed by the 25th of May, when the patient was dis- 
Seengid. The left testicle is nearly as large as the right, and 
is not tender or nodulated. It is adherent to the cicatrix. 


Lebicws and Aotices of Pooks. 


The Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication, 
By Cuaries Darwiy, M.A., F.R.S., Two volumes. 
London : John Murray, Albemarle-street. 1868. 

THIRD NOTICE. 

Tue sections on the good effects of Crossing, and on the evil 
effects of Interbreeding, are very full. Manifest evil does not 
usually follow, says Mr. Darwin, from pairing the nearest rela- 
tions for two, three, or even four, generations ; but several 
causes interfere with the detection of the evil. He enters but 
little into this subject in reference to man, on account of the 
natural prejudices by which it is surrounded ; but he dwells 
upon the fact that marriages between relations seem to be 
strictly prohibited by all nations. It would be interesting, he 
says, to get some information as to the higher anthropomor- 
phous apes on this subject; whether any instinctive feeling 
exists leading them to pair with distinct families rather than 
with each other. At any rate, it appears to be a great law of 
Nature that the crossing of animals and plants not closely re- 
lated to each other is highly beneficial, or even necessary ; and 
that interbreeding prolonged during many generations is 
highly injurious. 

The important phenomena of Hybridism naturally receive 
full consideration at the author’s hands. He evidently feels that 
the fertility of varieties one with another, and the infertility of 
naturel species, form a great difficulty, although not an over- 
whelming ome. We have no space to follow him through all 
his arguments. Since the date of his work on the “Origin of 
Species,” he has investigated the fertility of reciprocally dimor- 
phic and trimorphic plants, when illegitimately united, from 
which he shows that the test of lessened fertility, both in first 
crosses and in hybrids, is no safe criterion of specific distinc- 
tion, and obtains illustrations in favour of his conclusion, that 
the sterility which almost invariably follows the union of 
distinct species depends exclusively on differences in their 
sexual constitution. He confesses the very complex nature of 
the investigation, which is greatly increased by our ignorance 
in regard to the normal and abnormal action of the reproduc- 
tive system. But we can see, he thinks, that species, owing 
to their struggle for life with numerous competitors, must 
have been exposed to more uniform conditions during long 
periods of time than have been domestic varieties ; and this 
may well make a wide difference in the result. The chapters 
on Selection abound with facts and information. The follow- 
ing are interesting, as showing that constitutional peculiarities, 
entailing liability to the action of certain poisons, are corre- 
lated with the colour of the skin. The black colour of the 
pigs of Virginia is due to the animals feeding upon the roots 
of a plant which colours their bones pink, and, except in the 
black varieties, causes their hoofs to drop off. In the Taren- 
tino only black sheep are kept, because a plant which abounds 
there kills the white ones in about a fortnight’s time. 

Complexion and liability to certain diseases are believed to 
run together in man and the lower animals. White terriers 
suffer most severely from distemper. And the same influences 
may be traced in the vegetable world. The facts mentioned in 
regard to the Virginia pigs prove that there is a very wide 
difference between the chemical and the physiological value of 
food; and that, chemically speaking, a very nutritious diet 
table may practically be anything but nutritious. As Mr. G. H. 
Lewes remarks, in his ‘‘ Physiology of Common Life,” a pound 
of flesh is enormously superior to a pound of cabbage ; yet to 
a rabbit the cabbage is the superior food, whilst to the dog it 
is no food at all. 

In discussing the Direct and Definite Action of the External 
Conditions of Life, Mr. Darwin has collected some interesting 
information, which we give in a somewhat curtailed form :— 
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walk barefoot with impunity in the same apartment where a 
European recently landed is exposed to the attacks of the 
pulex penetrans. This insect, the well-known chigoe, can then 
distinguish a difference between the blood and tissue of a 
European and those of a white man born in the country :— 
owing, probably, to what Liebig says, that the blood of men 
with different complexions emits a different odour, though 
inhabiting the same country. 

** Diseases peculiar to certain localities, heights, or climates 
show the influence of external circumstances on the human 
body. The Plica Polonica rarely attacks Germans who inhabit 
the neighbourhood of the Vistula, where so many Poles are 
grievously affected; but it does not affect Russians, who are 
said to belong to the same original stock with the Poles. The 
elevation of a district often governs the appearance of diseases. 
A peculiar cutaneous complaint, called the Bouton d’Alep, 
affects in Aleppo and its neighbourhood almost every native 
infant, and some few strangers. In St. Helena scarlet fever is 
dreaded like the plague. Analogous facts have been observed 
in Chili and Mexico, Even in different departments of France 
it is found that various infirmities which render the conscript 
unfit for the army prevail with remarkable inequality, showing, 
as Boudin observes, that many of them are endemic.” 

Mr. Darwin quotes the people of the United States as an 
illustration of the changes which may be brought about in a 
short time, and asks, if emigration into that country were 
now stopped, who can say that the character of the whole 
people would not be greatly modified in the course of two or 
three thousand years ? 

The facts about the origin of nectarines from peaches, the 
red and yellow magnum-bonum plum, the deafness of kittens 
with blue eyes, the influence of climate in modifying diseases, 
and the action of contagious matters on men and ahimals, &c., 
are very interesting reading. 

The author has drawn, as we have said, largely upon mem- 
bers of our profession, and the reader will meet with the names 
of Hunter, Paget, Virchow, Beale, and others. 

We have no space to discuss the doctrine of pangenesis, 
which was in some points maintained by Baffon. 

These volumes will be read by a great number of persons for 
their interest in all that concerns natural history apart from 
the author’s hypothesis altogether, upon the truth of which, 
after all, it may be an evidence of wisdom to hold the judg- 
ment in suspense until fresh facts have been brought to bear 
upon it. 
Pathological Anatomy of the Female Sexual Organs. By 

M. M.D., Professor at the University of 

Vienna. Translated from the German by JoserH Kram- 

meReER, M.D., Physician to the German Hospital and Dis- 

pensary, New York; and Bensamin F. Dawson, M.D., 

Assistant to the Chair of Obstetrics in the College of Phy- 

sicians and Surgeons, New York. New York: Moorhead, 

Simpson and Bond. London: Triibner and Co. 

Ovr American brethren have a keen appreciation of the best 
in European literature. The translation of Klob’s work is an 
illustration. We have to thank them for the undertaking, 
and for having brought it to a very fair termination. There 
are a few carelessnesses in the literary execution of the work, 
but great pains seem to have been taken to give the meaning 
of the author; and, considering the difficulties of rendering 
the finer shades of the meaning of a German author, the trans- 
lation is a very creditable one. Our readers will do well to 
possess themselves of this work. We have nothing exactly 
like it in our literature. It is true that not a little of the 
material which goes to make up this book is gleaned from 
British gynecologists, whose contributions to uterine pathology 
have always been, and never more so than of late years, 
very valuable. But even this is scattered through general and 
clinical treatises on the diseases of women, whereas this work 
is devoted exclusively to pathological anatomy. It not only 
includes the pathologi tomical doctrines of our own 
teachers, but those of Rokitansky, Kiwisch, Virchow, Bithl, 
and others, criticised by Klob himself, who speaks with the 


greatest authority and decision on questions of physiological or 


pathological anatomy. Under the three heads of Anomalies 
of Formation, Anomalies of Nutrition, and Puerperal Affee- 
tions of the Uterus, he includes a complete anatomical state- 
ment of all the diseased conditions of the unimpregnated and 
impregnated and puerperal uterus, as well as of the various 
displacements of this organ. We have only room for one 
quotation, which will illustrate the character both of the 
original work and of its translation. It is Klob’s description 
of the highest degree of endometritis. He has previously ex- 
pressed his unconditional agreemeut with Kiwisch and Bihl 
that in all puerperal diseases the inner surface of the uterus is 
the first affected, and that all subsequent affections derive 
their origin from puerperal metritis or endometritis, and are 
dependent directly or indirectly on them :— 

“The highest degree of this affection presents a condition 
which is unsurpassed in frightfulness by any other disease, 
and for which putrefaction of the uterus would be a mild 
name. To the honour of the obstetrical art be it said, that 
such degrees of destruction are very rare. Plagge’s endome- 
tritis nosocomialis ; Cruveilhier’s typhus puerperalis, metritis 
septica, sphacelus uteri puerperalis; and Boer's putrescentia 
uteri, are synonyms for this condition. In such cases the 
uterus is imperfectly contracted, its walls are thin, its peri- 
toneal surface reddish and discoloured, and presenting various 
shallow depressions from pressure of adjacent coils of intes- 
tine (Kiwisch), The uterus, consequently, projects consider- 
ably into the abdominal cavity, and is generally directed 
obliquely toward one or the other side, Upon dissection the 
submucous tissue uuderlying the brownish-black mucous mem- 
brane is found transformed into a whitish or yellowish slough, 
well defined from the muscular tissue, the latter, however, 

resenting a dirty reddish, succulent, and softened appearance. 

he seat of the placenta is generally deeply ulcerated ; the 
thrombi cast out from the extremities of the veins slough 
into shreds, and between and within them is a discoloured, 
chocolate-like, ichorous fluid, or a purulent substance, and 
sometimes creamy thick pus. Sometimes the sloughing 
extends into the uterine substance proper, causing d 
excavations on the immer surface of the uterus, a 
destroying a considerable amount of its muscular tissue. The 
destructive process in one or several well-defined points may 
extend through the entire thickness of the uterine walls to the 
peritoneum, which at its centre is of a pale-brown colour, 
finally resulting in perforation of the uterus. Owing to the 
sharply defined limits of such a penetrating slougb, the per- 
foration sometimes has the appearance of being closed in by 
an incarcerated gangrenous plug (\\okitansky). The rest of 
the uterus is generally of a dirty bluish-red colour, is dougby 
and soft, and its muscular tissue lacks that firmness which, if 
this term is applicable to the fulness and elasticity of a recently 
delivered uterus, is noticed even in the dead body. The ex- 
ternal surface of the organ presents depressions from pressure 
of adjacent tympanitic coils of intestine.” 


TORSION OF ARTERIES. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Str,—Allow me to add my testimony to that of Mr. T. 
Bryant as to the value of torsion of arteries as a means of 
arresting hemorrhage. Yor the last six years I have employed 
this method in all cases where the arteries are of any size— 
that is, where the application of the cautery is deemed unad- 
visable,—with invariable success. 

In the operation of castration in horses, of all ages, the 
method has answered most satisfactorily; the method being 
what Mr. Bryant terms “limited.” At first the spermatic 
artery only was twisted, but it was found that the hemorrhage 
from the artery of the cord delayed the healing of the wound ; 
and the method I pursue at present is as follows :—After ex- 
posing the testicle, the vas deferens, cremaster, &c., are divided 

y the knife; the vascular cord is then enclosed in a clam and 


divided ; the free end is then grasped by the torsion no 


and twisted until the arteries break—the spermatic, being 
largest, always being the last to give way,—and the operation 
is over. In no case have I witnessed any hemorrhage, and 
the results have been all one could desire, 

Your obedient servant, 


3 W. Wiictams, F.R.S.E., 
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Che Sanitary Commission 


ON THE 
STATE OF THE BARRACKS OF THE 
FOOT-GUARDS. 


THE TOWER. 


Tue Tower was formerly the most unhealthy military station 
in the metropolitan district, It was surrounded by a wet moat, 
and was very badly drained. Enteric fever habitually resided 
within its walls. The water-supply was drawn from amongst 
the shipping of the Thames opposite, where also the drainage 
was discharged. Every nook and corner was crowded with 
houses, which, placed against the ramparts, were incapable of 
ventilation. Three men occupied the space now given to two. 
Epidemics were continual, and the mortality was really fright- 
ful. Thanks to the unremitting exertions of the engineers, most 
of these important defects have been completely remedied. 
Water is now good and plentiful, the drainage tolerably perfect, 
though the sewage is still discharged into the Thames. Houses 
have been pulled down, and overcrowding lessened, so that, 
notwithstanding the defects it will be our duty to notice, the 
Tower now enjoys an immunity from disease which is quite 
remarkable. 

At the period of our visit it was occupied by the Ist battalion 
of Scots Fusilier Guards, numbering 614 rank and file, and 137 
women and children ; one company of Artillery, 45 rank and 
file, and six women; the military store-staff, consisting of 63 
rank and file, and 23 women and children ; and besides these 
there is a civilian population of warders, policemen, &c., to the 
number of 174; making a total of 1062 persons sleeping within 
the gates. This somewhat incongruous population is confined 
within a space which, besides the barracks, is largely taken 
up by ramparts, ancient fortifications whose walls are in some 
instances nine feet thick, small-arm stores, military and bar- 
rack stores, workshops of various kinds, jewel rooms, and 
museums of ancient armour. Overcrowding and inconvenience 
are, on this account, all but unavoidable, and want of space 
presents one of the chief obstacles to the sanitary improvement 
of this interesting old fortress. The principal barrack is a 
modern structure, which was erected on the site of the armoury 
destroyed by fire some five-and-twenty years ago. It has a 
pretentious castellated appearance, which seems at once to 
tell us that internal comfort is sacrificed to architectural 
effect. And this, on entering the cold dark passage, is found 
to be the case. This passes directly through the building, and 
on either side are two large barrack-rooms, The same arrange- 
ment is found on the floors above, and there are several blocks 
of similar construction, some of which are occupied by a com- 
pany of Artillery, and the rest by the Scots Fusilier Guards. 
The description of one apartment will suffice for all. It is 
dark and prison-like. The windows are small, and too high 
to look out of. One, which will not open, abuts upon the 
passage. There are two large openings in the division 
wall which separates the adjoining rooms. The means of 
ventilation consist of Sherringham valves and small ven- 
tilating shafts in each corner, all of which were closed, 
although our visit was made on one of the hottest days 
of July. There is really no thorough ventilation. In 
nearly every room there is an extra bed—a temporary ar- 
rangement made in consequence of the Fenian disturbances, 
but not since cancelled. The universal testimony proves that 
the atmosphere at night is most offensive; and it is certain 
that the means of ventilation, even when properly used, do 
not effect their purpose. On the other hand, the rooms are 
even worse in winter, when every door and ventilator is neces- 
sarily closed. Complaint is made that the allowance of forty- 


two pounds of coal per day to each grate is not sufficient, and 
that with the greatest care it will not burn more than six or 
seven hours. We have already noticed the untidy appearance 
of the Guards’ barrack-rooms. This was forcibly brought out 
by contrast with those of the Artillery, which are of the same 
size and construction. In the former, the floor was coated 
with a heavy sprinkling of sand, without which the barrack 
sergeant said it was impossible to keep them clean, especially 
when fat was spilled upon the floor at dinner time. Dirty 
mops and brushes were also lying about; and the dust-boxes 
were filled with refuse, of which bread formed a considerable 
portion. On the contrary, the Artillerymen kept their barrack- 
rooms scrupulously clean by soap and water well applied once 
a week ; the floor is then strewed for a few hours with saw- 
dust, which completely dries it. It is likewise scrubbed 
daily with a hard bruth ; and if grease fal’s upon the floor by 
accident it is washed out—an operation which makes the men 
careful. Moreover, all the brushes and dirt-boxes are kept in 
a special place. In fact, the comfortable and clean appearance 
of the beds, furniture, and clothes, shows how much better 
this method is. There are no ablution-rooms, latrines, or 
urinals under the barrack roof. The principal ablution-room 
occupies the basement story of one of the ancient towers, and 
is approached by a narrow staircase. It is dark, and the floor 
is perpetually wet. Over it is the cooking kitchen, the ap- 
proach to which is simply as bad as can be; and over this 
again is the library. nce for all, it should be laid down as 
an imperative rule that kitchens should have nothing above 
them, in order that a louvre opening may be made in the roof 
for ventilation: the heat, as here, is otherwise intolerable. 
The b t of th ient tower is occupied by 
latrines. It is, indeed, a most disgusting place. There is an 
open brick ditch running round the walls, over which are 
boxes. There is practically no ventilation, and the stench is 
overpowering. It is stated that they have been condemned, 
that the engineers have prepared a plan for putting in Mac- 
farlane’s latrines; but no money has yet been voted for the 
purpose, and it may be years before the improvement is 
effected. Outside this building the urine tubs were arranged, 
these offensive institutions being used at night throughout the 
tower. It would be interesting to know whether their state 
would be less offensive if they were half-filled with dry earth 
instead of water, which soaks into the wood, and keeps them 
perpetually foul. We would, however, suggest the propriety 
of a small Sanitary Commission to investigate this minor but 
most important subject, and to report on the best means of 
replacing this objectionable arrangement. The baths are bad 
and insufficient, the floors wet and uncomfortable. Great 
complaints were made as to the insufficiency of washing ac- 
commodation : only four coppers for the body-linen of several 
hundred soldiers and their families. Leading out of the wash- 
house is the women’s latrine, altogether most objectionable 
both in position and construction. The married women in the 
main barrack building have to go a long distance to it. Here, 
as elsewhere, the married soldiers are variously lodged. In 
the Artillery, the commanding officer has appropriated a 
barrack-room to three families, and has erected partitions, 
which, with curtains drawn across the openings, make each 
compartment private. This arrangement is effected by putting 
an extra bed into each barrack-room. But the families are 
nevertheless dreadfully off for common comforts. No water, 
no sink, no larder, and no latrine; and they are compelled to 
use the one already noticed, many yards away across the court. 
Other married persons are lodged in separate rooms in the 
main barrack building. This is a most improper association, 
for the women and children cannot stir without being exposed 
to the bad language and observation of the common soldiers. 
Several married sergeants reside in the casemates, which have 
been constructed with the view of restoring the fortifications 
to their original state. These rooms, though large and lofty, 
are dark and ill-ventilated. Although a ventilating shaft has 


q 


816 Tre Lancer,] 


THE COMMUNICABILITY OF TUBERCLE BY INOCULATION. 


(Serr. 5, 1868. 


been made, it fails. There is generally no domestic accom- 
modation whatever. More of these unhealthy and cell-like 
dwellings are about to be built. We respectfully urge the en- 
gineer officer entrusted with the designs to consider whether 
it would not be possible to make them a little more comfort- 
able. The casemates are more adapted for ornament than 
military use. They would not resist a single modern shell, 
and they are not likely to be tested. Surely, therefore, 
some little sacrifice might be made—as, for instance, by put- 
ting in small openings in the front for light and ventilation, 
and by constructing a small kitchen and larder in connexion 
with each room. ‘The garrison hospital is also occupied by 
married non-commissioned officers; and for the purpose to 
which it is now assigned, it leaves little or nothing to be de- 
sired. It was a very bad hospital; but there is everything on 
each floor that a family can want: a room of tolerable size, 
capable of division by a curtain, with windows back and front ; 
a short passage leading to an open balcony; and close by a 
supply of water, a sink, watercloset, a bath, and common store 
room. These form the best and most comfortable married 
quarters we have yet seen. 

There is no recreation-room, but the Guards’ regimental 
library appears to be well stocked and generally patronised. 
Opposite the canteen there is a skittle-alley. For want of 
sufficient accommodation in the Tower a company of Guards is 
sent in turn to St. John’s-wood for gymnastic training, and 
it is remarkable that the appetites of the men improve under 
the regular exercise they are there compelled to undergo. But 
otherwise life in the Tower consists of a dull routine of guard 
and regimental duty. A good deal of time is spent on the 
bed, and we had testimony that when night comes there is no 
real fatigue and no refreshing sleep. A few of the men are 
employed in the workshops, where they earn good wages ; but 
for the rest the canteen is the chief resource. The superior 
sanitary state of the men is owing chiefly to their isolation 
from the civil population, and the restriction as to the hours 
of leave. It seems sad to think that idleness should form an 
inseparable portion of a soldier’s discipline, and we can imagine 
no greater friend than the officer who should devise a scheme 
for combining industry with military routine. 

The means of treating sickness in the Tower are most im- 
perfect. There is a resident assistant-surgeon for the Guards. 
He is provided with a short stock of medicines, kept in the 
library ; but should anything more be wanting, he must send 
to the hospital in Vauxhall-hridge-road. If a man, woman, or 
child were taken suddenly and dangerously ill, there is not a 
single room appropriated to their use. Not long ago a man 
was seized with a fit in the barrack-room, where he remained 
throughout the night, to the discomfort of his comrades. This 
obviously improper arrangement one would suppose might 
easily be remedied. 

The mili store-staff is in i 
such they be called. Whee Sits 
army was formed it was necessary to find lodgings in the Tower 
for the men engaged in the immense warehouses ané store- 
rooms in which military stores are kept, and, in accordance 
with a very general habit, the authorities, instead of meeting 
@ permanent requirement attended with immediate expense, 

propriated some old workshops to their use. These wretched 
places surround a kind of covered court. The rooms are twelve 

t wide and forty-five feet long. They are only seven feet 
high, and on one side they have no thorough ventilation. The 
upper room is open to the roof, which does not keep the rain 
out. There is no ceiling to the lower room, so that it is impos- 
sible to wash the upper floor without deluging the beds &c. 
below with water, and the shower of dust coming through the 
= boards makes residence underneath most nucomfortable. 
he women and children are badly lodged. Three families 
live in one of these rooms. They are devoid of every domestic 
convenience, and are all but uninhabitable, from smoky 
chimneys. The men’s latrines are wet, often ankle-deep in 
water, and badly ventilated. The bath-room is a wretched 
place, without a door, or a seat or a place to lay the clothes on. 


The women have to pass by the men’s barrack rooms, a sentry, 
and outside the main building into another yard, to reach their 
latrines, which, however, were in a proper state, The whole of 
this staff are without medical at ance, and at certain hours, 
when the Tower-gates are locked, there is improper delay in 
obtaining assistance. Not long ago a man committed suicide, 
and some hours ela before assistance could be procured. 
When ill, the men have to be sent to Woolwich Hospital, and 
it is owing only to the gratuitous advice of Dr. Graves, the 
medical attendant of the civil population, that any case of 
urgency is seen to on the spot. 

There is no store-room for the rations of the men, 
and during the recent hot weather the meat has been frequently 
spoiled before it could be cooked. Twice in one week fifteen 
men were obliged to go without their dinner on this account. 

What seems chiefly wanted in the Tower is a proper head or 
commanding officer, and more complete garrison arrangements. 
The limited space is wasted by the necessity of providing sepa- 
rate messes &c. for the various corps. edical supervision, 
library, canteen, and rations generally, should 
be under one system. There is room for great improvements 
both in the nature and appropriation of the barrack accom- 
modation, and in the arrangements for the comfort, amuse- 
ment, and employment of the men. 


THE COMMUNICABILITY OF TUBERCLE BY 
INOCULATION. 


Dr. J. Burpon-Sanperson’s investigations concerning 
the communicability of tubercle by inoculation, undertaken 
in co-operation with the medical officer of the Privy 
Council, and published in the latter gentleman's tenth 
report, confirm the fact of the production in certain rodents 
of a tuberculous malady in consequence of the inoculation 
of tuberculous material taken from man, but lend no further 
help to the interpretation of the fact. Much research and 
thought, indeed, will still be required before the phenomena 
set forth by Dr. Sanderson can receive a satisfactory explana- 
tion ; and hasty generalisation is especially to be deprecated. 
It is true that we owe the systematic series of experiments 
which have recently been prosecuted by many observers to a 
bold theory enunciated by M. Villemin, and to this theory, at the 
first glance, the results of experiment seem to give confirmation. 
But the investigations have educed phenomena which open out 
a wider field of observation than that originally contemplated, 
and which complicate in the highest degree the question first 
proposed for solution. 

In the investigations carried out by Dr. Sanderson, he seeks 
to ascertain, first, if it be true that the inoculation of tubercu- 
lous matter produces in the lower animals morbid changes so 
constant in their anatomical character and development that 
they may be regarded as constituting a disease, and, if so, in 
what terms it could be defined? And, secondly, in what 
respects the morbid results produced by the inoculation of 
tubercle resembled or differed from other diseased conditions 
communicable by the same process, particularly pyzmia, 
glanders, and syphilis, and to what extent they are comparable 
with the effects produced by the introduction into the circula- 
tion of inert solid matter in a state of fine division. In the 
present report, Dr. Sanderson deals only with the results of his 
observations so far as they bear upon the first problem stated ; 
except that in a postscript he adds certain facts from his yet 
incompleted investigation of the second problem which are 
necessary to the right estimation of the results of the first 
branch of his inquiry. For the determination of the 
question relating to the inoculation of tuberculous matter, ex- 
periments were made on fifty-three guinea-pigs. Of these, 
thirty were inoculated directly with diseased material from 
tuberculous patients, and twenty-three with material taken 
from the diseased organs, or with the blood of animals pre- 
viously inoculated. Of the latter, thirteen were inoculated 
directly from animals of the first series, which in their turn 
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yielded material for the inoculation of the remainder. The 
results of the series of experiments are described by Dr. San- 
derson in detail. The morbid appearances observed in the 
second and third groups of the series differed in no important 
respect from those observed in animals inoculated directly 
with tuberculous material from man. These morbid appear- 
ances, briefly summarised, were: induration and suppuration 
in and around the inoculation wound, with secondary abscesses ; 
enlargement, induration, caseous degeneration, softening and 
suppuration of the subcutaneous lymphatic glands; greatly 
increased weight of the lungs, liver, and spleen, arising from a 
morbid growth the same in character in all those organs, and 
the nature of which in the lungs is thus described :— 


*‘ If the changes referred to in the preceding observations 
have been correctly described, they tend to show that, as 
regards the lungs, the effect of tuberculous inoculation is to 
give rise to the growth of new adenoid tissue in the interstitial 
substance which surrounds the smallest bronchioles and con- 
stitutes the alveolar walls, and that the change is neither in- 
flammatory in itself nor accompanied by intlammation of the 
adjoining parts. The elastic fibrous framework of the lung 
seems to be entirely exempt from alteration, for the trabecule 
may be seen embedded in the new growth in ‘a perfectly natural 
condition. The adventitia surrounding the arteries is also en- 
tirely unaltered, for the arteries are often to be seen in the 
very midst of consolidation, but separated from it by a distinct 
layer of unaltered connective tissue ; so that it cannot for a 
moment be admitted that the change originates from the ar- 
terial sheaths. The nodular form and disseminated character 
of the growths seem to me to be y accounted for by their 
relation to the terminal bronchioles, for it may be readily un- 
derstood that a growth taking its start from a bronchiole, and 
extending peripherally, would be likely to assume the conical 
form of that part of the lang to which the bronchiole leads.” 


Morbid changes were found in the kidneys in one instance 
only ; the peritoneum suffered in but a small proportion of 
the animals ; but in all cases in which there was disease of the 
thoracic or abdominal viscera, the internal lymphatic glands 
were found to be affected, the alteration consisting in enlarge- 
ment and induration, with caseous degeneration. 

In concluding the first section of his inquiry, Dr. Sanderson 
brings together the following facts ‘‘as established with some 
degree of certainty, and as having an important bearing on the 
question of the development of the morbid process —that is, on 
the mutual relation of the several lesions to one another ” : 


** 1. Sappuration occurs in nearly all cases under the skin 
at the point at which the tuberculous material is inserted ; 
and, in most, the suppurative process is ated to the sub- 
cutaneous areolar tissue in its neighbourhood. It is, however, 
not essential to the production of the internal lesions ; for in 
two cases there was no trace of suppuration anywhere around 
a ected the lands 

“2. In every inf animal lymphatic g' corre- 

to the place of inoculation were usually 
ere was was always 


“6 ‘The liver was in no instance absolutely healthy, but 
the lesions were very variable, no less in their nature than in 


their extent. 
**5. In one animal the to be of natural size 
the organ was always 


and structure. With this exception, 

enlarged. In many animals there was no apparent change of 
structure. In others there were new growths, which 

to consist of overproduction of those elements w the 
spleen has in common with lymphatic glands. 

**6, The internal lymphatic —_— receiving their tribu- 
taries from diseased organs were always themselves enlarged, 
indurated, and caseous. 

‘The results of the three series of experiments now related 
afford an answer to the first of the questions proposed at the 
outset, so far as relates to the species of animal used. They 
show that the inoculation of tuberculous matter produces in 


guinea-pigs morbid changes so constant, both in their ana- | 
wmical character and development, that they may be regarded | 


as constituting a disease ; for in all the organs the appearances 
observed are much less variable than those we are accustomed 
to find in idiopathic tuberculous disease of man. The true 


relation of the human disease to its bestial derivative cannot 
yet be determined. 

“The second part of the question cannot be decisively an- 
swered at the present stage of the inquiry. Anatomically the 
disease may be defined as primarily an overgrowth of the 
lymphatic glands, and of those structural elements of other 
organs which they have in common with the lymphatic — 
But anstomical characters afford no sufficient basis for 
definition.”* 

In a second part of his report, Dr. Sanderson gives a 
summary of the researches of previous investigators, and a 
comprehensive account of their theories. Finally, in a post- 
script, he adds the results of certain additional experiments, 
which show that the pus derived from the secondary ab- 
scesses of pywmia, and the inflammatory changes arising from 
the introduction of a seton of unbleached cotton into the 
shoulders of guinea-pigs, will give rise to changes in the lungs, 
liver, and spleen, indistinguishable from those produced by 
the inoculation of tuberculous matter. ‘‘ From these facts,” 
Dr. Sanderson remarks, ‘‘ it is evident that these lesions can 
no longer be regarded as dependent on any property or action 
possessed by the inoculated material in virtue of its having 
been taken from the diseased organs of a phthisical patient.” 

We do not care to dip into the different theories which have 
been promulgated to explain the phenomena described by Dr. 
Sanderson. Further research is required before we can enter- 
tain a reasonable hope of solving the complex problems arising 
out of them. We would refer, however, to the thoughtful 
observations of Dr. Wilson Fox, contained in a lecture de- 
scribing a parallel series of experiments to that conducted by 
Dr. Sanderson, and published in Tue Lancer for May 23rd 
and 30th of the present year. 

Mr. Simon, in commenting upon Dr. Sanderson's experi- 
ments, makes the following remarks on the facts stated in the 
postscript to the latter gentleman’s report :— 

**T may venture,” he writes, ‘‘to point out that some of the 
present observations, in converse, as it were, to their first 
teaching, prompt a curious second reflection. They suggest, 
namely, a speculation with regard to human ‘tubercle,’ such 
as may indeed extend to many human diseases which are called 
specific and zymotic—whetber, perhaps, our pathological terms 

ific’ may not, more than has yet been sup- 
posed, be found variable with the particular animal spoken of 
as affected, rather than attaching fixedly to the given diseases ; 
whether, namely, the ‘common inflammatory’ affections of 
some animals may not be the ‘specific’ affections of others; 
whether, for instance, some ‘common’ traumatic affection of 
this or that may not correspond in essential chemistry to this 
or that ‘specitic’ zymosis of man, and even in some cases be 
the source whence the latter was first derived. Of course no 
speculation of this sort can be conclusively argued till our pre- 
sent imperfect definitions of morbid processe« shall have been 
very greatly improved.” —p. 20 

Mr. Simon subsequently asks : ‘‘ What is tubercle*’ This 
is rather hard upon poor professional nature. It is not suf- 
ficient to be about to be driven from our most cherished no- 
tions of the ‘‘ constitutional” nature of tuberculous disease, and 
to be called to widen our ideas as to its possible origin in a 
fashion which might appal the most far-seeing; but we are 
even to confess our ignorance of the precise meaning of the 
very word which we are apt to use as the expression of our 
highest knowledge. It is this questioning, however, which 
leads to true knowledge, and it is already pushing the mind 
along paths of the richest promise, if heedfully followed. 


* “If the chemical nature of the transformation of tissue which gives 
¢c yellow tubercle as its result, were more thoroughly understood, it 
woulk | probably be > possible to found a definition upon it.” 


‘Tae Marocare Inrremary.—The annual meeting 


of governors was held at Westbrook on Monday. The num- 
pal of AE pens treated during the year was 894, and of these 

f were sent away cured. The income amounted to 
213, oe lls. lld.; of this £5500 had been invested, and a 
balance left of £1208 9s, 3d. Daring the year 12 new beds 
had been added, and it is now proposed to secure 18 
additional. 
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Ir anything were wanting to prove the necessity of a 
thorough reform in the administration of out-door medical 
relief, it has been supplied in the correspondence which has 
appeared in 7’he Times. ‘*‘ Parochus” seems to think that the 
sick poor are entitled to the same kind of treatment as persons 
who can afford to pay; and he innocently asks if it is not the 
duty of the parish doctor to see his patient as soon as possible, 
in order to ascertain his complaint, supply proper remedies, 
and prescribe the diet and home treatment necessary. He 
expresses astonishment that so different a practice should be 
permitted to prevail, and that patients who have never been 
seen at all should have medicines systematically sent them. 

“A Worker amongst the Out-door Poor” describes the prac- 
tice observed in metropolitan districts, and ascribes the ex- 
ceptional cases of neglect to the miserably low pay of the 
medical officer, and to the action of the Central Board, which 
has sanctioned an immense expenditure for questionable build- 
ings, whilst refusing a proper remuneration to the hard-worked 
parish doctor. He seems to think that the evil complained of 


will be met by Mr. Harpy’s Act for the building of dispensa- 
ries for the London sick poor, provision being made that no 
medicine shall be sent without the patients being first seen 


and prescribed for by the surgeon. 

‘* Medicus” cites some extraordinary facts. He states that 
‘it has been found necessary at the London Fever Hospital 
to set apart one ward for the reception of cases which have 
been admitted by mistake, for want of the most casual 
observation on the part of the parochial medical officers, 
who generally sign the certificate of admission. The prac- 
tice appears to be as follows:— An order is sent to the 
medical officer to attend a patient reported to be labouring 
under fever; and, instead of paying a visit and making a 
proper examination, an order for removal to the Fever Hos- 
pital is at once despatched. Patients dying of consumption, 
others labouring under inflammation of the lungs, others with 
bruises and dislocations of the joints, have thus been sent to 
be exposed to the danger of contagious fever ; and only a few 
weeks ago, a case of small-pox, with the eruption fully deve- 
loped, was refused admission at the doors. It is obvious,” 
continues he, ‘‘ that these cases could never have been seen 
or examined by any qualified medical officer, if indeed they 
had been seen at all.” ‘These statements we have taken the 
trouble to examine, and have found correct. During the last 
three months no less than 180 persons have been certified, 
chiefly by Poor-law medical officers, as labouring under fever, 
and have been admitted to the Fever Hospital, who were 
found on admission to be labouring under other diseases. 
That mistakes may occasionally arise is probable, considering 
the disadvantages under which the medical officer often 
labours. He may have to examine his patient in a dark and 
filthy apartment; but this does not absolve him from the duty 
of making his visit and examination, and exercising proper 
care. Nothing but the perfunctory manner in which the Poor- 


law service is too often conducted will account for the admis- 
sion of patients labouring under small-pox, bruises, disloca- 
tions, rheumatic fever, &c., into the Fever Hospital, under the 
certificate that they are suffering from typhus or typhoid fever. 

** A Retired Medical Officer” places the matter in another 
light. He says that it is the duty of the medical officer to 
visit the patient at once, provided he is unable to attend at 
the medical officer’s residence ; and that serious cases have a 
right to the same attention as private patients. But he admits 
the claim of the medical officer to form his own opinion as to 
whether the patients should be visited or not, and how often 
the visits should be made. His chief complaint is that medi- 
cal orders are looked upon as costing nothing, whilst extras 
are regarded quite differently. The medical order is granted, and 
when meat, brandy, &c., are ordered, the guardians discover 
that the applicant has means of his own, and allege this as a 
reason for disregarding such orders. In other words, the 
medical officer visits and prescribes in vain, because the diet 
and home treatment are not observed. 

Lastly, ‘‘A Parish Doctor,” whilst admitting that he is 
bound to visit if necessary, is of opinion that in pauper as in 
private practice there are many trivial cases in which a visit 
is quite unnecessary, and where medicine can be properly 
supplied without. He states justly that the poor have gene- 
rally good attendance ; but that it is secured by the good 
feeling of the officer, and not by the remuneration he receives. 
He asks whether any reasonable man can believe that a sum 
of 2s. for, perhaps, three months’ attendance, is an adequate 
payment for time, skill, and physic, to say nothing of minor 
expenses; and we may add that there are many officers who 
do not receive one-fourth of that sum. 

These various facts show conclusively that neither guardians 
nor central authority care how the work of the district medical 
officer is done. The object of the guardians is to obtain quasi 
assistance at the lowest possible rate. They are ready enough 
to grant medical orders when they cost nothing ; but they are 
up in arms if proper diet and home treatment are suggested as 
being necessary. The Poor-law Board is utterly careless so 
long as the public conscience is not outraged by any palpable 
neglect. There is no inspection of out-door medical relief, 
and, as our own Reports, not yet complete, have already demon- 
strated, the most onerous and impossible duties are supposed 
to be discharged for a remuneration which will not find the 
drugs. The medical officer may drive his patients to neigh- 
bouring dispensaries and hospitals, and even condemn them to 
a fever ward, without incurring any censure, and the hard- 
working, conscientious members of the Poor-law staff unjustly 
reap the obloquy which thus attaches too often to an association 
with the parish. With respect to the metropolis, the respon- 
sibility rests entirely with the Poor-law Board ; but we con- 
fess to an utter want of confidence in its willingness to apply 
the remedy. It is now nearly a year since the time appointed 
for the introduction of the dispensary system provided by Mr. 
Harpy’s Poor Act, and no order bas been issued as the statute 
directs, The guardians are waiting anxiously for directions 
from the Poor-law Board ; and it is to be hoped that the pub- 
licity given to this important matter will stimulate its move- 
ments. But the delay is in itself an argument for a radical 
reform at the Poor-law Board, and for the institution of a 
Medical Department which shall be competent to deal with 
admitted evils. 
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Iw presenting our readers with an epitome of the recent work 
by Professor Hautrer, of Jena, entitled, ‘‘ Investigations on 
Parasites,” in which he seeks to show that the various zymotic 
diseases are accompanied by the development in our bodies of 
the spores of certain fungi and eryptogams, we must, in order 
to render ourselves intelligible, commence with a few expla- 
nations of the terms employed to designate the phenomena 
observed. In the first place then, the term “‘ micrococcus” is 
applied to minute roundish particles, or nuclear-like bodies, 
which result from the breaking-up of the spores of different 
fungi, and which always preserve their specific nature, and 
give rise, when placed under favourable circumstances, to the 
same fungus as that from which they themselves took origin. 
In the process of development, however, they may assume very 
different forms, according to the conditions by which they are 
surrounded. Thus, if the micrococeus be placed on a solid 
substratum or soil, the particles frequently bud, and, remain- 
ing attached to one another, form long chains or threads, termed 
“ mycothrix chains.” But if the substratum be very wet, or 
actually fluid, every particle under the influence of moderate 
access of air swells to ten or twenty times its volume, develops 
a membrane around it, and then proceeds to germinate or bud. 
Such cells are termed “‘ sporoids,” and are exemplified in the 
yeast of ordinary vinous fermentation—the so-called ‘‘ crypto- 
eoceus.” In other cases the micrococcus multiplies to an in- 
definite extent by a simple process of fission, as occurs in putre- 
factive fermentation ; but this requires that the fluid should 
be rich in nitrogen. Under other circumstances jointed fila- 
ments develop, as in acetous fermentation, and the form which 
then appears is termed “‘arthrococcus;” and lastly, at the 
surface of fluids, but never in their interior, intermediate forms 
between yeast and mould—ex gr., Hormiscium—may be fouad. 

In investigating the nature of a given micrococcus it should 
be cultivated with certain precautions on various soils, as starch 
paste, the rind of the lemon or apple, the albumen of egys, &c. 
M. Hatter considers he has fairly established that in cho- 
lera, in typhoid and typhus fevers, in vaccinia, in variola and 
V. ovina, the micrococcus is produced in each case by one 
species of fungus alone, and that in typhoid and typhus fevers 
and measles the micrococcus is demonstrable in the blood. 

On examining the fluid from the variola pustules of the sheep 
he found a number of minute moving particles, which he at once 
recognised to be the micrococcus of a fungus. On cultivating 
them on syrup and on albumen, mycothrix chains, the bacteria 
of earlier nomenclature, developed on the surface of the fluid 
even before twenty-four hours had elapsed. At the end of a 
week large spherical, oval, nucleated cells, of a brown colour, 
appeared at the margin of the fluid, which, budding, produced 
forms obviously identical with the Cladosporium and Spori- 
desmium of authors. In the albumen there further appeared 
spores, which were subsequently shown by their development 
to be identical with those of the Tilletia lolii. In other ex- 
periments, when the micrococcus was developed on starch and 
on lemon-peel, the Rhizopus nigricans of EnRENBERG ap- 
peared. The essential point, however, is that in the lymph of 
variola ovina micrococcus is constantly present, which, with 
free access of filtered air, develops Cladosporium and Sporides- 
mium, or forms of the Pleospora herbarum of TcLasne. If we 
ask where this fungus occurs naturally, the reply is, that it is 
very frequently seen in the form of smut or mildew on the 


green parts of many plants, on the vine, and on the cork-like 
warts of lemons, apples, and pears. 

In the fluid of true vaccine lymph Hatter found large 
quantities of red or reddish-brown micrococcus and mycothrix 
chains. The particles of the former are so small that even 
with a magnifying power of 1000 linear they still appear as 
mere points. When cultivated on various soils a variety of 
fungiform growths appeared, which, however, all belonged to 
one species, and formed the following series :--1, Acrospores, 
corresponding to the Aspergillus glaucus of Linx. 2. Theca- 
spores—the Mucor mucedo of Fresknivs. 3. Anaérophytic 
spores—that is, the Ustilago carbo of Tuasne. 4. Fruc- 
tification, which is the Eurotium herbariorum of Corba. 
5. Pyenides, with the subordinate forms, Torula rufescens, 
Botrytis Jonesii, and Cladosporium. 

The micrococcus appears to proceed from the Torula rufescens 
or Oidium lactis. This torula and its highest state of develop- 
ment, the botrytis, prefer dark places. The eurotium also 
thrives best in darkness, which is interesting in connexion with 
the observations made in this country to the effect that variola 
heals up without a cicatrix in the dark, and with the obser- 
vation of Herr v. BuLMERince, that direct sunlight soon 
renders vaccine lymph inoperative. 

The results of the culture of the micrococcus found in human 
variola were not materially different from that of vaccine lymph. 
Thus on dried disinfected wood, aspergillus and eurotium ap- 
peared ; on the rind of the citron, Cladosporium and Stemphy- 
lium formed, which Haier describes as Schizo sporangia— 
that is, chambered cysts, each chamber containing a sporule 
capable of budding; on soil rich in nitrogen, Torula rufescens, 
with the macroconidia, from which the common Mucor mucedo 
proceeds. But whilst the infection in the vaccine is referred 
to the Torula rufescens proceeding from the Ustilago carbo 
of ToLasne, the micrococcus of which is often to be seen in 
milk and colostrum, the infection in variola proceeds from 
that micrococcus which the Schizo sporangia (Sporidesmium, 
Stemphylium), that constantly accompany pycnides, develop. 
This result is supposed to be of great practical importance, as 
explaining in an intelligible way the protective influence of vac- 
cination against variola. It is thought that the fluids do not 
readily support a second time the growth of the same fungus. 
In measles, Dr. HaLirer found a delicate micrococcus and the 
cells of a fungus in the sputa and in perfectly frestt’ blood, 
and on culture obtained the forms Aspergillus, Eurotium, 
Ustilago, Mucor; from which last, which is common enough 
everywhere, but especially on feculent matter, the micrococcus 
appears to proceed. 

Perhaps the most interesting section is that which treats of 
the vegetable organisations found in cholera. M. Haviier 
showed last year, in his work on the Contagion of Cholera, 
that incredible quantities of a peculiar micrococcus were found 
in the dejections and elsewhere. The particles can multiply 
indefinitely by fission, but rarely, and only accidentally, pro- 
ceed to fructification in this country on account of the high 
temperature it requires. When, however, this does occur, 
the Urocystis or Polycystis oryzw develops. This fungus, 
which forms on rice, is analogous to, if not identical with, the 
rust or mildew of wheat (Tilletia caries). The rust of wheat 
yields, when cultivated under different conditions, the several 
cryptogamic forms of Penicillium crustaceum, Mucor race- 
mosus, and Achlya prolifera. It is remarkable that wheat 
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should itself, like rice, be of Asiatic origin. M. Haturer has 
not been able to ascertain how it gains entrance into the in- 
testine, or whether it appears here sooner than in the blood, 
or whether it is to be regarded as the real contagious principle 
of the disease, or is only its constant accompaniment. 

In typhus the micrococeus of Rhizopus nigricans (EHRENB. ) 
is found in the blood. In ileo-typhus, or typhoid fever, the 
micrococci of two fungi are found—that of Rhizopus nigricans 
and that of Penicillium crustaceum (FRes.); and the relations 
of the two are remarkable. The micrococcus of the Rhizopus 
occurs, perhaps on account of the large size of the cells, 
sparingly in the blood, and abundantly in the fluid of the in- 
testines, whilst that of the Penicillium is abundant in the 
blood, but in comparatively small quantity in the intestines. 

lt may be remarked that even if we are to admit the bota- 
nical hypothesis of the origin of disease, as this may be called, 
which certainly requires very much further examination before 
it can be entertained, it is necessary to admit a predisposition 
on the part of the patient. The micrococcus must find a con- 
genial soil, or it will not develop, and were the membrane of 
every man liable, all would suffer from these affections. That 
such predisposition is requisite is supported by some observa- 
tions of HALirer himself in regard to the inoculation of favus, 
since he found that, persistent as this affection is, he was 
unable to propagate it except once, and then only for a short 
time, by inoculating it into his own skin. Still the question 
is an exceedingly interesting one, and its further prosecution 
may lead to important results. 


Miss Becker, as our readers are doubtless aware, read a 
paper at the last meeting of the British Association ‘‘On some 
supposed Differences in the Minds of Men and Women with 
regard to Educational Necessities.” It was undoubtedly both 
well written and interesting, and exactly such as a clever 
woman would have produced. The writer trotted out her 
subject with that adroitness and lightness of hand with which 
her sex manage a horse. The pace was varied, but brisk, and 
the obstacles and gaps were cleverly surmounted—in short, it 
was a very pretty performance, and deserved the applause it 
obtained. The subject is really, however, a grave one, affect- 
ing the interests of an immense number of persons. It has 
been discussed again and again by philosophers, political eco- 
nomists, and politicians, particularly in America; but in a 
mixed assembly like that at the British Association, it was 
not, and could not be, discussed in a satisfactory manner. 
We propose to say a few words on it from the physiological 
and other points of view. 

When we consider the number of women doomed to remain 
single, the still larger number who are struggling in poverty 
or straitened circumstances, willing and able to bring high 
qualities of intelligence and perseverance into the market, and 
then think of the very small number of occupations that are 
open to them, and how disproportionate the demand is to the 
supply, we are instinctively impelled to listen generously and 
thoughtfully to any suggestions for increasing the usefulness 
of women, enlarging the field of their occupations, and in- 
creasing their happiness. We willingly admit that a great 
deal remains to be done in the way of educating girls—that 
their intellectual faculties are scarcely appealed to, much less 
properly trained, in schools; that there are some sources of 


employment for which they are fitted, but from which they 
are excluded by men, and that we should do ev ing in 
our power to qualify them to start fairly in that struggle for 
existence which presses on men and women quite as much as— 
according to Mr. DakwiIn—it operates on the remainder of the 
organic kingdom. But we believe that to apply the same sys- 
tem of education and training to both sexes alike, and to open 
the same paths for both, would be to act in defiance of natural 
laws, and to diminish the usefulness and lessen the moral and 
spiritual influence which women unquestionably exert. 

We will not say anything about the smaller size of the 
woman's brain, because we might be met with the objection 
that the size of this organ is related to that of the body, and 
by this standard the woman might fairly urge that her sex has 
an amount of brain relatively equal to that of man; although 
we think that men possess bigger and stronger heads for 
the same reason that they have stronger limbs—viz., that 
Nature has fitted them to do stronger work. But when we 
pass to the domestic and social relations of woman, to the 
emotional part of her nature, to her affections and instincts, 
and to the powerful influence which these exert on her, and 
through her on her husband and her children, no physiologist 
can doubt, we think, that there is a corresponding relation 
between the delicacy of the organisation and character of 
woman's structures and that of her duties in life. If women 
are to marry and be given in marriage, and to bear children, 
we fear that these duties of life must form an insuperable 
obstacle to their becoming bread-winners and brain-workers in 
the same sense that men are; and, what is more, we conceive 
that it would be a very grievous thing for our children and 
ourselves if it were otherwise. We have only just touched a 
subject which is capable, however, of considerable amplifica- 
tion. The mind of a woman differs from that of a man really 
as much as her body does. The woman possesses delicacy, 
rapidity of thought and penetration probably out of all pro- 
portion to the man; but she lacks his energy, deliberation, 
and power of sustained mental effort. The woman’s intellect, 
as Mr. Buck.e declared long ago in a lecture at the British 
Institution, is deductive in character. A woman perceives 
almost instinctively the bent of a series of questions, and 
frames an hypothesis in her mind as to what is being aimed 
at, while her husband or brother is slowly arranging and 
weighing them. To train and employ their intellects in the 
same way and to the same ends, appears to us as sensible as 
to employ a delicate instrument with rapidity of action for 
the same purposes as a cumbrous machinery endowed with 
great weight and power. If the engine of man’s intellect 
requires more force and fuel to start it, it acquires a con- 
siderable superiority of momentum when started. 

Miss Becker was unfortunate in her reference to bees ; for 
the female bee is characterised by an assiduous discharge of 
maternal duties, and she is not particular as to the number 
of her husbands. Spiders or birds would have served Miss 
Becker’s purpose better. The females of the former are 
unquestionably superior in strength and ferocity, and they 
are apt to form such an attachment to the male as to try to 
eat him up during a courtship; and among birds, it is the 
female, and not the male, which selects a mate, and as she is 
apt to be fastidious, after the fashion of her sex, the males are 
decked by nature with fine feathers and the power of song to 
beguile her into an offer of marriage. If, as Miss Becker 
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says, there be some animals of the female sex which rule the 
male, it only serves to prove the position—that the strongest, 
by virtue of its strength, dominates ; and that is what we con- 
tend about man. Capacity of intellect is, of course, not neces- 
sarily allied with physical strength ; but it often is, and when 
it is, there can be no doubt as to the superiority which obtains 
in consequence. Energy of character, when united to physical 
and mental energy, will bear off the prize. The studies and 
the pursuits of man tax the constitution as well as the brain, 
and the labours of a statesman, a man of science, or profes- 
sional man have to be sustained labours, against which they 
could not bear up without a physical strength which simply 
does not exist in most women. When the Secretary of the 
Section, during the reading of Miss Becker’s paper, reminded 
the gentlemen who were seated that there were many ladies 
standing, he did something more than declare that women 
were weaker in their legs than men. He not only expressed 
their relative muscular weakness, but their nerve weakness. 
It is very probable that the nutritive functions and the oxida- 
tion of brain tissue proceed more actively in women than men, 
and correspond with the functions which they have to dis- 
charge, and the greater activity of their relatively smaller 
nervous systems ; and this is quite parallel to those mechan- 
isms of man’s construction in which rapidity of action makes 
up for force. But in the animal machine, action means waste 
of tissue, and the amount of food and rest must bear a rela- 
tion to the rapidity of this waste. We do not believe that, 
other things being equal, a woman could bear the fatigue 
—bodily and mental—which men like Mr. Disraru, Mr. 
Guapstoxe, or Mr. Lowe, for example, undergo to maintain 


their respective positions and discharge their respective duties. 

We are not arguing so much for the inferiority as for the 
essential differences between male and female minds—differ- 
ences which appear to us so self-evident that we venture to 
think that their training, education, and pursuits must be 
different, and can only be made the same at the expense of 


great loss of power. Imagination, memory, and quickness 
of perception are different things from power of sustained 
thought, judgment, and creativeness. The education of a 
girl may, and often does, proceed more rapidly than that 
of a boy; but there the parallelism ends, and not in conse- 
quence, as Miss Becker would urge, of the differences in 
the subsequent training and pursuits, but in consequence of 
the different qualities of mind and body. Take an example. 
Girls enjoy very superior advantages over boys in the matter 
of education in music. Almost every girl receives some in- 
struction, and many a considerable degree of instruction, in that 
science. But where is the great female composer? The creative 
intellect of man has produced all the great oratorios and 
operas. Of course there are, and always will be, some women 
who resemble men in their capacity and the character of their 
attainments. But the logical, philosophical, scientific woman 
is not the ordinary type ; she frequently—we say it with all 
delicacy, and yet truthfully—departs from it in her physical 
as well as in her mental characteristics. There have been 
hosts of men in all ages who did not owe the creations of their 
intellects to their superior education, but to their innate capa- 
city and power; and we may name SHAKESPEARE and Burns 
among poets; Mozart among musicians; CoppeNn, 
and ApranaM LINCOLN among statesmen; Farapay, Jonn 
Hunter, Ferevsson, and STEPHENSON among men of science. 


Develop, we would say, to the utmost the mind of women 
by a good and appropriate education, open up to them every 
legitimate source of occupation, and admit those who desire to 
examinations by our Universities; but after all, if human life 
is to go on, and society is to be framed as it is and must be 
framed, then woman has duties to perform as a maiden, wife, 
and mother, as a teacher of youth, the companion, sympathiser, 
and adviser of men and women, that can be done by none 
other, and which we hope she will consider it her privilege 
and her happiness to discharge. 


A FEw weeks since we congratulated the War-office autho- 
rities on their fair and liberal recognition of the services of 
the medical officers of the British army in the late Abys- 
sinian campaign. We made no reference to the Indian 
Medical Department, for the simple reason that we sup- 
posed the distribution of rewards to the officers of that 
service would form the subject of a separate Gazette. We can 
scarcely believe that it is with the consent of Lord Narrer of 
Magdala that these officers are to be entirely passed over, their 
services disregarded, and they themselves left to envy their 
more fortunate brethren of the Royal army, who have received 
very substantial rewards in rank and pay. Our contemporary, 
the Army and Navy Gazette, has done well in calling atten- 
tion to the very arduous duties which were imposed upon 
the Indian medical service, and the responsible positions which 
several officers of that service occupied during the late cam- 
paign. It appears to us that it would be an act of gross in- 
justice to allow these men to go unrewarded. The claims of 
the Indian doctors are of such a nature that they cannot be 
justly passed over, and the sooner the Government removes the 
discontent, which has very naturally been created, by the 
publication of a liberal Gazette the better. We hope that Lord 
Napier, who has individually earned rank, reputation, and 
money, will neglect no opportunity for pushing the claims of 
officers who certainly contributed in no slight degree to pro- 
cure him these honours and advantages. 


cdical 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 

As our statesmen are all “starring” in the provinces with 
an eye to the approaching election in November, we may in 
the interest of the naval medical profession call attention to a 
speech of Mr. Childers, M.P., who, if the fates are propitious, 
will in all probability succeed Mr. Corry at the Admiralty. 
Some two years ag Mr. Childers, speaking in the House of 
Commons, said he+lid not understand the exorbitant demands 
of naval medical officers, who wanted more pay than executive 
officers, and called the attention of the present Board of Ad- 
miralty to a scheme for the medical department of the navy 
which he (Mr. Childers) had left behind him at the Admiralty. 
These “exorbitant” demands have, however, in a great 
measure been met by recent warrants, and yet the service 
languishes, and it is to be feared that the scheme alluded to 
by Mr. Childers refers to some means of filling the numerous 
vacancies in the list of assistant-surgeons with either qualified 
men attracted from foreign countries, or possibly with *‘sur- 
geon’s-mates,” of the type immortalised by Smollett, who may 
be pressed for the service of the navy by some modification 
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of the recently prematurely exploded plan of ‘‘naval medical 
cadets.” Fortunately, the Medical Act renders the employ- 
ment of any but legally qualified practitioners an impvssibility ; 
but as it is well known that even now many of the qualified 
candidates are rejected by the Admiralty’s own examiners as 
unfit to be trusted with the care of the lives of the crews of 
Her Majesty’s ships of war, it is obvious that the ordeal pro- 
posed by some of the corporations is as yet by no means 
severe. 

We believe that any scheme which will render the naval 
medical service popular must include provision for the earlier 
retirement of its members upon pensions which shall be at 
once just and fair. The present system of counting only 
full pay service whilst a surgeon is liable to lose several years, 
from no fault of his own, in the intervals between commissions 
inflicts a hardship upon the naval medical service which 
has no parallel in the sister service, and requires immediate 
reform. The necessity for some more potent authority to be 
vested in the head of the department has been abundantly 
proved by the case of Dr. Stirling, who has gone to the wall 
simply because the Admiralty have followed their invariable 
rule of supporting the ‘‘ executive.” If the Director-General 
had a seat at the Board of Admiralty ex officio, he would then 
perhaps be better able to represent the injustice to which 
members of his department are so frequently exposed. 

Minor details, however, have a good deal to do with the 
unpopularity of the service, and these might be remedied very 
easily, since it is only ‘‘the custom of the service” which re- 
quires to be reformed. Can anyone tell why, when a fleet is 
lying at anchor in a port, it should be necessary for at least one 
surgeon to be on board every ship all day? The Royal Navy 
might well imitate the practice of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Service, and let the guard-ship of the day have its surgeon in 
readiness to attend any emergency, so as to let the surgeons of 
all other ships have liberty to go ashore to mix with their pro- 
fessional brethren, and to visit the local hospitals, &c., which 
they would often gladly do. Inthe matter of cabins, justice 
is now geuerally done to the doctors ; but we may ask whether 
there is any advantage to the service in ‘‘rigging the amputa- 
ting table” in the cock-pit of a man-of-war, and displaying 
all the armamentarium chirurgicum for the benefit of the sea- 
air and rust every time the ship’s company goes to ‘“‘ general 
quarters,” when it has once been ascertained that all that is 
requisite has been provided? A very brief Admiralty order 
might soon adjust such matters as these to the satisfaction 
of all parties. 


SENATOR NELATON. 


Stxce M. Nélaton’s appointment to the Senate it has been 
made a question whether he will relinquish his profession. 
Some of our contemporaries have quietly settled the point by 
observing that the sacrifice has been required from him, and 
that thus the Emperor’s compliments to Science are of a 
doubtful and unsatisfactory nature. This is simply a mis- 
take; and our comments on a recent occasion upon M. Néla- 
ton’s appointment retain their full sense and value. There is 
nothing whatever to lessen the gracious character of the Em- 
peror’s determination. No condition has been pressed upon 
M. Nélaton, and he is perfectly free to act as he chooses, The 
profession in France has, therefore, every reason to be proud 
that this distinction has been conferred in such circumstances 
upon one of its most worthy members. Indeed, the very 
manner in which M. Nélaton’s nomination was made known 
to him shows beyond a doubt the absence of any such inten- 
tion from the mind of the Emperor. Before the 15th of 
August it was a current belief with the public that M. Néla- 
ton would be called to the Senate, but the celebrated surgeon 
himself had personally no assurance upon which he might 
ground any such ambition. On the 14th of August he was in 
his consultation room, when a courier arrived, and handed a 


letter from the Prince Imperial. The young Prince had 
written to say that he knew his doctor had just been named a 
Senator, and that he was glad to be the first to announce the 
event. The delicacy of such a proceeding needs no comment. 
M. Nélaton being thus free to act as he desires, it is not pro- 


bable that he will of his own accord relinquish his profession. ~ 


There are several reasons why heshould not. It would, in the 
first place, be a sort of avowal that there is some reason in the 
absurd prejudice which had until now precluded the active 
members of his profession from enjoying any elevated political 
position. It would, in the next place, unnecessarily deprive 
the public and profession of the assistance which may be de- 
rived from his long experience and recognised ability. There 
is one more reason which the new-fledged Senator wonld 
doubtless weigh well before arriving at any such determination. 
Since the death of Velpeau, Jobert, Trousseau, Michon, and 
Rayer, his practice has taken an unlimited extension, and is 
now worth, it is said, upwards of 500,000 francs a year—half 
a million of French money. Really it would be asking too 
much of the celebrated surgeon to abandon so rich a field, 
even it be for the sake of enjoying the otium cum dignitate of 
a seat in the Imperial Senate. We may therefore safely assert 
that M. Nélaton has not, as it was wittily remarked by a French 
contemporary, thrown his bistoury into the Seine on his way 
to the Senate, but that he will yet continue to handle it, much 
to his own benefit as also to that of his patients. 


FEVER IN THE METROPOLIS. 


THERE is reason to fear, from the large increase of admis- 
sions to the Fever Hospital within the last three months, as 
compared with the same months last year, that the metropolis 
is threatened with an epidemic of typhus fever. The exact 
numbers, for which we are indebted to Dr. Barbour, are as 
follows :— 


Typhus 

Typhoid ... 

Scarlet ... 
Febricula... ... ... 
Diseases not fever ... 


Total 


Typhus ... 

Typhoid ... 

Scarlet 
Febricula... : ... 
Diseases not fever... 62 


Total ... ... 265 ... 261 


It is necessary to bear in mind that the parochial autho- 
rities have now every inducement to send all fever cases to 
the hospital, as they will be entitled to have the cost re- 
imbursed them from the common poor fund. But this would 
scarcely account for the unusual amount of typhus at this 
early season—a circumstance which promises a larger increase 
in the depth of winter. The fact is worthy of the serious 
attention of medical officers of health. The quantity of typhoid 
fever is greater in August than it was last year, and the 
increase is probably due to the exceptional character of the 
season. The most peculiar feature in the return is the large 
number of patients sent to the Fever Hospital who do not 
labour under any form of the disease. Within the last few 
weeks, patients have been certified as labouring under fever who 
were found suffering from apoplexy, pneumonia, rheumatic 
fever, phthisis, and almost every form of local disorder ; 
whilst not a few had nothing beyond a slight catarrh. A 
case of small-pox was sent for admission witu the eruption 
fully out—a proof positive that the medical man who certified 
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had never seen the case. It isa and reflection - the care and | 


discrimination of the parochial officers, who certify, in the 
majority of cases, that 20 per cent. of the patients should not 
be proper cases for admission. Such negligence puts the hos- 
pital authorities to the greatest inconvenience, and certainly 
exposes to infection, in a most improper manner, the persons 
sent. 


THE ELECTION OF CORONER. 


THE existing mode of electing coroners forms the subject of 
an article in the last number of the Solicitors’ Journal, Our 
contemporary heartily concurs in the hope we have expressed, 
that recent events will lead to some immediate legislative 
alteration in the matter. The advisability of entrusting to 
the freeholders of the county the power of electing to the 
post of coroner is, however, seriously doubted. Amongst 
other reasons for this opinion are assigned—the expense of the 
necessary canvass; the shrinking, under present circum- 
stances, from candidature on the part of men of specia) com- 
petence ; the opportunities for bribery ; and the fact that the 
freeholders in many instances are guided in their voting by 
various interested motives. On the whole, our contemporary 
inclines to the belief that it would be better to entrust the 
selection of coroner to the Home Government or the judges, 
but thinks that the point might very fitly form the subject of 
a select if not a royal commission. As might be supposed, 
preference is given to the selection of coroners by the judges, 
and of course it is argued that a lawyer is by far the most 
fit person to be coroner. One argument in support of this 
latter proposition is derived from a reference to the mode in 
which the inquest at Abergele has been conducted. But 
one may prove anything by citing isolated facts. It is an 
old truism that very little law is needed on the part of the 
coroner. The experience of the last few years has abundantly 
shown that the indirect results which accrue to the public by 
the ventilation of social questions, especially those of a sani- 
tary nature, connected with the deaths that form the subject 
of inquiry before the coroner and his jury, are of the highest 
import. Whilst the cause ~f death has been on all occasions 
manifestly more distinctly and completely analysed under the 
guidance of a medical coroncr, the elucidation of points con- 
nected with hygienic neglect would have been impossible by a 
legal mind. Our contemporary has, we think, forgotten the 
indirect benefits which may result from coroners’ inquiries, 
and has exalted into undue prominence the mere mode of 
conducting the iavestigation. With regard to the general 
mode of election, we prefer the present system, in which the 
voice of the people decides. The public, too, show an increas- 
ing preference for medical coroners. The subordinate position 
defined in the suggestion that members of the medical profes- 
sion might with great advantage be employed, as is actually 
the case in Scotland, to assist the coroners, is one, we need 
hardly say, that we decline to accept. If the election of coro- 
ner is still to remain in the hands of the ‘‘ commons of the 
county,” the first thing to be done—and our contemporary is 
in perfect accord with us here—is to obtain a proper definition 
and registration of the freeholder. The present condition of 
this question, so far as this one point is concerned, is highly 
discreditable to our forensic position; but now that public 
attention is being specially directed to the subject, it seems 
impossible that tke existing state of things can be much longer 
tolerated. 


THE HERBERT CONVALESCENT HOME. 


Art the annual Court of Governors of the Salisbury Infirmary, 
held on Thursday, the 27th ult., the committee of the Herbert 
Convalescent Home—erected last year, in connexion with the 
former institution, by the friends and admirers of the late 
Lord Herbert—presented their report for the year ending 
July 3st, 1868. The Home was opened for the reception of 
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patients on the Ist October last, and has therefore been in 
working order for ten months. During this time 128 patients 
have been admitted—51 male, and 77 female. Of these, 60 
came from the Salisbury Infirmary. About 70 have returned 
home recovered, 20 much improved; 4 were too ill to be bene- 
fited, 3 were transferred to hospitals, and 1 died. The matron 
states that she has no bad conduct to complain of ; but that 
if any tendency to unruly behaviour is manifested, it is after 
the inmates have been weil fed and are getting robust. The 
improvement of the patients was in some few instances mar- 
vellous. Several gained in a short time more than 23]b. in 
weight. The convalescents have taken horse exercise, and 
sea baths are in constant use. The first year has been con- 
cluded with only a small debt, owing to the liberality of Lady 
Herbert ; the subscriptions, however, have been insufficient 
to meet the expense, and the committee make an appeal for 
increased support. Each patient costs about half-a-guinea 
a week; and if recommended by a subscriber of three guineas, 
is allowed a residence of six weeks, and so on in proportion. 
It was originally understood that the Home should be no 
charge upon the Salisbury Intirmary ; but, as the result of the 
presentation of the report of the Home to the governors of 
that institution, it has been decided that its Committee of 
Management shall consider the best means to be adopted for 
raising funds to pay the cost of maintenance of patients sent 
from the Infirmary. Now the finances of the latter are not in 
a very flourishing state; and, in the face of needed and com- 
d improv ts—a west wing for twenty beds being in 
course of erection, and a new kitchen required,—the friends of 
the Infirmary must set to work in earnest if they wish to see 
the Home work satisfactorily. We should be very sorry if its 
usefulness were in any way diminished. It is capable of doing 
immense service to the poor, and of relieving the pressure for 
admission upon the Salisbury Infirmary ; and it is to be hoped 
that the inhabitants of Salisbury and its neighbourhood will 
not permit failure. 


ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS AND THE LATE 
PROMOTIONS. 


Jupeixe from the letters which we have received apropos 
of the late promotions for Abyssinia, it would appear that the 
present system of rewarding medical officers is one which 


causes a good deal of discontent. We have already referred 
to the subject. If we understand our correspondents aright, 
they fully recognise the fairness of rewarding men for special 
services, and the benefit which such rewards confer on their 
department ; but they naturally object very strongly to the 
werking of a system which practically benefits a few at the 
expense of a large number of other, equally deserving but 
less fortunate, officers. Now while we think that it would be 
avery bad thing for the department and the State to reduce 
the medical service to one dead level by pursuing a rigid sys- 
tem of promotion by seniority, we nevertheless hold that such 
promotions should be effected in some way which is not 
calculated to inflict injury on others. This could surely be 
done by a system of brevet, or one analogous to it. There 
might be a grade which should not carry rank with it, but 
only an increase of pay and allowances; and officers promoted 
by merit should be placed therein, and absorbed as their turn 
came round. In this way meritorious officers would reap their 
reward at the expense of the public, and not at that of their 
brother officers. 


SANITARY REFORM AT GUILDFORD. 

We have great pleasure in stating that the members of the 
local Board of Health have entered upon their sanitary labours 
with new energy. They have adopted a resolution to establish 
a disinfecting room. The newly appointed medical officer was 
authorised to see that all houses in which contagious diseases 
had occurred were subjected to proper cleansing processes 
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within twenty-four hours. The medical practitioners in the 
town were invited to assist the officer of health in ascertaining 
the existence and spread of contagious disease; and it was 
determined that a house-to-house visitation should be at once 
commenced, for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of 
the cesspools, dust-bins, ash-heaps, &c. ; the trapping of drains. 
and the proximity of wells and cesspools to each other. The 
proposal to insist that water should be laid on to the trapped 
closets was postponed, it being wisely urged that the flushing 
of closets with water in the absence of a perfect system of 
drainage would only aggravate the evil they were attempting 
to prevent—namely, the contamination of the springs. Notice 
was also given, that it is desirable to bore for water to the 
lower greensand. Lastly, the Medical Committee were autho- 
rised to carry out these recommendations in the manner they 
may deem most suitable. 


THE SHEFFIELD PUBLIC HOSPITAL. 


A GREAT increase in the amount of work to be done, and 
too little space in which to do it, in connexion with a rapidly 
increasing population, has been the position of the Sheffield 
Public Hospital for some time ; and the committee, instead of 
an appeal to the sentiment of public benevolence for increased 
support to enable them to make the y enlarg t of 
their institution, have adopted the plan of stating merely the 
plain facts of the last year’s work in their annual report, 
which now lies before us, in order to secure the object they 
have in view: and these facts tell their own tale. In the 
twelvemounth 31,523 patients were admitted. Of these, 504 
were in-patients, and 3520 out-patients; 190 women were 
attended in their confinements; 20,831 casualties were at- 
tended to, without letters of recommendation. On the whole, 
there were 2872 cases more than last year. A committee, 
specially appointed to investigate the matter, has recom- 
mended that the number of beds should be augmented to 100, 
at an estimated cost of £1600; and we believe this will be 
forthwith carried into operation. At the end of the financial 
year the hospital, we are pleased to note, was out of debt; 
indeed a balance of £2000 remained in the treasurer’s hands. 
Dr. Frank-Smith has tendered his resignation of the post of 
physician. 


HYGIENE AFLOAT. 


Ir is a subject of congratulation to know that we have 
fairly passed that period of the year in which cholera has 
always attacked us. An unusually hot and early summer has 
left us unscathed. But it is well to look around and consider 
whether an epidemic would have found us more difficult to 
attack than before. Can we believe, pur exemple, that the 
lessons learnt on the Thames in 1866 have had wholesome 
results? Is that vast floating population, stretching from 
London-bridge to Greenwich, better cared for now than then ? 
It was shown, two years ago, by statements more plain than 
pleasant, that the health of the people on this great waterway 
was totally neglected (with the exception of a small section 
energetically supervised by the City officer of health, Dr. 
Letheby) ; and that the prophylactic measures adopted at that 
time were the result of great industry on the part of the Sea- 
men’s Hospital Society. It is certain that, under present cir- 
cumstances, the same district would have to Jook for aid to 
the same source if cholera or any other epidemic appeared 
again. We are induced to bring this important question to 
the notice of our readers, because the annual balance-sheet of 
the Thames Conservancy has lately been issued, in which large 
receipts and a very respectable balance are duly set forth. It 
is well known that the conservators have entire charge and 
control of the navigable waters of the river; that they are a 
mixed body, the Government being largely represented. No 
interference with the channel of the river, or with the craft 


“moored thereon, is permitted to the authorities of the districts. 


through which it flows; but, by a strange anomaly, the health 
officer of each of these districts is supposed to be responsible 
for the sanitary condition of those on the waterway. No more 
glaring example of the inutility and absurdity of local self- 
government can be given; and in the face of evidence showing 
ample financial resources for the purpose, we reiterate sugges- 
tions made two years ago, and urge the establishment of a dis- 
tinct sanitary district for the Thames, and the appointment of a 
medical officer thereto, under the auspices of the Conservancy. 
Such an officer would be eminently useful to this body in many 
matters of sanitary science, and the bygiene of a most im- 
portant but neglected class of the community would then re- 
ceive that kind of supervision which has conferred so many 
benefits on the various districts of this great city. 


TAXATION OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AT 
NATAL. 

Tue Natal Mercury publishes the copy of a Bill for raising 
taxes which has been once rejected, and deserves a similar 
treatment again. It imposes a tax upon public servants; upon 
every certificate enabling any person to practise as an advocate, 
an attorney, notary public, land surveyor, or medical prac- 
titioner of physic or surgery ; upon certain kinds of business. 
The annual duty imposed on medical practitioners, as upon 
apothecaries, chemists, and druggists, is £5. There is no de- 
vice too unreasonable for a needy Government. But the pro- 
fession of Natal should resist this kind of taxation to the 
utmost. Medical men have already paid their duties to the 
Government, and by the Imperial Act of 1858, if registered, 
are empowered to practise in all parts of her Majesty's 
dominions. To make the annual payment of £5 a further 
condition of practice is a most grievous limitation of the rights 
conferred by the Medical Act, We question the power of any 
colonial Government to thus override and limit rights conferred 
by Imperial legislation. At any rate the Bill should have the 
stoutest opposition of all medical men. 


COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF FEMUR 
WITHOUT A TRACE OF SUPPURATION. 


Tue case reported in our columns last week by Mr. Pearson 
Cresswell, of the Dowlais Iron Works, where 8500 hands are 
employed, should be carefully read by all persous interested 
in either the physiology of suppuration or the credit of sur- 
gery. A compound comminuted fracture of the femur getting 
quickly well, with little disturbance of the health of the 
patient, and without a trace of suppuration, is a fact full of 
novelty and of promise. Several large pieces of loose bone 
were removed with the finger through the wound made for the 
removal of the ball which had caused the injury. Seven days 
after the accident the following account is given :— 

‘*Has passed a night; appetite good ; thirst moderate; 
skin cool; passes Cres wile in Tact bis general health is as 
good as ever; no pain in the limb ; not a sign of discharge. 
Reapply the antiseptic paste.” 

Mr. Cresswell, whose surgical experience is very great, says 
that the use of carbolic acid in the treatment of wounds has 
revolutionised surgical practice at Dowlais. And yet Mr. 
Lister's treatraent does not find much favour in London. Are 
the conditions of suppuration different here from those in 
Glasgow or Dowlais? Or is it that the antiseptic treatment is _ 
not tried with that care without which Mr. Lister has always 
pointed out it does not succeed ? 


PHTHISIS AND THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION. 


Tue British Association has had its attention directed by 
Dr. Crisp to the important subject of pulmonary consumption. 
It is probable that the reports of Dr. Crisp’: paper do not do 
him full justice. Certainly, if they do, he has not done full 
justice to his great subject, or brought it under the notice of 
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the savants at Norwich with that strict severity of treatment 
which we connect, in imagination at least, with the British 
Association. Dr. Crisp expressed his dissent from the recent 
conclusions of Buchanan and Bowditch as to the connexion 
between soil-moisture and the prevalence of phthisis. As the 
details and grounds of his dissent are not before us, we cannot 
judge of them. But it is greatly to be regretted if he dismissed 
these important conclusions in as cursory a way as the reports 
would lead us to think; for they are at present amongst the 
most important suggestions of sanitary science, and should 
either have been severely criticised at the British Association, 
or let alone. Dr. Crisp also questioned the notion that par- 
ticular occupations tend to produce phthisis, which we take 
to be one of the best-established facts. Indeed, Dr. Crisp 
himself went on to say that labourers, domestic servants, 
tailors, and shoemakers, were very subject to the disease. 
The most original part of Dr. Crisp’s paper seems to us its 
most doubtful part. ‘‘ Amongst the causes which lead to 
phthisis he especially mentioned exposure to the bleak winds 
of winter at railway stations and steamboat piers, which fre- 
quently give rise to the inflammation of the lungs which is 
invariably a premonitory symptom of consumption. This 
matter, he thought, was one that should be taken up by the 
Government.” Really this is very loose talk upon a serious 
subject, and such as would not have done for any London 
medical society. If medical subjects are to be mooted at the 
British Association, the introducer of them should be careful 
to represent the latest scientific position of the question. He 
should be especially careful to show the greater strictness of 
medical investigation, and its last results. All this, according 
to the report, was conspicuously absent in Dr. Crisp’s paper, 
the positive parts of which appear to have been weak and un- 
satisfactory in the extreme. 


THE GUARDIANS OF BRIGHTON AND THE MEDICAL 
OFFICER OF THE WORKHOUSE. 

Tue guardians of the Brighton Union have unanimously 
carried a resolution to raise the salary of Mr. Richards, the 
surgeon to the Workhouse and the Industrial Schools, £50 a 
year. This resolution is to the credit of the board. Mr. 
Richards’s regular work has materially increased since his ap- 
pointment in 1864. Independently of this, he has been much 
overworked in connexion with epidemics of cholera, small- 
pox, itch, whooping-cough, and measles. In addition to all 
this he has much extra duty imposed on him by new regula- 
tions of the Poor-law Board, requiring a half-yearly report to 
be sent to them of all the cases attended in the infirmary, and 
of the general condition of the establishment. The guardians 
will excuse us for saying that even now the salary is in- 
commensurate to the work to be done; but a rise of £50 at 
one step, and the kindly and unanimous admissions of the 
guardians as to the efficiency with which Mr. Richards does 
his work, lead us to believe that between the Brighton board 
and their medical officer the fair adjustment of work and pay 
is only a matter of time. 


SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION FOR FALSE USE OF 
MEDICAL TITLES. 


Tue much-abused 40th clause of the Medical Act still suf- 
fices, now and again, as a legal instrument against false pre- 
tensions in medicine and surgery. A very satisfactory use 
was made of it a few days ago at the Mold Petty Sessions. 
A druggist, of the name of Janion Jones, was fined £10 and 
costs, and sentenced, in default of payment, to fourteen days’ 
imprisonment, for falsely using the title of Surgeon in certify- 
ing to the death of a man whom he had attended. There was 
a peculiar mixture of ingenuity and falseness in Mr. Jones's 
use of the title. His counsel, in defence, admitted that he 
had used this title, but in the following peculiar way, which, 


it was hoped, would save him from the present charge: instead 
of putting the word Surgeon in full after his name, he put the 
letters “‘S.u.r.g.n.r.” The letters ‘‘n. r.” were explained to 
be meant for “non-registered.” The bench did not see the 
beauty of all this ingenious falseness, and very properly in- 
flicted the above fine. Mr. Jones seems to have been one of 
the recipients of a foreign degree through Dr. Macdonald, of 
Glasgow, whose traffic in these articles led the Medical Council, 
at its last meeting, to remove his name from the Register. 
The Registration Society of the district (North Wales), and 
especially its honorary secretary, Mr. Eyton Jones, deserve 
credit for their complete exposure of this case. 


THE NEWCASTLE.ON.TYNE INFIRMARY. 


TurNcs seem to be going on more smoothly at the Infirmary 
of Newcastle-on-Tyne. At a meeting of the governors on the 
2nd of April, they deputed the House Committee, in con- 
junction with the medical staff, to inquire what improvements 
(if any) could be made in the nursing arrangements of the in- 
tirmary. The House Committee requested the Medical Board 
to meet, and report to them in writing the results of their de- 
liberations, which the Medical Board did. There seems a 
creditable determination on the part of the House Committee 
and the staff to work harmoniously. At a special Court of 
Governors held on the 27th of last month, the House Com- 
mittee expressed their intention to act on the principal recom- 
mendations of the medical staff, which were: that the number 
of nurses be increased to nineteen—six more than before; and 
that they be governed by a superintendent of nursing, who 
was to be under the direction of the medical staff, and subor- 
dinate to the matron — that is, that the matron should be 
supreme, the House Committee retaining the same control over 
all as at present. The medical staff had recommended that 
probationary nurses should be admitted for training ; and that 
also was agreed to, under such regulations as would be required 
for good order, and to ensure them not going away until 
trained. 

The changes recommended will involve additional expendi. 
ture to the sum of £400 or £500. A very important discussion 
turned upon the relation of the matron to the superintendent- 
nurse that is to be appointed, and the efficiency of the present 
matron, Miss Cooke. The opinion of the committee was de- 
cidedly in favour of the supremacy of the matron, and very 
high testimony was borne to the excellence of Miss Cooke's 
general management of the infirmary. The committee is to 
give a second report on other matters, as ventilation, dress- 
ing, &c. 

The secretary (Mr. Green) announced, as one result of the 
inquiry of the committee as to the management of similar in- 
stitutions, that every hospital in the kingdom seemed going 
into debt. To this Newcastle is an exception, and the credit 
must be given in a great degree to the matron, who, though 
not of sufficiently high social position for the fastidious taste of 
one of the governors, has the greater merit of being highly 
efficient. 


THE PROPOSED NEW PAUPER HOSPITAL AT 
ROTHERHITHE. 

We have been invited to inspect the plans for the hospital 
which is proposed to be erected in the neighbourhood of 
Southwark Park for the accommodation of the sick and infirm 
poor for the district of Rotherhithe, Bermondsey, and St. 
Olave. The buildings are to be erected on a somewhat limited 
space, and will accommodate 500 patients, with the necessary 
staff of medical officers, nurses, and superintendents. It would 
be invidious to express an opinion on any of the individual 
plans ; sutlice it to say that the accommodation is ample as to 
space and ventilation, and that the wards are on the pavilion 
arrangement, and generally fitted with the most modern im- 
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provements. It struck us that the staircases were too small, 
and nut made enough of as means of ventilation ; and that the 
general arrangement of the separate buildings was in some of 
the plans rather crowded. ‘The probable cost will be about 
£30,000 for the buildings alone. 


MEDICAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT. 


WE hope that our profession will make every effort to secure 
the return of some of its members to the House of Commons 
at the ensuing election. There are a large number of subjects 
of a social, sanitary, and medical character, which must occupy 
the attention of the Legislature, and public no less then pro- 
fessional interests would greatly benefit by the presence of a 
few medical men in the House of Commons. Dr. H. Sandwith, 
C.B., has issued his address to the electors of Marylebone. As 
he rightly points out, he has had considerable practical expe- 
rience of administrative and public business, enjoyed great 
opportunities for the study of questions of foreign policy, and 
witnessed the merits and failings of our military system when 
tested at the seat of war. Having practised medicine, he will 
naturally take an interest in questions of sanitary reform, and 
he promises to endeavour to improve the position of the pro- 
fession in the public services. Dr. Sandwith comes forward 
on Liberal principles, and he declares these with no uncertain 
sound. 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF HEART DISEASE IN 
ENGLAND. 


Iw an appendix toa little brochure with the rather sensational 
title of ‘‘Hurried to Death,” in which sufferers from heart 
disease are again cautioned as to the danger of hurry and ex- 
citement, Mr. Haviland has entered into the question of the 
geographical distribution of heart disease in England and 
Wales, and argues that the proportion of deaths from cardiac 
mischief varies in a uniform manner with latitude, longitude, 
and aspect of the maritime and physical character of localities, 
It is asserted that the greatest number of deaths from the cause 
stated occur in the southern coast counties, and the least in 
the western parts of England. The northern rank second, 
and the eastern third. It further appears that the mortality 
increases as we trace it from the sea-girt island (Wight) to the 
land-bound midland counties, showing the value of sea air in 
the class of disease under notice. The southern part of Eng- 
land has most heart disease, it is asserted, because it receives 
the least amount of sea air; the English channel being narrow, 
and the land air flowing in from the Continent. We are un- 
able to follow the matter further at present. If Mr. Haviland’s 
observations turn out to be correct, they will open up a new 
field in the therapeutics of cardiac disease. 


THE PRUSSIAN ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 


WE are informed that an army medical beard, similar to 
that at Whitehall-yard, including a sanitary branch, has been 
constituted in connexion with the War Office at Berlin. The 
purveyors do not, however, form a distinct department, but 
are placed under the orders of the director-general. It 
is anticipated that a professor of military hygiene will be ap- 
pointed to deliver lectures on this subject at the Military 
Academy which exists for the education of staff officers of the 
Prussian army. 


THE WOUNDS PRODUCED BY THE CHASSEPOT 
CONICAL BULLET. 


Ir appears, from experiments recently made at the Camp of 
Lyons, with the view of determining the character of the 
wounds produced by these projectiles, that the entrance is 
relatively very insignificant as compared with that of the exit 
wound, which is said to be as large as a person's two fists. 
This is accounted for by the rotatory motion of the ball on its 


axis, and the gradual increase it makes in the size of its circles. 
In one of the papers we read that these experiments were made 
on the body of a living but wounded horse. The Pall Mall 
Gazette, as we hope more accurately, mentions the bodies of 
dead horses as having beenused. The one end and aim of war 
is the destruction of human life, and it would have been an 
unjustifiable inhumanity to have inflicted injuries of this 
nature on living animals. Vivisections and experimental ob- 
servations should, to say the least, be restricted as much as 
possible, conducted with every precaution to prevent pain, and 
only undertaken with a conscientious conviction of their neces- 
sity. But their ultimate aim is to relieve suffering, and this 
certainly cannot be said of the experiments to which we have 
referred. 


THE REPRESENTATION OF THE SCOTCH 
UNIVERSITIES. 


Ir eloquence and thorough understanding of the most urgent 
questions of the day are to determine the election for Glasgow 
and Aberdeen, Mr, Moncrieff has earned the seat by his address 
at Glasgow, to say nothing of his being practically the original 
author of the Universities Bill. It is a less recommendation 
of Mr. Moncrieff, but still a recommendation, that he ccn- 
siders the supply of death certificates by medical men a public 
service that should be paid for. Medicine is becoming so public 
and sanitary in its character, that medical men must be paid 
for their contributions to the prevention of sickness,—a greater 
service than its cure. We have little that is new to report on 
the Edinburgh and St. Andrews election. Dr. Richardson 
persists in his canvass. It is not believed by any considerable 
number of persons that he has any chance of election. It is 
thought by those who have no professional or private feeling 
in the matter that his persistence in the candidature will favour 
the return of the legal candidate. We would impress upon all 
graduates, especially those of St. Andrews, the duty of giving 
their votes to Dr. Playfair. Dr. Richardson will make a fatal 
mistake if he only secures the return of another lawyer to the 
House of Commons, 


THE LATE SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE. 


In a day’s outing lately, through parts of Surrey, we came 
on the sequestered and very pleasant village of Betchworth; 
and on going into the church—a very good specimen of the 
old English parish church—we found that an alabaster tablet 
had been erected to the memory of the late Sir Benj. Brodie, 
The tablet is of a very chaste design, and below an excellent 
likeness in marble of the late distinguished surgeon is the 
following inscription :— 

In Memory of 

Bersawrw Buoprs, Bart, 

Sergeant-Surgeon to the Queen, 

President of the Royal Society. 

Born 1783—Died 1862. 
By his surgical «kill he alleviated 
the sufferings of hix own generation, 

and conferred lasting benefiis on mankind. 


ASSISTANTS AND THE PHARMACY ACT. 


Tue following are the proposed regulations for the Modified 
Examination for Assistants, under the new Pharmacy Act, 
which have been submitted to the Privy Council. Candidates 
will be examined in the following subjects :— 

‘« Preseriptions.—-Candidates will be required to read auto- 
graph prescriptions, translate them into English, render a cor- 
rect translation of the directions for use, and detect unusual 
doses. 

‘* Practical Dispensing.—To weigh, measure, and compound 
medicines ; write the directions in suitable language ; 
and properly direct each package. 

** Materia Medica, and Quality of Specimens.—To recognise 
the Pharmacope@ria chemicals in frequent demand, and speci- 
mens of roots, barks, leaves, iru, resivs, and gums in ordi- 
nary use; the following plants, cither in a fresh or dried 
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SOLDIERS BARRACKS.—QUININE. 


or from plates—belladonna, stramonium, hyoscyamus, conium, | At the Pharmaceutical Conference at Norwich, a special vote 


aconite, digitalis, and sabina; also to estimate the quality of | 


each specimen submitted, and its freedom from adulteration. 

** Pharmacy.—To recognise the preparations of the Pharma- 
copeia which are not of a definite chemical nature, such as 
extracts, tinctures, and powders; and give the proportions of 
the more active ingredients.” 


We have reason to believe that our articlés directing public 
attention to the condition of soldiers’ barracks will not be 


overlooked in the next Parliament. The forms of the House | 
of Commons, we have understood, prevented Mr. Otway giving | 


effect to the notice which he had put on the paper respecting the 


Gondition of the cavalry barracks in the metropolis; but we | 
trust that this gentleman, if he be so fortunate as to be a | 
member of the new Parliament (and we hope he may), will | 


pursue the subject. 

A provsct has been set on foot in Brighton for the estab- 
lishment of an hospital for the treatment of sick children ot 
the poor, and for the training of nurses for sick children. The 
medical and surgical staff will consist of Dr. Wm. Addison, 
F.R.C.P., F.R.S., as consulting physician, and J. C. 
Burrows, Esq., F.R.C.S., as consulting surgeon, with Dr. 
Barker, Mr. Moore, and Dr. Taaffe as acting medical officers, 
and Mr. Dennant as dental surgeon. 


Tue September number of the Practitioner, edited by 
Drs. Anstie and Lawson, fully sustains its character. The 
original papers are good, and the more strictly editorial 
part, which comprehends the reviews, clinic for the month, 
and extracts from British and foreign journals, is well done. 
Dr. Harley has a paper “‘On Conium in the Treatment of 
Chorea ;’ Mr, Henry Power ‘* On Sulphate of Soda as a means 
of Removing Opacities of the Cornea ;” Dr. E. Symes Thomp- 
son ‘* On the Perchloride of Iron in Phthisis ;’ Dr. Meadows 
“On the Therapeutical Uses of Ergot of Rye;” and Dr. 
Lawson “On Sulphurous Acid in the Treatment of Pyrosis.” 


Two additions have been made to the medical staff of the 
London Hospital. Dr. Samuel Fenwick has been appointed 
assistant-pbysician, and Mr. James Edward Adams assistant- 


surgeon. 


Tue Glasgow Daily Herald has a forcible article on the 
urgency of the need for adopting the plan of Messrs. Bateman 
and Bazalgette for the purification of the river Clyde by carry- 
ing the entire sewage of the city to the sands of Ayrshire, to 
be used for irrigation purposes, where there is abundance of 
available soil, or to be discharged into the sea, as the autho- 
rities may see fit. 

Ir has been a question whether the alkaloids contained in 
the trees in the chinchona plantations in India could be ex- 
tracted on the spot, without the bark being sent to England 
for the purpose. Mr. Broughton, the Indian quinologist, has, 
however, stated that there is no difficulty in the local extraction 
and preparation of the quinine and its allies in India. This, if 
true, must materially lessen the price of quinine after a while. 
A liquid extract of bark, possessing all the properties of chin- 
chona, has also been readily prepared by Mr. Broughton, and 
found to be most efficacious in the treatment of fevers. 


We are not surprised to learn that active steps are being 
taken by pharmaceutists to acknowledge in some special way 
the exertions of the President of the Pharmaceutical Society, 
Mr, Sandford, in regard to the new Pharmacy Bill. The safe 
conduct of the measure through Parliament was unquestion- 
ably to a great extent due to the tact, activity, and persever- 
anée of that gentleman, exhibited at great personal sacrifice. 


of thanks was accorded by acclamation to Mr. Sandford; and 


| it was decided to call a meeting in London for the 6th of 


October next, with the view of securing some public recognition 


| of Mr. Sandford’s services. 


Tue annual prizes given by the Society of Apothecaries on 
the subject of Botany have been awarded, after competitive 


| examination : the first (gold medal) to Mr. Francis Jas. Carey, 


of Guy’s Hospital ; the second (silver medal and book) to Mr. 
T. C. Fox, of University College. 


Tur total number of patients treated in the Royal Lunatic 
Asylum at Aberdeen during the year 1867 was 530; of these, 
22 died and 110 were discharged. The average daily number 
of residents was 391. The medical history of the twelvemonth 
is satisfactory ; the results of treatment are said to have been 


| specially so. The recoveries amounted to 50 per cent. 


Ar the instance of the Croydon Board of Guardians, a man 
at Wandsworth was summoned a few days ago under the 
Vaccination Act for neglecting to have his child vaccinated 
within the specified time. The defendant denied his knowledge 
of the compulsory character of the Act. The magistrate, how- 
ever, had a different impression, and inflicted a fine of ten 
shillings, with ten shillings costs, which the defendant paid. 


Aw active member of the Town Council of Dewsbury, Mr. 
Joseph Day, has, with great liberality, intimated his desire to 
give £2500 towards the erection of an hospital for Dewsbury 
and the surrounding neighbourhood, with the sole stipulation 
that £50,000 be raised before the expiration of twelve months, 
Should the subscription list only reach £40,000, he will give 
£2000, and proportionately to £20,000. Mr. Day has also 
offered a handsome annual subscription towards a temporary 
dispensary. 

A SMALL-Pox HosPITAL is about to be erected at Calcutta, 
The expense of building and repairing it will be borne by the 
Government ; that of its administration, by the municipality. 
There are to be (says the /ndian Medical Gazette) four wards, 
92 ft. by 42 ft.; capable of receiving from thirty to forty pa- 
tients, with 1738 cubic and 90 superficial square feet of space 
for each. In addition, four small wards, 10 ft. by 8 ft., for 
isolating cases, will be attached to the larger ones. The entire 
cost if to be 35,000 rupees. 

Dr. Hotiann is a candidate for the vacant Surrey coroner- 
ship. 


Correspondence. 


Audi alteram partem.” 


THE DIRECT REPRESENTATION OF THE REGIS. 
TERED PRACTITIONERS IN THE 
MEDICAL COUNCIL. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—My attention has been called to a speech delivered by 
Mr. Sampson Gamgee at the recent meeting of the British 
Medical Association at Oxford in reference to the direct re- 
presentation of the profession in the Medical Council. The 
only part of that speech to which I mean to allude here is the 
following passage :— 

‘*In the General Medical Council we found eloquent advo- 
cates in delegates from the Universities of Edinburgh and 
Dublin, in two of the Crown nominees—Dr. Sharpey and Dr. 
Parkes ; but the fepresentatives of the medical corporations 
were all against ws. They must be subjugated. Speaking in 
this most famous hall of this historic University, 1 am re- 
minded that Pa ent and the people have willed that the 
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Colleges shall yield to the University for the general welfare 
by becoming less exclusive and more catholic. Why shall the 
medical corporations continue to dominate for these selfish and 
intolerant purposes? By all means let them continue, if they 
will devote their resources to science and progress; but as 
engines of obstruction they must be levelled.” 

Now, let me state what was exactly the state of the case in | 
regard to the debate and divisions which took place on the | 
constitution of the Medical Council during its late session. 
The motion for a scheme of direct representation of the pro- 
fession, which would have given six such representatives on 
the Council,—viz., one for London, three for the provincial 
districts of England, one for Scotland, and one for Ireland, 
was brought forward by myself, the representative of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, one of the medical 
eee corporation of which I may fearlessly and 
truly say that, instead of being obstructive, it has always 
moved in the van of the movement for Medical Reform, and 
in endeavouring to keep pace with the times in the improve- 
ment and extension of medical education and examination. 1 
leave the representatives of the other medical corporations to 
speak for themselves. The motion was seconded by Sir D. 
Corrigan, who represents the Queen’s University of Ireland, 
and supported by Drs. Sharpey and Parkes, two of the Crown 
nominees, and by Dr. Embleton, the representative of the 
University of Durham. The opponents of the motion in- 
cluded six University representatives, seven representatives of 
medical corporations, and two Crown nominees. Now, if 
‘*subjugation” is to be applied to bodies whose representatives 

against direct representation of the profession in the 
Medical Council, it must be carried obviously beyond those 
medical corporations which Mr. 8. Gamgee anathematises. 
Even the British Medica! Association, upon his principle, must 
itself be ‘‘ subjugated,” seeing that four gentlemen who have 
held the office of President of that A tion voted against 
the motion. As to that cuckoo cry against the medical cor- 
porations in which some persons are wont to indulge, who call 
them seltish, obstructive, useless, and so forth, J can only say 
that whilst I am ready to admit that, like all other human insti- 
tutions, they are not infallible, yet I will stoutly maintain that 
they are peculiarly British institutions, which for generations 
have formed rallying points for the profession, and have done 
much to assert its dignity and independence, and which ought 
to be maintained. To ‘‘subjugate” or destroy them would 
be, in my opinion, the first step to weaken the general body of 
the profession, and to destroy what I consider the guarantee 
which the medical corporations give for its stability and, what- 
ever their enemies may say, its progress. 

With regard to the question of the direc‘ representation of 
the profession in the Medical Council, I hold as strongly as 
ever the opinion that it would be an act of justice to the pro- 
fession, and that nothing would tend more to render the 
Medical Council popular, influential, and etiicient, than the 
adoption of some such measure as I ventured to propose. A 
Council which embraced the universities, the medical corpora- 
tions, the nominees of the Crown, and a certain proportion of 
direct representatives of registered practitioners, would excite 
interest amongst the profession, and would receive from the 
force of public opinion thus exerted on it a degree of influence 
for good which otherwise it could not exert, and which, 
notwithstanding its many meritorious labours, it has not 
hitherto | 

The result of the vote of last session ought not to dishearten 
the a of direct representation : it did not dishearten 
me. If the profession really wish direct representation, it is 
incumbent on them to show that they do so by memorials 
numerously signed by the general body of registered prac- 
titioners throughout the country. Were these memorials to be 
signed by thousands of those on the Register, there could then 
be no doubt as to their wishes. In the absence of such memo- 
rials, it will be difficult for the advocates of the measure in the 
Medical Council to carry it ; in fact, they may be discouraged 
from mooting it. Were they strengthened by such memorials, 
then might they again bring forward the measure, not only 
with good hopes, but almost, if not altogether, with con- 
fidence of success.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Edinturgh, August 18th, 1863. Anprew Woop, M.D. 


SCOTTISH UNIVERSITY ELECTION. 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Srr,—In your journal of Au 15th you refer to the circum- 
stance of ene been incinded in 


the published list of my supporters as a candidate for the 
Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrews; and you add— 
‘*We are enabled to state authoritatively that the mistake 
arose from the result of a dinner conversation between Sir Jas. 
Simpson and Mr. Swinton many months agc, in which the 
former signified generally that his support would be given to 
the Jatter if he became a candidate. When, however, Dr. Lyon 
Playfair some time afterwards signified his intention of comin 
forward, Sir Jas. Simpson wrote and requested to be rel 

from his promise to Mr. Swinton, which release, after several 
appeals were made, was given.” 

I cannot permit so inaccurate a statement of the relations in 
which my friend Sir James Simpson and I have stood to each 
other in reference to the University contest to remain uncon- 
tradicted, and I have Sir James’s authority for stating that 
he bas felt annoyed by the paragraph, and will feel gratified 
by the statement being corrected. The facts of the case are, 
that in June, 1867, after Professor Playfair was in the field 
for the representation of the Universities, Sir James Simpson 
wrote to me, stating that he believed that the Universities 
would have in either myself or Professor Playfair a valuable 
representative, and confirming an old promise which he had 
repeatedly made to me, that if the Universities ever obtained 
a member he would vote for me, although he declined taking 
any active part in the election, and added that, but for the 
See referred to, he would (being a Liberal) have voted for 

rofessor Playfair. 

The first and only intimation which I received from Sir 
James of his desire to be released from this promise was on 
the 7th of July last, and that release was at once most cheer- 
fully given. 

Tne delay which has occurred in noticing the paragraph in 
your journal has been occasioned by the necessity of communi- 
cating with Sir James Sumpson before asking you to insert this 
letter in Tue Lancer. 

{ am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) A. CAMPBELL Swinton. 
Kimmerghame, Dunse, August 31st, 1863. 


THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Sir,—It has long occurred to me whether the inequalities 
of the salaries of union medical officers could not be abated. 
One-half of our salaries being paid from the Consolidated 
Fund, I would ask whether that circumstance might not be 
made a power in the hands of the Poor-law Board to effect 
a better arrangement. When a board of guardians was noto- 
riously under-paying their medical officer, the Board could 
withdraw the allowance from the Consolidated Fund; and 
surely no one would be found to take the half of the too little 
given by the guardians. If the Poor-law Board has not the 
power, it should be granted them, and would be, on applying 
to Parliament ; for, at the present time, the public money is 
unjustly distributed, and the public would certainly look into 
it. And when we go to Parliament, we should ask that, in 
future, applications for increased salary &c. to boards of guar- 
dians should be communicated to the Poor-law Board, to- 
gether with the grounds of such apptication ; at present, they 
are stifled by the guardians. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Helston, August, 1863, ; 


LIVERPOOL. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


8. E. 


Amone the cases tried last week at the Summer Assizes, 
held in this town, was one of some medical interest. It was 
an action for damages against the London and North Western 
Railway ; and at the trial all the home@opaths were arranged 
on one side, and some of the leading allopaths on the other. 
Damages were laid at £11,000. The facts are shortly these : 
The plaintiff, a young man, thirty years of age, a draper, was 
a passenger in an excursion train on the defendants’ line on 
the 2nd of September last, when, near Crewe, a collision oc- 
curred with a goods train. The violence of the collision caused 
the back part of the plaintiff's head to come into contact with 
the carriage in which he was sitting with sufficient force to 
produce a severe contusion. He was seen at once by the 
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Company’s medical man, and in two to three hours sent home 
to Birkenhead, where a Dr. O'Neil, a homeopathic practi- 
tioner, attended him. é He considered him to be suffering from 


ugh he rallied somewhat for a time he re- 

, and has now no power to raise himself. 

ysed, 

was not 

the witness-box learned counsel was 
: he always vomited when he was spoken to, — 


” 


severe measures, such as bleeding. 
i i 


Raine, George Rolph, Billericay, Essex. 
Robertson, F Peckham. 
Wade, Charles, Cross, Weston-super-Mare. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 
Allen, Thomas, King’s me Hospital. 
Box, William Henry, Westminster Hospital. 
Eager, Wilson, Guy's Hospital. 
Matthews, James Forrester, Middlesex Hospital. 
Parkinson, Charlies Henry Watts, Guy's Hospital. 
Slaugbter, William Rudd, St. Th mes’s Hospital. 
Stone, Vincent, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Tue Royat Hosritat ror [upecttes, Putyey.— 
A gratifying meeting took in the general room of the 
above institution on Monday evening. Ait the patients, male 
and female (except those who were bed-ridden or too ill to at- 
—_ assembled together to celebrate the first anniversary of 
tment of the present governor and matron (Mr. and 
The governor, with his usual good-nature 
indness, had provided (out of his own pocket) special 
ae for the occasion, and he and his wife amused 
them for several hours with music, singing, recitations, and 
readings, which seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed. The super- 
intending nurse, who is very popular with the patients, Mad 
at their wish collected smal! contributions from those who de- 
sired to give, and purchased two handsome d -cases for 
tation to the governor and matron, as an acknowledg- 


| ment of their unwearied efforts to promote the comfort and 


of the allopathic school; but it has only lately been broached” 
His Lordship: * Then you do not offer any other treatment | 
ane ye think the best educated of the allopathic practitioners 


do?” 


Dr, Hayward 
ment of such a case would diff er. They would not use aconite | affl 


onna.” 
which, accord- 
stem, would produce any effect what- 


it would be dangerous to 
These medicines, icines, then, have been bencficial in | 


Counsel : 


cases of affection of the brain?” | 108, 


Dr. Hayward: ‘‘Always, and remarkably so in this case.” 
The advanced section ot the allopathic school thus so coolly | 
declared by Dr. Hayward as at one with him, are far re-_ 
moved from the transparent folly of homeopathy. Their | 
t investigation and close research into the structure of 
matter and other tissues, and the physiological effect of 
medicines u them, may have opened out to them a wider 
application for the use of drugs, and at the same time have | 
impressed a greater caution in interfering with nature in her | 
process of recovery from a lesion, but it has not led them to | 
profess or practise a delusion. | It is difficult to understand the | 
witness’s reply to the last question. He had just — 
stated that he did ot think the plant would live log. Tn In 
what way, then, had the medicines been “‘ 


The next witness called on the part of the plaintiff was Mr. 
Long, Consulting Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary. He stated 
that he had examined the plaintiff twice, and did not take so 
unfavourable a view as the other witnesses, and thought that 
pA. rest and quiet the patient might ultimately recever. This 

evidence brought the case to an abrupt conclusion, as it 
would have been corroborated still more strongly by the medi- 
cal men, Drs. Vose and Cameron, and Mr. Bickerton, who had 
examined the F ng wee for the Railway Company. A confer- 
ence between the Counsel at once took place, resulting in both 
sides agreeing to a verdict for £2500, each to pay their own 
costs. 


Sept. 1st, 1968. 


Aporuecarigs’ Hatt. — The following tlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on the 27th ult. :— 

Bridges, William Percy, Cirencester. 


| happiness of the inmates generally. These dressing-cases, 
with an appropriate address, were presented, and the governor 
who was unprepared for such a demonstration towards him, 
was quite overcome at the cordial and enthusiastic manner in 

which the presentation was made. Itis hoped that the nt 
management rs. ghton properly 

this useful home for the 


Prosecution FoR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE VAc- 
crnaTion Act,—The guardians of the Brighton Union have 
unanimously appointed a Prosecutor. Their wise determina- 
tion is that the with and as 
much leniency as med ses be ts shal] be compelled 
to have their “hildren The Prosecutor appointed 
is Mr. Samuel Thomasoft, 2 He is to receive 
6d. per case. 

Mr. Humpnreys held two inquests on Monday upon 


babies which it was said had been suffocated in bed, the evi- 


dence given at which is as instructive as it is painful. The 
first case was that of a boy nine months old, at Bethnal Green. 
The mother said she found it dead by her side. She had in- 
sured its life because the doctor said it would not live ; she did 
not tell the insurance office what the doctor said. In this case 
a sw named Hare had given a certificate that the child 
died from suffocation, without pg be seen it after death, and 
the jury very properly appended to their verdict (which was 
an open one) a censure upon hisconduct. The second case was 
that of a girl, three months old, at St. Luke's, the fourth il- 
legitimate child of Elizabeth Wayte. This woman admitted 
that two of her former children had died, and said she insured 
this one the day after it was born for 30s, The jury found in 
this case that the cause of death was suffocation, bub tay 
declined to say whether or not the suffocation was wilful.- 
Pall Mali Gazette. 

Mosgvuitors 1x the current number 
of Science Gossip it is shown that the statements recently 
made affirming the presence of mosquitoes at Woolwich, Ports- 
mouth, and other parts, are erroneous. The insects dignified 
by the title of mosquitoes are certain species of British gnat, 

y the anopheles maculipennis. 

MicroscoricaL Cive. — The monthly 
meeting was held on Friday, the 28th ult., A. E. Durham, 
Esq., President, in the chair. A paper was read by Mr. 

Martinelli ‘‘On the Tubules of Crabshell.” At the conver- 
sazione, with which the meeting concluded, there were ex- 
hibited amongst other things hippocampi, the electric spark 
from induction coil with ium terminals, specimens of 
so-called mosquitoes, British gnats, &c. Eight new members 
were elected. 

WE understand that for the convenience of readers 
in remote of the country, and abroad also, the proprie- 
the Pall Mail intend to issue a new weekly 
ape 8 which shall com a collection of all the prin- 
cipal articles printed in the Pal! Mall from day to day. 


cussion © brain. ha Gay or two his 0 
tendant, also a homeopath, returned, and took — of the | 
ease. By this time he had become much worse, a third q 
homeopath from Liverpool was sent for, and these gentlemen 
have been attending him ever since. They state in evidence | 
that he suffered from acute inflammation of the membranes of it 
lapsed agal vit 
One consi 
the other 
placed in 
afraid of a i 
and was unable to speak to a stranger. : 
The following cross-examination is transcribed from the | ‘i 
reporter's notes :— 
Judge: ‘‘In what respect does your treatment in such an 
ailment as this differ from that of allopathic practitioners?” 
Dr. Hayward: “It differs in reference to the particular 4 
medicines used, the dose administered, and the non-use of ; 
Tr. aywara : n order to remove the conges ea and in- * 
flammatory condition of the brain, homcopaths use acon 
and belladonna, which operate directly on those parts.” i 
His Lordship : *‘ In that you do not differ from the others ‘ i 
His Le 
ing to t 
ever.” iu 
Dr. Hayw 
do so in this 
Piedical | 
Martin, William Young, Little Hulton, near Manchester. : | 
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MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Apams, J, Ee M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Assistant-Surgeon to the 
London tal. 


Buox, J. R., L.R.C.P.Ed., has been appointed Medical Officer for the Ink- 
berrow District of the Rae nion, Warwickshire, vice J. W. Lea- 
croft, M.B., whose appointment will expire on the 29th inst, 

Burperr, Mr. H.C., has been appointed Resident y and G 1 
eee ‘of the Queen’s roan Birmingham, vice Mr. W. A. 

ward: 

J. P., LK. Qc.P. 


Medica] Officer to the Augh- 

M.R.C.S. dece 

Faywicx, 8. M.D., has been appointed an Assistant-Physician to the 


London Hos fe. 
Gruzs, 8., M.D., B.A., has been appointed Medical Examiner to the Crown 
Life Assurance Com 
4. M.D., nted Medical Officer for No. 4 Cork 
inted to No. 8. 


been 
District of the Cork Union, vice O'Flynn, 
~~ W. N., M.R.C.8.E., has been appointed Resident Medical Officer to 


the Westminster General Dispensary, Gerrard-street, Soho, vice F. Amy, 


— been ees Medical Officer for No 7 Cork Dispensary 
‘of nio vice Jones, *ppe pointed to No. 3. 
Jowxs, H. M‘N., been appointed Medical Sek 
Dispensary” Disteiet of the Cork Union, vice Golding, appoin 


J. P., L.R.C.8.1L, has been Surgeon to the Cronebane, 
Tegrony, and Carysfort Mines, Co. vice J. Kearney, M. RCS.E., 


Macavtay, F. E., has been Medical Officer for the 
District of the Halifax Union, Yorkshire, vice James Holt, 


L.B.C.P.Ed, 
Wrexham Denbighshire, vice T. R. Mitchell, 


MD. FL has been ted Coroner for the 
RE, 8, appointed Deputy 


County 
OFurs™, J.D. aD. has been appointed Medical Officer for No, 8 Cork 
Dispensary District of the Cork Union, vice R. T. Fowler, M.D., de- 


Paxewnam, Mr. W. J. (Dublin), has been appointed 4 d Regis- 
to the Monaghan County vice M.D., 
Payne, C. J., M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer to the Workhouse 
and Fever Hospital, and Medical Officer, Public Vaccinator, and Regis- 
trar of Births &c., for the Clifden of the Clifden 
Lew vice W. H. Suffield, 


Parmer, G een appointed Medical’ Officer to Workhouse and 
eweastle Union, Co. Limerick, vice J. Peirce, 

RD, ted Junior Assistant Medical 


. M.R.C.S8.E., has been appoin' 
Officer to the County Lunatic Asylum, Gloucester, vice Charles Lewis, 
M.B.C8.E., resign 
Suaw, Mr. H. 8., has been appointed Guater Resident ond 
Becretary to the Leeds Dispensary, vice E. Casey, M.B., 
Medical Officer to the Gloucester County 


lum, 
Toon, br. 3. be has been ted Medical Officer, Public Vaccinator, and 
Registrar of Births &c., for the Drumquin ry District of 
Castlederg Union, Co. Tyrone, vice W. 
Warsor, W. K., L.R.C.8.Ed., has been appointed Public 
Vaceinator for the Parish of Kirkmabreck, Kinewdeclahichion vice J. 
Coutts, L.P.P. & S. Glas., resigned. 
Wrison, W.S., L.R.C.P.L., has been inted Medical Officer for the Burn- 
— the Eton Union, vice G. J. Gillam, M.R.C.8.E., resigned. 


Binlhs, Barings, md Beats 


BIRTHS. 
M.D., of a daughter. 


Jepson a 

Krux. On ‘the 19th of July. at Zanzibar, the wife of J. Kirk, M.D,, British 
Viee-Consul, of a daug! ter. 

Ricumonp. ult,, at Northallerton, Yorkshire, the wife of 8. 

Snows.—On the 23th at Great Marlow Bucks, the wife of W. J. Shove. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS. 
Broapsewt.—On the 28th ult., Richard Broadbent, F.R.C.8.E., of Altrincham, 
Cheshire, aged 73. 
Hyxpr.—On the 27th C. Hyde, of Upper Belmont-place, 
Wandsworth road, 
Lacy.—On the 29th ult., - Panton, in Lincolnshire (the residence of his 
James Prior of Newark-on- aged 72. Uni- 


Cottage, Brigg, Janet, relict of the late 

the Win Ralph Milner, M.R.C.S.E., of Wakefield, 


Collins, youngest daughter of erryweather, M.R.C.S.E., aged 
4 years and 9 months. 

Morcxton.—On ult., at Ernest Parr, son of Wm. 
Monckton, Su 

Ronzxrs.—On the fist bey ospital for Hi. Roberts, 


the 20th wh, the Cormervenshive Infirmary 
and Joue Rowland, MRCSE, Hence tax 
upwards of twenty y 


Surra.—On the 18th ult., Smith, M.R.C.8.E., of Aylsham, Norfolk, 


aged 69 
Taorras—On the 29th ult., at the residence of his uncle, T. Batten, F.R.C.S., 
Chorles Hardy Trotter, M.D, M.R.C.S, of Park-end, near Lydney, 


Gloucestershire. 
Witsom.—On the 25th ult , Wi M.D., of Regency-square, Brighton, 
formerly of the H.E.LGo.'s 


“|THE STUDENTS’ NUMBER OF THE LANCET 
will be published on Saturday next, September 12th. Those 
gentlemen holding official situations connected with Medical 
Institutions in the United Kingdom, who have not yet for- 
warded the necessary information to our Office for publica- 
tion in that Number, are earnestly requested to send it 
without the delay of a single post. 

Plato.—The Vaccination Act of 1867 does not require a medical practitioner 
who is not a public vaccinator to transmit to the registrar of births dupli- 
cate certificates of successful vaccination ; but the Act does require the 
medical practitioner to fill up and sign the certificate of vaccination, which 
must be presented to him by the parent or custodian of the child on the 
day of inspection. Section 23 of the Act says: “ Where the vaccination 
shall be successfully performed by a medical practitioner not being a public 
vaccinator, the parent or other person as aforesaid causing the child to be 
vaccinated sha)! submit a certificate according to the said form, marked D, 
to such medical practitioner to be filled up and signed by him, and she!l 
within twent) -one days after the performance of the operation transmit the 
same so signed, by post or otherwise, to the registrar of the district.” 
Section 30 imposes a penalty on any medical practitioner who shall refuse 
to fill up and sign the certifieate when it is submitted to him as the Act 
directs. 

Mr. Riley should consult a qualified practitioner in the neighbourhood. 


Sr. Pancras Worxuovss. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Sre,—I was astounded when I read in your journal the paragraph in the 
Report on the State of St. Pancras Workhouse relating to the children's 
nursery, which states that “on the whole we are bound to say that, while the 


numbers are limited is sufficient.” The 
lowest amount of cubic lowed by the Poor-lew Board for an 


At a late inquest | was asked by Dr. Lankester “was the atmosphere 
that room fit for children in such a delicate state of bealth as the deceased 
My answer was “No.” I maintain that that answer was right. 


Yours faithfully, 
W. Ginsox, M.D. Lond, 
St. Pancras Infirmary, Aug, 30th, 1868, Resident Medical Officer. 
P,S.—The Poor-law Board in a recent order fixed the amount for each child 
at the Plaistow Schools at 500 cubic feet. If this amount is needed for child- 

ren in the country, how can 274 cubic feet be sufficient for those living in a 

crowded workhouse ? 

*,* The amount of cubie space which should be given to the children in the 
short nursery of the St. Pancras Workhouse is a question on which con- 
siderable difference of opinion may be reasonebly permitted. Dr. Gibson 
has not stated the case quite fairly. There are, indeed, two or three adult 
attendants; but only one sleeps and takes ber meals in the apartment. 
Moreover, the children, under ordinary cireumstances, do not remain more 
than a few days, and the extra number is due to the existence of ophthalmia 
at the Plaistow Schools, The apartment, with the exception of the water- 
closet, is clean, wholesome, well ventilated, and quite suitable. There is 
au excellent play-yard, and no washing is done in the room. The actual 
average, under the present unfavourable circumstances, has been 370 cubic 
feet for each child, and the general appearance of the children is, as was 
admitted by the jurors, extremely healthy. We have no desire, however, to 
curtail the space allowed for children, and perhaps it would be better to 
place the extreme limit at the lower number mentioned in our Report. If 
the atmosphere was unfit for a child in euch a celicate state of health, we 


was removed to the infirmary the day after the sccident.—Tuz Lancer 


| | 
| 
| A 
Co Correspondents, 
| 
ceased x 
it 
uit cubic feet, Deducting 1000 feet, amount peeded for 
4 three adult assistants, from 7865 feet, 6365 cubic feet only remain, which 
sum, divided by 26, gives a quotient of 254 feet for each child, or, allowing for 
: two adults, oniy 274 feet, 
of 
ug 
: Cheye, Esq., Solicitor, of Liverpool.—No Cards. | 
| think it should have been ordered either inte the infirmary or the sick 
wards at Plaistow, and we can scarcely understand that the gangrene 
| should be attributed to overcrowding im the nursery, seeing that the child 
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Tux Arriication ov Day-Eantn System to Stance Mayvuns. 

Mr. Edmund Wilmot, of Derby, informs us, in reference to our Commissioners’ 
Report on the Barracks of the Household Cavairy, that the dry-earth system 
is as applicable to horse and cow manure as to house manure. If those 
employed in large stables were instructed to sprinkle a little dust over the 
manure or droppings of animals before removal, the peculiar stable effluvia 
would be obviated. The manure can then be stacked or stored against a 
wall, with the three sides open, but the top covered with a corrugated iron 
roof, without the least offensive smell being produced. The roof ean be re- 
moved and replaced at pleasure. This appears to us a very simple expedient, 
and worthy of trial. 

Tux letter of A Member of Dr. Richardson's Committee arrived too late for 
insertion this week, but will appear in due course. 

An Assistant. —There is no legal agreement. A week's notice. 


Tus Commrrres vor Investicative tax Action or Murcury. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
—In a leading article in your journal for August 29th, you a ~ 4 
afi terms of praise to the experiment! investigation carried on 
of the Mercurial Committee. You have, 
omitted to mention the name of one who took a very prominent part in the 
experiments. Permit me to draw your attention to the fact that if avy results 
of interest have been re at by the Committee, they are due very mach to 
Dr. William Ratherf: , zeal, and manipulative dexterity 
— the cause of the chief coo difficulties being successfully over- 
I remain, servant, 


Rdinbargh, August 29th, Agtyve Gamers. 


Canted.— Perhaps our correspondent could put the substance of his letter into 
an advertisement, which would have the effect of calling attention to what 
he wants; or he might procure an introduction to some one on the staff of 
a London hospital or medical university, and ask him. 

Mr. W. Cleland should consult any one of the various able surgeons in his 


city. 
Mr. A. L. Mackaye—No. The paper can be “introduced” by a member. 


Tas Heatte or Guitprory. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sra,—In your very able Report on the Sanitary State of the Town of Guild- 


solid contents of an old cesspool were found to have disappeared 
— which he infers that there mast be extensive faults or channels in 
having direct communication with the which the 
The partial @ of the slid contents of cesspo- ls 


But whstever the truth may be as regards this questions 
it does not aflect my argument, which was that the greater —~— 4+ 
among the wealthier classes tends to slow its independence of ex- 
ternal sanitary conditions. 

1 eannot conclade this allading to the 
in which your © i Mr. Bager’s statistics, showing the 
low rate ot general mortality among ‘he inhabitants of this borough. Surely, 
Sir, a death-rate averaging a little above :9 per 1000 living for the last ive 
years, which included | wo severe epidemics, is a fact of no little value at the 

~ a Nate when it is “we about on al! sides that Guildford is, or must 
Your servant, 
Mewer 8. 


*,.* Mr. Taylor’s explanation of the disappearance of solid sewage matters 
into a subterrauean passage may be applicable tv his particular case, but is 
obviously insufficient to explain the occurrence in other parts of the town. 
The welis both north and south of the public well are affected by the 
height of the river, and the inference is that contamination of one well 
would be liable to affect them all. The cardinal fact remains that contami- 
nation is admitted to exist in some. Notwithstanding the dip of the ehalk 
and the analysis made last year, the purity of the public well is not beyond 
suspicion, especially if the co..tents of certain cesspools are only washed out 
when the water-level is unusually high. If the chalk be perfectly sound 
and free from faults or flints, it is possible that a thick of five yards 
would prevent the passage of foul matters from a ceaspool to a well, at 
least for some years; but we have direct evidence that contamination bas 
occurred under such conditions; and it is certain that if the quantity of 
sewage were considerable, there would be danger even with a much greater 
interval. We can scarcely believe that Mr. J aylor would desire to be con- 
sidered an advocate of the pool system. Whether the mortality in 1864 
and 1865 be due to one or two epidemics, is a matter of very little moment, 
With respect to tne mortality amongst the gentry and tradesmen as com- 
pared with that of the indastrial class, we accept Mr. Taylor's statement as 
regards the facts. 8 deaths out of 22, or 27°5 per cent., have occurred 
amongst the former, and 14, or 725 per cent. amongst the latter. On 
turning to the statistical return of the pati of the population of 
the Guildford district, we find that of persons over twenty years of age, 
41 per cent. belong to the domestic class, 32 to the commercial, 224 to 
the agricaltaral, and 24°0 to the industrial. This calculation has been made 
by the Poor-taw Board fur the purpose of showing the proportion between 
the independent and dependent classes. To the domestic and commercial 
must be added the professional and non-productive classes, which are 
omitted from the li-t; and a certain deduction has to be made for the 
borough of Guildford, because an andue proportion of the agricultural 
Population reside in the suburbs and country districts. i 


population. Under these circumstances, the number of deaths in each class 
ought to have been reversed. The domestic, commercial, and professional 
ought to have had 13 deaths amongst them, and the industria! only 9. We 
must still adhere to our opinion that the sensation and alarm naturally 


isappearance 
and other instances admits of a different explanation. In the i d 
t cesspools there are known to be large excavations in 


The cesspool premises 
which provably led from the donjon to a postern gate on 


being contaminated by soakage from cess- 
it the town well is 
of the town, almost on its southern limit, and that 

chalk strata is from 8S. to N.: a disposition which necessarily 

. The existence of any large fissure 

ly con, The 

spring from which . is probable that the 

whole water-supply of the town is derived is fouled L sewage,” is therefore 
dicted by the geological fict now referred to, 


yards is not too great to permit filtration through a material eveu so porous 
as chalk. It is the opinion of an experienced well-sinker that a distance of 
even five yards is sufficient to prevent filtration in this soil. 
1 am sorry to find that, according to your Report, we are credited with two 
other serious epidemics of scarlet fever within the last ears—a state- 
men: which has been by The Times; the actual fact ing that the 
last epidemte of scarlet fever bezan in the last quarter of 1964, and 
Saeed nee hence your tion that there had been 


leges are against stand thas :—Out of 22 ‘ecthe 
registered between the llth June and the" 16th August, 8 oceurred in the 
families ota banker, two medical men, a barrister, a merchan’, a d 


mast also take leave to doubt the correctness of the in 
explanation of this greater mortality nue Ge well-fed classes. Is it an 
ascertained fact “that the immediate ity of scarlatina is alevys more 

ed among the well-fed classes,” from its fullowing in them a more acate 
course? Or that the half- ed children of in their tarn suffer more 


form as the well-nourished 


produced by the rapidly fatal course of the disease amongst the well-fed 
classes, and the important position of the people who die, suggest the im- 
pression that the disease has attacked the well-to-do rather than the induas- 
trious and poor. It would, however, be absurd to suppose that persons who 
are weil housed and fed, who have the best opportunities for isolating those 
who are attacked, who can afford to adopt every precaution against the 
spread of the disease, often, as we have seen, with the most complete suc- 
cess, should still suffer more than the poor iv their small, ill-ventilated, and 
overcrowded rooms. In such homes there is generally an absence of suffi- 
cient linen and other comforts, and, thanks to the apathy of the local 
authorities, the living occupy the same rooms and even the same bed in 
which their rela'ives have died, without the adoption of sanitary precau- 
tions even of the simplest and Jeast expensive kind. The poor cannot escape 
infection, avd Mr. Taylor must surely see that his position is untenable. 
Mr, Eager’s statistics of general mortality were dismissed as being beyond 
the scope of our inquiry. The fact that 400 cases of scariatina and 22 deaths 
had occarred in little more than two months was in itself sufficient to 
establish the charge of unhealthiness against the town. But even the sta- 
tistics alluded to are by no means so favourable as Mr. Taylor seems to 
think. The health of Guildford cannot be fairly compared with that of 
Lendon or the country generally. 1t must be compared with that of other 
towns in the same district having a somewhat similar population, and then 
what are the facts? With the exception of Richmond, the mortality of the 
Guildford district is higher than that of any other in the same division, 
(Vide Parliamentary Return of Deaths, No. 12, 1864.) With one exception, 
it stands highest in deaths from fever, scariatina, and whooping cough. 
Whilst the mortality of Epsom, Dorking, Godstone, and Kingston is 17 
per 1000 living, that of Guild'ord is, under the sume circumstances, 19°12. 
The actual number of deaths from scarlatina in ten years was 163, or more 
than 16 per annum, which accounts for the fact that the average mortality 
has not been seriously increased by the present fatal epidemic. 228 persons 
have died in ten years of typhus fever, and 217 of chole a, diarrh@a, and 
dysentery. In the same ten years, 1134 persons have died of zymotic dis- 
eases, the majority of which are due to preventable causes. There can be 
no doubt that the mortality of Guildford may be considerably reduced by 
the adoption of efficient sanitary measures. Looking to all the cireum- 
stances in which the authorities are placed, we would urge the closure of 
all is, and the adoption of the dry-earth system under the superin- 
tendence of the Local Board, together with the other sanitary precautions 
mentioned in our Report.—Tuz Lawcet Commissionzn. 


4 
AW 
| 
q 
ford there are some facts and conclusions advanced which appear to me to 
demand further consideration, if you will accord me the necessary space in : 
your next number. 
Your Commissioner states his belief that the general water-supply of the 5 
town is contaminated by sewage, partly because cesspools sunk in the chalk — —— — - f 
speedily empty themselves by filtration, and also because in one instance the 
ia 
the chalk, which formed part of a system of underground passages belongin: : u 
to the old castle. | 
of these passages, 
the river-bank. 
| 
| 
ae well as by the admitted purity of the water in the town-well, to which, : 
strangely enough, your Commissioner afterwards testifies, when he gives it 
as his opinion “ that the quality of the water now supplied is as wholesome 
as that of any other town.” ‘ 
soakage from cesspools in close proxim| 
assumed that such contamination is general, or that a distance of sixteen | 
I observe also that your Commissioner impugns my statement, that the | 
deaths that bave occurred in the houses of the gentry and tradesmen form a 
| 
this is a large p oportion for the gentry and tradesmen to bear against the i 
| 
| 
from he secondary complaints following attacks of this disease ? According 
to my experie:.ce in all former epidemics, no such differences have been ob- ' 
served. The children of the lower classes have developed the disease in the : 
while the latter have 
as the former both in this and ii 


it 
4 
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Man’s Antiquity rv AMERICA. 

Art the meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
recently held in the city of Chicago, Colonel Whittlesey maintained that 
four American races preceded the red man. First, the mound-builders; 
second, a race in the territory now called Wisconsin; third, a warlike race 
in the region south of Lakes Ontario and Erie; and fourth, a religious 
people in Mexico. Pottery, arrow-heads, &c., have been found in conjunc- 
tion with and beneath the mastodon and megatbherium. A jaw and tooth 
were pronounced by Agassiz 10,000 years old. Mr. J. W. Foster gave an 
account of the discovery in a deep gold drift of California of a skeleton 
covered by five deposits of lava, He exhibited an arrow-head found in the 
valley of San Joaquin thirty feet below the surface. Human remains have 
aiso been found during excavations at New Orleans at a depth of sixteen 
feet. Mr. Foster exhibited a copper knife found in New Orleans, which he 
believed was a relic of the mound-builders, and a water-jug surmounted by 
a human head and a statuette of a captive with his hands bound behind 
him, both from Peru, and evidently of extreme antiquity. The recent explo- 
rations of Mr. E. G. Squiers have renewed some old theories as to a con- 
nexion in origin between the earliest inhabitants of America and those of 
the Oriental countries. 

Mr. Edward Thompson, (Leeds.)—We believe at Mr. Sorensin’s, Duke-street, 
Manchester-square. 

Dr, Ballard’s \etter shall be inserted in our issue of the 19th inst. 


St. Leonarp’s Hospiran, SupsuRy. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—I shall be glad if you will permit me to write a few words of explana- 
tion as to the et ne of St. Leonard’s Hospital, Sudbury, which have been 
lately cond din your col It is not my intention to enter into any 
defence of them, but merely to point out how they came to be passed, and in 
what light they are regarded by the subscribers who bave sanctioned them. 

In a letter which appeared in your “ Notices to Correspondents,” June 13th, 
1868, I informed you that the subscribers had decided that the medicai ap- 
fans ov of this small hospital should not be a monopoly in certain hands, 

that any medical man d of legal qualifications, and resident in 
the borough, should at any time be entitled to apply for election on the 
medical staff; and further, they decided to allow any medical man residing at 
a reasonable distance (who might not wish to be a medical officer) to attend 
on his own acconnt any patient whom he might send in to the hospital. I 
asked for your opinion on this arrangement, and you were kind enough to say 
that you thought it to be conceived in a just and liberal spirit, and that you 
trusted it might be temporarily adopted. 

The reasous which induced the subscribers to adopt this mode of appoint- 
ing medical officers were the following. They conceived that it would spare 
medical men who might seek election the annoyance and degradation ofa 
personal canvass; that if it were generally adopted, it would tend to interest 
all medical men in premoting the erection of these small hospitals; that it 
would give to all of them equally the opportunity, by means of hospital prac- 
tice, of keeping up aud extending their professional knowledge; and that it 
would benefit the public by ensuring to them a full supply of highly trained 
medical men. 

Having made this rule, it seemed to the subscribers likely that, as time 
went on, young men on their first settling in the town would apply to be ap- 
pointed medical officers to the hospital. As we have no out-patient depart- 
ment, and as the circuit from which we propose to draw patients is very 
limited, it seemed likely also that the sick ~ might decline to avail them- 
selves of te services of such young medical officers, and prefer keeping under 
the care of those who were older and better known. To meet this case, the 
bye-laws which you condemn were drawn up, with the object of establishing 
a perfect equality in the number of the patients falling to the Jot of each 
medical man. This rale see: a logical sequence to the first, which pro- 
vides that ali medica! men shall be entitled to election on the medical staff. 
When it was objected to by a few opponents, the — who supported 
it begged that it might at all events receive a temporary trial, and they 
pledged themselves to alter it if it should be found, after b being fairly tri tried, to 
give rise to any real inconvenience. 

Seeing, then, that the supporters of this hospital had tried in all <4 
arrangemente to act with the utmest liberality and in the most im 
spirit towards the medical profession, and that they had abandoned al isin 
to patronage in medical appointments, I think it only fair that each medical 
officer to the institution should have consented to give the rules with respect 
tothe admission of patients a fair and courteous trial. The subscribers have 
wished to provide unpretending b dation for the sick poor, 
and to encourage such provision throughout these rural districts, and they 
have believed that success depended upon the conciliation of all the medical 
men of the district. To effect — they looked upon the extinction of all 

personal | among m 1 offi wmf as a sine gud non, and therefore 

Thought that all should have, as far as might be, an equal number of patients. 

It may be that they are wrong. I believe, however, that it would have been 

better to have ascertained this by the experience derived from a temporary 

trial than pnw SL assumed by a = insistance hand that it must 
t servant, 

Suffolk, August 29th, J.C, 


W. P.—Criticism of the proposition that experimental researches should be 
made into the action of various drugs, as recommended by Dr. Chambers 
st Oxford, is wholly untenable. It supposes that medical men are ignorant 
of the action of drugs, and use them haphazard. The proposition meant 
simply that we should acquire an improved knowledge of drugs. 

Mr. W. Stanley.—The Pharmacy . Act does not interfere with the rights of 
apothecaries, Our corresp , we i ine, would have to pass 
the modified examination ; but he had better apply to the Secretary of the 
Pharmaceutical Society. 

Dr. Broadbent wishes us to caution the profession against a person naming 
herself Mrs. Stewart, and representing that she is a widow of a medical 


man. 
Tux subject of Querens’ communication shal! receive attention. 


Countgr Practics. 

Tus more distinct separation of pharmacy from the practice of medicine is 
strongly advocated editorially in the current number of the Pharmaceutical 
Journal. The article to which we refer concludes thas :—“ Much has been 
done through the efforts of the Pharmaceutical Society to discourage 
counter practi mngst its b In addition to the force of example 
and precept as set forth by the leading and most influential members of the 
Society, the educational means which have been provided through their 
instrumentality have also tended in that direction. We should greatly 
rejoice to see the seme evidence of a determination on the part of chemists 
and druggists to abstain from prescribing, as we believe there is a disposi- 
tion amongst general practitioners to abstain from dispensing. The two 
principal difficulties to be overcome, in order to accomplish the desired 
object, appear to be: first, that medical men should do as they do abroad— 
adapt their practice and their fees to the means of their patients; and 
secondly, that those engaged in the practice of pharmacy with a mere 
pharmaceutical qualification should wholly abstain from undertaking the 
treatment of diseases.” 

N. J. B.—Under certain conditions it is useful. Our correspondent should 
consult a qualified practitioner in his neighbourhood. 


Tue Mepicat 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcer. 


Srr,—As the general meeting cannot conveniently be held earlier than 
Wednesday, October the 14th, I trust you will allow me, in reply to your 
correspondents, to state some of the reasons why the present subscription 
haa been found insufficient for the future maintenance of the Club; also the 
reason why the original members were asked to i their 

In the first place. it was not antieipsted so many members would become 
defaulters, as unfortunately has proved to be the case 

In the second place, the number of members joining the Club at the com- 
mencement was vot so large as was anticipated. 

Thirdly, sufficient allowance was not made for the number of members de- 
siring to be relieved from the payment of the annual subscription whilst 
absent on foreign service. 

Most Clubs are constituted on the principle of mutual and individual 
liability on the part of the mem n such cases the Committee do not 
hesitate, if they think it desirable, to basee expenses in anticipation of future 
returns, The public, knowing the members are individually liable, are always 
willing to supply on credit whatever may be ordered on behalf of the Club. 
If the Club does not prove successful, the unfortunate members are liable to 
have very heavy demands made upon them in discharge of the debts incurred. 
To avoid the possibility of such a contingency happening to the members of 
the Medical Club, it was stipulated that, previous to their adoption, “the 
rales should be revised by counsel, so that members could not be rendered 
liable, beyond their entrance and subscription, for any debts incurred in car- 

g on the Club.” This provision has been scrupulously complied with, 
Tue eed thus afforded to the members, whilst it protected them from 
has necessarily limited the operations of the Committee to the amount 
ore the funds in hand. With the small amount of funds at their disposal, the 
operations of the Committee have been confined within such narrow limits as 
not to admit of the proper and full developmeut of the Club. More capital is 
now required for furnishing, fitting UP. and stocking the new Club House; 
and as some of the mem’ object to the | increase of the subseri, 
tion, it has occurred to me that a portion of the money might be convenien 
raised in the form of shares, under the provisions of the Limited Liability 
Act—a plan that has proved successful in the case of several other London 
Clubs. By this arrangement the permanency of the Club would be 
whilst it would render acme ~ material in the t of 
Manse, Hon. Sec. 


the original subscri our obedient servant, 
August 29th, 1868, 

M.D., (Edinburgh.)—We are unable to state whether medical degrees are 
granted by the University named; at all events, if they exist, they would 
not be recognised officially in Great Britain. 

Mr. G. Robbins.—Mr. Henry Lee and Mr. Coulson have published small 
works on the subject of Varicocele and its T: t, and it is discussed, 
of course, in all the late works on Surgery, such as Holmes’s System of 
Surgery, Erichsen’s work, and Druitt’s Vade-Mecam. 

We would recommend Ganges to consult a solicitor, as much will depend 
upon the terms of his agreement. 


Taz Questiox, 
To the Editor of Tus Laycet. 


Sre,—In an article in your impression of August 22nd on the above subject 
the following passage occurs :—-“ It is the general opinion of the medical 
profession—we might say of the public—that five shillings per head per year 
is only as reasonable a Club charge as the charge of a guinea by a physician 
for his advice; and just as we should disown the physician who lowered the 
general estimation of his order by charging half ay uinea, we should decline 
e with the man who takes three shillings, or two and a 
half, when he should, by the general opinion of his brethren, have five.” 

will oo allow me, Sir, on the strength of that statement, to ask two 


it it usual, and to etiquette, for a consulting physician to 

2. Allowing such a proceeding to be correct, is it right for the said phy- 
ne a @ guinea on/y for each visit ? 

These points, litt yet of 
Your obedient servant, 

August 25th, 1868. A Countay 
*,* It is certainly not according to etiquette, and we trust not according to 

custom, for consulting physicians to take the sole charge of cases at a fee 


of half a guinea per visit, The etiquette for consulting physicians is to see 
patients either in consultation or for a minimum fee of one guinea.—Ep. L. 


PRCRES TOTS 


Be 
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Syrupus Simpler.—The Pharmacy Act says that after Dec. 3ist, no person can 
sell or keep open shop for compounding medicines or selling poisons, or 
call himself a chemist or druggust, or pharmacist, or dispensing chemist 
or draggist in Great Britain, unless he is registered under the Act; and he 
cannot be so registered unless he be a pharmaceutical chemist, or a chemist 
and druggist who kept an open shop for compounding prescriptions before 
the passing of the Act (3lst July, 1968), or has been an assistant to a 
person keeping open shop fur three years prior to the passing of the Act— 
in the latter case passing a modified examination. It is expressly stated 
that the provisions of the Act shall not apply to apothecaries supplying 
medicines to their patients; their ancient rights are preserved. The open 
shops of medical practitioners are not interfered with. The title, however, 
of “chemist and druggist” cannot be used by anyone who is not registered 
under the Act, unless under the circumstances mentioned. “Syrapus 
Sin_plex” may legally, therefore, keep open shop if he is a qualified practi- 


O. Z.—The name of the individual is not to be found in the Medical Register 
or the Medical Directory. 


Tax ConriaGration at ABERGELE. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcer. 


S1z,—Heving examined the catastrophe at Abergele from a medical point 
of view, you have arrived at the same conclusion as myself, after considering 
it from an er gineer’s standing-point. The escape of the petroleum was the 
origin of the conflagration; and as petroleum and similer liquids are every 
day getting more and more into ase, it becomes a very important question 
whether some safer means of storing it, especially for carriage, could not be 
adopted. Permit me to quote on this point some extracts from an article con- 
tributed by myself to last Friday's Exgineer newspaper :— 

“ About twenty-six years ago, on the Paris and Versailles Railway, a loco- 
motive happened to break down from its cranked axle giving way, and a 
large quantity of turpentine escaping and getting on fire by sparks from its 
fire-box, more than fifty people were burned to This accident—the 
most disastrous that ever happened on a European railway—closely resembles, 
in the fact of its causing the dispersion of an inflammable lquid, that at 
Abergele. It seems very clear to us that if the petroleum that filled the 
barrels—no doubt of a rather large size—on the tracks at Abergele had been 
contained in a number of smali tin canisters or barrels, or even in a great 
nuomber of smaller wooden barrels, the comparatively moderate collision at 
Abergele would not have had such disastrous consequences. A few of the 
smaller ones might have been broken—their contents might even have been 
scattered and taken fire; but the greater bulk of the petroleum would have 
safely remained in its receptacles, or, at the worst, would have only been ex- 
ploded at intervals. A rifle shot can be fired througi a heap of the copper— 
or even of the Boxer breech-loading cartridges, containing gunpowder and 
the material for self-ignition—without injury to more than a very few, and 
without explosion. A case of the old-fashioned percussion caps, which are 
Jims hago with fulmivating mercury, one of the most explosive materials 

, cannot be burst by —* means, Water heated to a high tempera- 
tare under p is an explosive liquid; but a water-tube boiler, or a stearn 
boiler built up from small tubes containing the water, has never exploded, 
though one or two of the emal! tubes may have given way. It is difficult to 
believe that gunpowder, so long employed by man, is not now generally stored 
away in smal! strong canisters, forming smal! masses independent of, and 
isolated from, each other. The same plan could be adopted with nitro- 

lycerine, In all these instances there is not merely the safety always ob- 
A versel, things being equal, rapidly increases, 

according to well-known laws, with the diminuticn in size.” ‘ 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Adelphi, August 29th, 1868. Peep. A, Pact, C.E. 


Scrutator—Dr. Logan, we suspect, meant nothing of the kind, at least we 
did not so read him. He must be as well aware as our correspondent of 
the object for which relative rank is conferred on medica! officers; but we 
understood him to point out that more is to be gained at the } resent time 
in dignity, inf , and happi by the ise of p | qualities 
and accomplishments than by the assertion of military rank. Again, the 
Director-General’s remarks would not lead a medical officer to offend in the 
matter of “shop.” He distinctly recommended young men to cultivate a 
taste for literature and art— subjects which may form the staple of conver- 
sation anywhere. 

4 Subscriber.—If our correspondent has been an assistant for three years 
with a medical man who has kept open shop, he need only pass the modified 
examination. 

J.J. 8. should have been summoned. 

Dr, Garman, (Wednesbury.)—All the particulars required may be obtained 
from the Office of Moule’s Earth-Closet Company, Bedford-street, Covent- 
garden. 


Bowturow’s Guutew Biscuits. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Srz,—In the few remarks you made in your last number on my diabetic 
ough made with your usual fairness and candour, I think you 


biscuits, a)th i 
have unintentionally done them an injustice, as I fee! certain that, although 
there is starch in them, there is not the quantity that the first of your 


remarks would imply—viz , 40 or 50 per cent. iodine test for starch is 
so searching that it will detect the most minute quantity; but I question 
whether the mere colour test is sufficiently accurate to determine between an 
amount of starch that may be allowable, say 10 or 12 per cent., and an amount 
that would unfit the bread or biscuit for its par 50, 

i it you it right and con- 


I wouid, therefore, most lly ask 
sistent to do so) to have the and blecnite analysed, with the view of 
ascertaining obedient servant, 


the exact amount of starch.—Your 
Regent-street, September 2nd, 1968. J. Bowrmaor. 


Tax or ty St. Worxnovss. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Six,—In your report of the inquest on a child who died in St. Pancras 
Workhouse, I find the following statement :—“ The attention of one of the 
medical officers was directed to the case, but, according to the evidence, he 
seemed to have forgotten it.” 

T beg to inform you, Sir, that the attention of the medical officer in 
of the children was not directed to the child; that he was not informed of 
accident either when it cecurred, or on the wext day when he visited the 
children’s ward; that neither be nor Dr. Gibson heard of the accident until 
four or five days after the child was sent to the infirmary; and that, in con- 
sequence of her neglecting to inform the medical officers, the paid purse in 
charge of the ward was dismissed. 

Lastly, I would iuform you that the child was delicate and rickety, and had 
been ailing for some time, and that ‘t was in consequence of her ap 
worse than usual that she was sent to the infirmary un the day after - 
dent. Yours obediently, 

Taz Mepicat Orricer oF THE 


CHILDEEN. 
St. Pancras Workhouse, August 29th, 1863. 

*,* In quoting the evidence given at the inquest as to the death of the 
child, Mary Anu Bloomfield, we carefully abstained from offering any com- 
ments on what appeared to be a most unsatis‘actory explanation of the facts. 
At the inquest, Dr. Gibson stated that the child was admitted to the in- 
firmary on Monday, the 10th of August, and that he afterwards found that 
she was suffering from an injury of the jaw, all her front teeth having been 
knocked oot. Fore ling this accident, the nurse has been dismissed, 
and the medical officer in charge of the children states that he ordered the 
child, who was delicate and rickety, to the infirmary in consequence of her 
appearance being simp!'y worre than usual. How was it thet a state of 
things which might, we should imagine, have been discovered by the most 
casual examination was not known until three days after admission to the 
hospital, when for the first time the attention of Dr. Gibson was drawn to 
the injury? The fact is, the case is by no means cleared up by the verdict 
of the jary, and requires further iuvestigation.— Ep. L. 


Exgatcum.—In the letter of our Edinburgh correspondent which appeared in 
our issue of the 24th ult., the surname of Mr. James Wilkie Burman was 
erroneously printed “ Wurman.” 

Communications, Letrers, &c., have been received from—Sir H. Thompson; 
Dr. Lory Marsh; Mr. Maunder; Dr. Letheby; Mr. Holmes; Mr. Weekes; 
Mr. Hutchins, Haslemere; Mr. C. Byass; Mr. Waterworth, Cheltenham ; 
Dr, Heale, Manchester; Dr. Rall, Spalding; Mr. Morrill; Dr. Edwards; 
Mr. Laver, Colebester; Dr. Hicks, Ramagate; Mr. Johnson, Leicester; 
Mr. Evans, Kingstown ; Mr. Denton; Mr. Brigstocke; Mr. W. Monckton, 
Brenchiey; Mr. Deane ; Mr. Helder; Mr. Ollerhead, Wrexham; Mr. Henry; 
Mr. Sheppard, Hasweli; Dr. Palmer; Mr. White; Mr. Gale, Weymouth; 
Dr. Carrie, Coleford; Mr. Liewellyn, Carnarvon; Mr. R. James, Bradford; 
Mr. W. Stanley ; Mr. Egan ; Mr. W. Cooper ; Dr. Macnamara; Dr, Ballard ; 
Dr. Gairdner, Edinburgh; Mr. Merryweather; Mr. Frann; Dr. Broadbent; 
Mr. R. Mason; Mr. Threadgale, Clitheroe; Dr. Jepson, Stone; Mr. Pullin, 
Sidmouth; Mr. Stork, Wolverhampton; Mr. Dobbin; Mr. Jubb, Halifax; 
Mr. Stone, Manchester; Mr. Blackburn; Mr. Glover, Ayr; Dr. Edmunds; 
Mr. Adams; Mr. Kearns, Blackburn; Mr. Williame, Edinburgh; Mr. Hall; 
Dr. Willey; Mr. Howard; Mr. Prosser; Rev. B. W. Gibsone; Mr. Smith, 
Haverford; Mr. Hale ; Mr. Greener, Exeter; Dr. Veale, Bombay ; Dr. White, 
Meean Meer; Mr. R. Fearnie, Aberdeen; Mr. Ames, Bristo!; Dr. Holland, 
Guildford; Dr. Boggs, Paris; Mr. Roberts; Mr. Barlow, Cambridge; 
Mr. Leader; Mr. Lewis; Mr. James, Southernhay; Dr. Bracey, Birming- 
ham; Mr. Kinton; Dr. Kendrick, Belford; Dr. Gillson; Mr. G. Robbins, 
Tamworth ; Mr, Horne ; Dr. Quick, Penzance; Mr. Hollamby; Mr. Ryley; 
Dr. Thompson ; Dr. Hall Davis; Dr. Mitchell; Dr. David Smith; Mr. Gay; 
Mr. Pearse; Mr. B. Shillitoe; Mr. Withbie; Mr. Phinney; Mr. Atkinson, 
Leeds; Mr. Barnes; Mr. R. Bunnell; Mr. Baker, Wragby; Mr. Marston; 
Dr. Moore, L neaster; Mr. De Berdt Hovell; Mr. Stephenson, Notting- 
ham; Mr. Wilkinson; Mr. Crouch; Mr. Cleland, Glasgow; Dr. Aveling, 
Sheffield; Mrs, Alexander; Mr. Slade; Dr. Muspratt; Mr. Kempthorne; 
Mr. Bradbury; Mr. B-nnett; lr. Giles; Dr. Court; Dr. A. Gamgee, Edin- 
bargh ; Dr. Gibson; Mr. Morgan; Mr. Sinnery; Mr. Eaton; Mr. Sykes; 
Mr. Lynch; Mr. Temple ; Dr. Welch ; Dr. Podmore, Liverpool ; Mr. Nixon ; 
Dr. Garman; Mr. Taylor; Mr. J. J. Jones; Medicus; R. C.; W. N. HL; 
A Member of Dr, Richardson's Committee; W. B.; R. 8.; The Military 
Secretary of the India Office; J. P.; An Intending Candidate; Cantab.; 
The Secretary of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland; W. P.; Sanitas; R.N.; 
Anti-Stepmother; A, L. A.; Ganges; &c. &c. 

Tux Brighton Gezelte, the Chester Chronicle, the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal, the Midland Counties Herald, the Surrey Advertiser, the Liver- 
pool Albion, the Glasgow Herald, the Brighton Guardian, the Bucks Herald, 
the West Surrey Times, and the Lincolushire Chronicle have been received. 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 

For 7 lines and under .........20 4 6) Forhalfapage .........0..£2 12 0 
For everyadditional line...... 0 © 6| Fora 5 
The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 
the Office not later than Wednesday; those from the country must be 

accompanied by a remittance, 
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3 and which of the various juices of the Grape 


calculated to be 
the consideration of every Practitioner. 


ualities that ae Burgundy emphatieally the Wine for Invalids in this climate, are its richness in aromatic 
and foe ive} powers as an exh @ and stimulant in 
FR EES hare have the to submit thirty varieties o 


BURGUNDY WINES. What more valuable therapeutic agent than a pure Wine rich in Aromatic properties, 
but free from an excess of Alcohol and Sugar? Such is PLOT FRERES’ BEAUNE, 44s. per doz. 


The judicious ¢ easily assi d Tonies and non-intoxicating Stimulants in the form of Wine pure and generous, yet very 
fs often more efficacious than all the fortifiants in Go Beas Soe, a travh that has 


of the most active benetit—instead of the least harm—is a question that demands 


its freedom from acidity 
portion to the small jnantity of 
temperaments, 


ee PRERES, Growers and Pactors of Burgundy Wines, London Depét, 282, Regent-street, W. 


FRENCH WINES.—The great increase in the consumption of Clarets has led 
to the introduction here of Wines, many of which, sold under high-sounding names, are sound and 


oe whilst others are vastly inferior. 
G 


As Wines can only be ju 


by actual com 


ALLAIS & CO. (Wine Growers) recommend a trial of their “VIN pe MEDOC,” at 12s. 
per dozen (bottles included), which they are daily supplying to the Medical Profession and the London 
Clubs, Regimental and Naval Messes, &c. A single Sample Bottle may be had. 


VICHY WATER COMPANY, 27, MARGARET STREET, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 


For Notice of Guaxx Wuvas, &c., see Edinburgh Review for July, 1967. 


DENMAN’S GREEK WINES, 
GUARANTEED PURE. 


Pm. . Cases made up as 
Caves of ix Red and White Wine wl be vent on Fecept of Poste 
for £21 11s, 4d., payable at Per don 


Ambrrsia 
Como (from Syra) a on 
red and white (Athens) ove oe 20s., 246, 30s. 
Lachryma ti (from Santorin) 
Maimsey Muscat (from Samos) ... we oow owe 48s, 
®Mount Hymettus, red and white .. ene ooo 16s,, 20s. 
*Patras,redand white =... 208., 24s. 
*Thera . 28%, 328, 36s, 48s, 

* Dry dinner wines. 
GAUPHINE, South of France wine 64, per doz, 
e in quantities of fourdezen ... Bd, 
Terms cash, 
Detailed Price List post free on 


application. 
J. L, DENMAN, 20, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 


Catalan. — 


tn he in Hospitals, Infirmaries, Dis- 
Pure, full-flavoured, fruity, red Wine, 


“ Diamond” white or 17s. 
C. KINLOCH & CO., 14, Barge- Chambers, 
Ducklersbury. Londen, 

Savuve Cuampacye, 23s., 27s., 32s., & 36s. per dozen, 


OLD MARSALA WINE 


ee tinea free from acidity or artificial heat, anc 
Por of fal Sherry. One Guinea per 
ST fine Merchant, 72 3 Dozen and upwards rai] 


W, WATSON, Wine 
Cah uare, London, W.C, lished 1841. 
Terme —For h hly favourable opinion of W. D. WATSON’S 
see M. Times ond 
anuary, 1867, and De Druitt’s “ Report on Wines,” p, 154. 


(Shamen and Sons (Established 


1837), WINE MERCHANTS, TEA a ERS, GROCERS, and 
ITALIAN WARtHOUSEMEN, having erect: w Premises over their old 
Vaults, invite inspection of them, which may be saunlion as being unrivalled 
in the Metropolis for their adaptation to the combined Trades aud the con- 
cluding many of choicest Vintage, t are prepared to offer in the other 
department articles of the finest qualities, with the more modern and recent 

Charlotte-street, y hort a 
with "Rathboue-pluce and directly facing Russell-equare. 


ja have no Ap 


petite."—Then use 
QUININE WINE,” the finest tonic bitter in the world. 
Oilmen, Confectioners, &c., at 30s. per dozen. 


Ss, Original Makers, 2, Martin’s-lane, 


[gr am & Co. (Wine Importers) 
Free from heat or acidity, fine, old full flavour. 


INGRAM & CO., 35, Bucklersbury, London, B.C. 


Thos. Nunn and Sons, Wine, S 


QUEUR MERCHANTS, 21, Lamb's 
to ~~ extensive stock of SHERRIES 8 shipping) 
Good sound Dinner Wine, 26s. and 92s. 


Established 1801.—Priced Lists on application. 


HUNGARIAN WINES 


Mr. MAX GREGER (from HUNGARY), 
SOLE PROPRIETOR OF 
THE DEPOT FOR GENUINE HUNGARIAN WINES, 


segs to inform the Public that he has appropriated a convenient room above 
vis vaults at 7, MINCING LANE, E.C., — BON D STREET, W., London, 
of six 

Medical 


where every description of Hungarian Wines can be tasted free of any expense. 
Ready for way: S Sample Dozen Cases, each containing two botties 
tifferent kinds of nee which are bighly recommended by the 
36s., and 44s, per case, Carriage free. Cash on 


Also pps Pale or Bitter Ale. — 


ms 8. ALLSOPP & Cee the Medical Profession 

s of 18 lions and u at 

Wine and Beer Merchant, Allsopp’s 


Most important to Families. ati 


UINNESS’S P /(RTER.—J. BEBE invites attention to this 


Celebrated Porter in Bot le, being now specially ordered to invalids, for its 

t and gthening qualities; i: fact it has been found, in a great 

many instances, to persede Wine in reerui'ing health and strength. Fach 

Prices are as follows. Terms Cash. 
Guinness’s Celebrated XXX Porter (small bottles) 4d. 
Guinness’s Celebrateo XXX Porter (large do. sce, one, 


2 pn pee the city and suburbs, and orders sent to all parts 
of the World. 


| 
PORT ... 
One dozen 
receipt of P.O, 
and 52s.; Amontillado, 52s., 68°., and 64s. They also hold a choice stock 
Old PORT WLNE (chiefly Sandeman's chipping) :—Well-matur:d Wines, 32s, 
54s.: 7 to 10 years in bottle, 60s,, 
| are 
Traore 
ic “Diamon “red... 17s. 
Warre Cataan, nutty Sherry flevour, without heat. 
Con 
delivery. 
of England. 
= 
| 
| JOHN BEBE, Distiller, Direct Wine and Brandy Importer, 


